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Te Maru o Kaituna 
(Kaituna River Authority) 
Terms of Reference 
Interpretation 
“Act” means the Tapuika Claims Settlement Act 2014. 

“Appointing organisation” means an organisation that appoints a member of the Kaituna River 
Authority under section 118 of the Act. 

“Authority” means Te Maru o Kaituna / the Kaituna River Authority. 

“Iwi” means each iwi represented by an iwi appointing organisation. 

“Iwi appointing organisation” means: 

• the Te Tāhuhu o Tawakeheimoa Trust. 

• the Tapuika Iwi Authority Trust. 

• Te Kapu o Waitaha. 

• the Te Pumautanga o Te Arawa Trust. 

“Joint committee” means a joint committee within the meaning of clause 30(1)(b) of Schedule 7 of the 
Local Government Act 2002. 

“Kaituna River or river” means the Kaituna River, including its tributaries within the catchment areas 
shown on deed plan OTS-209-79. 

“Kaituna River document” means the document approved under section 127 of the Act. 

“Local authority” means the Bay of Plenty Regional Council, the Rotorua District Council, the 
Tauranga City Council or the Western Bay of Plenty District Council – and “local authorities” shall have 
a corresponding meaning. 

“Te Pumautanga o Te Arawa Trust” has the meaning given in section 10 of the Affiliate Te Arawa Iwi 
and Hapu Claims Settlement Act 2008. 

The scope and delegation of this Authority covers the geographical area of the Kaituna River 
catchment as shown on deed plan OTS-209-79. 

Establishment 
The Act provides for the establishment of Te Maru o Kaituna, a co-governance partnership between 
local authorities and iwi that share an interest in the Kaituna river.  

Despite the composition of the Authority as described in section 118 of the Act, Te Maru o Kaituna is a 
joint committee of the Bay of Plenty Regional Council, the Rotorua District Council, the Tauranga City 
Council and the Western Bay of Plenty District Council. 

Despite Schedule 7 of the Local Government Act 2002, the Authority: 

• is a permanent joint committee; and 
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• must not be discharged unless all of the appointing organisations agree to the discharge. 

Purpose 
The purpose of the Authority is as set out in Tapuika Claims Settlement Act 2014. 

The purpose of the Authority is the restoration, protection and enhancement of the environmental, 
cultural and spiritual health and well-being of the Kaituna River. 

In seeking to achieve its purpose, the Authority may have regard to the social and economic well-
being of people and communities. 

Functions 
• The principal function of the Authority is to achieve its purpose.  

• In seeking to achieve its purpose, the other functions of the Authority are: 

� to prepare and approve the Kaituna River document in accordance with sections 125 and 
127 of the Act 

� to monitor the implementation and effectiveness of the Kaituna River document 

� to support the integrated and collaborative management of the river 

� to work with the local authorities and Crown agencies that exercise functions in relation to 
the Kaituna River: 

o to monitor the state of the river environment 

o to monitor the effectiveness of the management of the river 

o to engage with iwi in relation to their interests in the river and to consult them on 
how to manage the river 

� to provide advice and recommendations to local authorities: 

o relating to projects, action, or research designed to restore, protect, or enhance the 
health and well-being of the river 

o on the appointment of commissioners to hear and decide applications for resource 
consents under the Resource Management Act 1991 that affect the river 

� to facilitate the participation of iwi in the management of the river 

� to monitor the extent to which the purpose of the Authority is being achieved, including the 
implementation and effectiveness of the Kaituna River document 

� to gather information, to disseminate information, and to hold meetings 

� to take any other action that the Authority considers is appropriate to achieve its purpose. 

• The Authority may seek to obtain funds to enable it to perform its functions. 

Membership 
Under section 118 of Tapuika Claims Settlement Act 2014, the Authority consists of 8 members: 

• one member appointed by the Tapuika Iwi Authority Trust; and 

• one member jointly appointed by the Tapuika Iwi Authority Trust and Te Kapu o Waitaha; and 

• one member appointed by the Te Pumautanga o Te Arawa Trust; and 

• one member appointed by the Te Tāhuhu o Tawakeheimoa Trust; and 

• one member appointed by the Bay of Plenty Regional Council; and 

• one member appointed by the Rotorua District Council; and 
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• one member appointed by the Tauranga City Council; and 

• one member appointed by the Western Bay of Plenty District Council 

As per resolution by the Te Maru o Kaituna River Authority on 14 June 2017, two informal 
members with voting rights: 

• one informal member appointed by Te Komiti Nui o Ngāti Whakaue; and 

• one informal member appointed by the Bay of Plenty Regional Council. 

Quorum at meetings 
In accordance with Te Maru o Kaituna standing order 2.4.3, the quorum for a meeting of the Authority 
is– 

• the chairperson or deputy chairperson; and 

• two members appointed by the iwi appointing organisations; and 

• two members appointed by the local authority appointing organisations. 

Decision making 
The Authority must make its decisions by a vote at a meeting. 

However, the members of the Authority must approach decision making in a manner that— 

• seeks to achieve consensus; and 

• is consistent with, and reflects, the purpose of the Authority; and 

• acknowledges as appropriate the interests of iwi in particular parts of the Kaituna River and its 
catchment. 

If the chairperson (or deputy chairperson) considers that the meeting is unlikely to achieve a 
consensus on a matter, the decision on the matter may be made only by a 70% majority of those 
members present and voting at the meeting. 

The chairperson and deputy chairperson of the Authority may vote on any matter but do not have a 
casting vote. 

Specific responsibilities and delegations 
To avoid doubt, except as provided for in section 116 (2)(a) of the Act, the Authority has discretion to 
determine in any particular circumstances: 

• whether to perform any function specified. 

• how, and to what extent, any function specified is performed. 

Provision for other groups to join the Authority 
Other iwi and local authorities may join the Authority through consensus of the Authority or through 
legislation. 

 


