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Agapanthus (Agapanthus praecox) 

 

An attractive blue or white flowered lily that forms robust clumps with long, strap-shaped 
perennial leaves. They are long-lived prolific seeders, very tolerant to temperature, rainfall, 
salt, poor soils and can survive immersion in the sea. Agapanthus is particularly invasive in 
the coastal environment outcompeting native coastal plants. 

Aluminium plant (Lamium galeobdolon ‘Variegatum’) 

 

Sometimes known as Artillery plant, Aluminium plant is an erect, stoloniferous, mat-forming, 
invasive perennial herb, up to 50 cm tall.  The leaves are mint-like with silvery-grey patches 
on the upper surface, seldom reverting to a plain green-leaved form. Often found in gardens 
growing in the cooler areas around trees and shrubs. From December to May tubular, hairy, 
lemon-yellow flowers (20-25 mm long) are produced in dense axillary whorls, but no seed is 
set.  They grow rapidly and cover large areas of ground with a thick mat that stops 
seedlings of other plants from establishing. It is shade tolerant so can be an issue deep into 
the bush as well as along margins. 
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Arum lily (Zantedeschia aethiopica) 

 

A robust, evergreen, clump-forming perennial up to 1.5 m tall, with large, leathery, dark 
green, arrow-shaped leaves.  Large, white flower with a yellow spike and yellow-green 
berries.  
Long-lived and persists under regenerating canopy, forming dense patches excluding other 
vegetation. Tolerates excessive water, wind, salt, hot to cold, most soil types, moderate 
shade, and is drought-resistant once established. Stock avoid it as it is poisonous, allowing 
it to gradually dominate grazed sites. Seeds drop near to parent plants, and are 
occasionally spread by birds and water. Clumps expand slowly by new shoots while tubers 
and seed are spread by dumped vegetation and soil movement. 

Banana passionfruit (Passiflora tarminiana, Passiflora 
tripartita) 

 

Evergreen climbing vine. Long, densely haired stems with many spiralling tendrils. Leaves 
have three lobes, with longer middle lobe, serrated edges and downy undersides. Pink 
hanging flowers with a central tube appear from January to December, shortly followed by 
hanging,  
thin-skinned fruit which change from green to orange as they ripen.  Fruit has a sweet 
edible orange pulp and dark red seeds. It forms large masses, growing rapidly and 
smothering the forest canopy, preventing other plants from establishing. 
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Blue morning glory (Ipomoea indica) 

 

A twining or prostrate herb with stems up to 6 m in length. Leaves have three deep lobes 
and are up to 18 cm long and 16 cm wide with silky hairs on underside. Flowers are bright 
blue or purplish with a paler centre, trumpet-shaped and 10 cm in diameter. Grows very 
quickly, forming dense mats that smother. Its ability to climb makes this the dominant vine 
wherever it occurs and it can replace forest with a low weedy blanket. 

Bushy asparagus (Asparagus aethiopicus) 

 

A dense scrambler with small pink flowers, red berries and sharp spiny scales.  Forms 
dense patches of growth with tough, long-lived tubers that re-sprout. Moderate to slow 
growth rate with seeds that are widely dispersed by birds. Has the ability to smother shrubs 
and other low vegetation. 
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Cathedral bells (Cobaea scandens) 

 

Fast-growing, evergreen climber with strong tendrils. Leaves are arranged alternately on 
stems, and are made up of 3 pairs of oval leaflets 2-4 cm in length. Deep purple bell-shaped 
flowers appear from December to May. Green seed capsule containing winged seeds is 5-9 
cm in length. Seeds are dispersed by wind, though dumping of waste vegetation is thought 
to be the main source of spread. It smothers other plants and prevents the establishment of 
seedlings. 

Cestrum species (Cestrum spp.) 

 

An upright, thicket-forming shrub up to 3 m tall. Leaves are simple, entire and strong 
smelling when crushed. Flowers are tubular, orange, crimson or greenish-white. The fruit is 
a glossy berry, white, crimson or purplish-black. They form dense mats in the understorey 
and are toxic to farm animals and grazers. They spread via birds and also by fragment via 
flooding, contaminated soil and dumped vegetation.  
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Chilean rhubarb (Gunnera tinctoria) 

 

A large perennial herb up to 2 m.  Massive, rough and wrinkled umbrella-sized leaves (80 
cm x  
1 m) on sturdy stalks have 5-7 lobes and raised veins beneath. Both leaves and leaf stalks 
are covered in rubbery red prickles. The inflorescence is a spike of 50-75 cm, up to 10 cm in 
diameter, bearing very small flowers. It produces an abundance of viable seed 
(approximately 250,000 seeds in a year). Seeds are spread by water and birds. Spreads 
vegetatively by growth of rhizomes and regrowth from rhizome fragments. Forms dense 
colonies with the large leaves shading out and suppressing native vegetation. 

Chinese knotweed (Persicaria chinensis) 

 

Stems are reddish in colour and have a slight zig-zag form. Leaves have a distinctive, V-
shaped blotch and flowers are cream/pink and grow in clusters.  Can tolerate a variety of 
climatic conditions and can grow independently up to one meter in height without needing 
other plants or structures to support it. A perennial bushy vine that grows quickly to smother 
other plants. Known to be in Auckland and Waikato only. 
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Chinese privet (Ligustrum sinense) 

 

Shrub or small tree up to 5+ m. Evergreen or semi-deciduous in cold districts with warty 
lumps on stems and densely hairy shoots. Oval, dull green leaves with occasional wavy 
edges. Loose drooping clusters of small, tubular, very fragrant white flowers that appear 
from July to March, followed by round green berries that mature to dull purplish-black. 
Produces many highly-viable seeds that are primarily spread by birds, forming dense 
stands. Short-lived but continuously replaced due to profuse re-seeding.  

Chinese windmill palm (Trachycarpus fortunei) 

 

Palm tree with a single straight trunk without branches. Dead leaves hang from top of trunk, 
forming a skirt. Upper trunk is covered with remains of old leaf stalk bases. Lower, mature 
trunk develops lumpy ringed bark. Leaves are round fan-shaped, and divided into narrow, 
pleated leaflets that droop at the tips. Leaf stalks are long (about 1 m) with stout, sharp 
teeth along the margins. Many small yellow flowers are held on a large, branched and 
drooping spike from November to January. Small, slightly flattened yellow berries follow in 
March and ripen to  
blue-black. It is a large, long-lived tree that is hardy, fast-growing and produces prolific 
seeds which are spread by birds and gravity. 

Chocolate vine (Akebia quinata) Climber with slender stems that are green when young, turning brown as they mature. 
Leaves often described as ‘hand-shaped’ with a purple tinge that becomes blue-green when 
mature. Clusters of brown-purple flowers with a vanilla fragrance from August to October.  
Fruits are purple-violet flattened sausage-like pods. Grows rapidly, forming a thick, 
smothering mat that prevents establishment of seedlings and native plants. Spreads via 
stem fragments and  
bird-dispersed seeds. Tolerant to a wide range of conditions but prefers riparian zones, 
forest edges, wetlands and urban areas. 
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Climbing asparagus (Asparagus scandens) 

 

A slender, scrambling or climbing perennial with green multi-branched stems up to 2 m long 
which twine readily.  Leaves are narrow and lance-shaped. Tiny whitish flowers appear from 
September to December, followed from October to February by round berries (8 mm 
diameter) that ripen from green to orange-red and contain 1-2 seeds each. Forms dense 
patches on the ground and in the sub-canopy in most forest types with tough, long-lived 
tubers that re-sprout easily, particularly through dumped vegetation and contaminated soil. 
Seeds are bird-dispersed. Can ringbark and kill soft-barked shrubs and trees, and invades 
areas where epiphytes are usually found. 

Climbing dock (Rumex sagittattus) Scrambling or low-climbing perennial with kumara or beetroot-like tubers with yellow flesh.  
Extensive, long, weak rhizomes. Hairless, reddish-green stems are ribbed, zigzagging and 
slender. Light green arrow-shaped leaves. Clusters of small, green-pink or reddish flowers 
are produced at the top of the plant from November to March, followed by large masses of 
showy yellow-pink-crimson, flat, heart-shaped capsules containing seeds. Effective 
dispersal and fast growth rate allows it to scramble quickly over most plants to 3+ m high. 
Seed and tubers are spread by wind and fresh or salt water, soil movement and vegetation 
dumping. 
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Coastal banksia (Banksia integrifolia) 

 

Fast growing large shrub or small tree up to 15 m high, with upright, cone shaped  
greenish-yellow inflorescences from March to April that give rise to hard wooden cones with 
many seeds. Narrow, elliptic leaves, deep glossy green on upper with silvery felted 
undersides.  Forms dense thickets in open areas. Tolerant of wide range of habitats from 
estuaries to dunes and subalpine tussock. 

Cotoneaster (Contoneaster glaucophyllus) 

 

Spreading evergreen shrub or small tree, 2-5 m tall. Young stems covered in downy hairs 
but becoming hairless and dark reddish-purple when mature. Often covered in sooty mould. 
Pale blue-green leaves when young. Clusters of 15-60 small white flowers appear from 
October to January followed by scarlet or orange berries from February to August. 
Produces large amounts of viable seed, matures quickly, is long-lived and forms dense 
often pure stands outcompeting native species. Birds distribute the seed widely. 
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Crack willow (Salix fragilis) 

 

Deciduous tree up to 25 m, with spreading rather than hanging branches and rough, 
fissured bark. Root suckers and rootlets are bright red when in or near water. Dark or 
brownish green shoots snap with a loud crack when bent. Lance-shaped leaves with tiny 
serrations have a bluish underside while the upper surface is shiny and often covered with 
bright red galls. Narrow downward curving catkins appear from September to October. As 
there are only male plants in New Zealand, no fruit is formed. Re-sprouting and suckering 
habit and rapid growth creates dense thickets, replacing native riparian species. Stem 
fragments are spread by water and suckers spread locally. Also planted intentionally on 
stream and river banks for erosion protection.  

Eleagnus (Elaeagnus x reflexa) 

 

Dense, vigorous, scrambling shrub that grows up to 20 m in supporting trees with a very 
tough, suckering rootstock. Stems are long, arching, tough, with young shoots being brown 
and scaly and older stems often with spines. Leaves are arranged alternately on the stems, 
hairless above, and silvery or brown and scaly on the underside. Small whitish flowers are 
produced in clusters on brown scaly stalks from March to May, followed by pale reddish-
orange oblong fruit. Considered weedy due to its scrambling habit, suckering roots, nitrogen 
fixing ability, the fact it is extremely long-lived and it is not grazed. Stems and suckers are 
usually spread via dumped vegetation. 

Elephants ear (Alocasia brisbanensis) Large, long-lived, robust perennial up to 3 m tall.  Shiny green, leathery, arrow-shaped 
leaves with prominent veins. Fragrant, creamy-yellow to orange flowers (January - April) on 
a green spike, followed by glossy scarlet or orange berries. Stems are trunk-like on mature 
plants, with leaf scars and often have lower part of trunk lying along ground. Limited 
distribution through seed drop near to parent plants, and occasionally through water. 
Clumps expand slowly through new shoots. It can be spread by intentional planting, 
dumped vegetation, and soil movement. Smothers the ground, preventing the seedlings of 
native species from establishing. Stock avoid due to being poisonous. 
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English ivy (Hedera helix) 

 

Rampant, evergreen climber with stout woody stems that become erect at flowering, 
attaching to whatever is supporting it with aerial rootlets. Hairless dark green or variegated 
ivory-white leaves are variably shaped. Tiny, insignificant yellowish-green flowers are 
produced from March to May, followed by purple to black berries containing seeds with low 
viability. Clings to and climbs almost any surface, can grow over forest floor, sub-canopy 
and canopy to great heights, forming dense, long-lived masses at a moderate to fast growth 
rate and completely smothering tree trunks and branches. Birds readily spread seed when it 
is produced, but most spread is through pieces dumped with green waste.  

Formosa lily (Lilium formosanum) 

 

Lily with simple stem up to 75 cm. Stems root freely at ground level. Many dark-green 
narrow strap-like leaves up to about 13 cm in length. Distinctive large white scented, 
trumpet-like flowers, often tinged purple on the outside (January to March) followed by 
brown papery cylindrical seed capsules (February to April). Competes with native plants for 
space. Generally spread via people, gravity, wind and water, also spreads vegetatively. 
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German ivy (Delairea odorata) 

 

Scrambling vine from the same family as ragwort with thin, weak stems. Has dense, 
ragwort-like yellow flowers from May to October that form fluffy seeds like its agricultural 
cousin. Thin, soft, glossy, hairless leaves are ivy-shaped and clammy to touch. Fast 
growing and with a dense smothering habit that distributes many wind-blown seeds long 
distances. Also spread by dumped vegetation and soil movement. 

Green goddess lily (Zantedeschia aethiopica ‘green 
goddess’) 

 

Clump-forming, evergreen perennial growing from tubers, with large glossy, leathery,  
dark-green, arrow-shaped leaves with pale fine veins and wavy margins, held upright on 
long stalks. From September to December a yellow, finger-like spike, surrounded by a 
large, greenish-white, funnel-shaped, modified leaf, forms a flower-like structure that is 
followed by round green or yellow berries on the flower stalk after the leaves die back. 
Forms dense cover on the ground in open sites shading out and preventing establishment 
of native plants. 

Grey willow (Salix cinerea) Deciduous shrub or small tree up to 7 m with suckering roots and smooth bark. Catkins 
appear in spring, before the leaves. Leaves are shiny on the upper surface, covered with 
soft grey hairs underneath. Shoots aren't brittle, and are either greenish-grey and hairy, or 
reddish-purple and hairless. Produces many, widely dispersed, short-lived seeds, grows 
rapidly, and re-sprouting and suckering habit creates dense thickets. Replaces native 
species in wetlands and forms vast dense (often pure) stands and thickets. Causes 
blockages, flooding and structural changes in waterways. 
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Giant knotweed (Fallopia sachalinensis) 

 

Multiple stemmed, thicket forming shrub that can grow 2-4 m high. Stems are green, 
hairless and woody at the base. Leaves are oval and pointed at the tips, with 14 pairs of 
lateral veins that are bluish. Stalks are usually red. Flowers from November to April, in white 
or greenish dense, hairy clusters. Grows extensively from rhizomes and multiple stems. 
Spread largely through the movement of contaminated soil and the dumping of vegetation. 
Forms dense,  
long-lived thickets that exclude other species and prevents native seedlings from 
establishing.  

Giant Reed (Arundo donax) 

 

Massive clump forming perennial similar to bamboo. Can grow to 8 m with a dense root 
mass and short rhizomes. It has thick woody stems that taper at the ends, giving the plant a 
droopy look as it reaches maturity. Bluish-white bamboo like leaves. Giant reed is largely 
spread via the movement of rhizomes through contaminated soil and the dumping of 
vegetation. It grows in dense thickets that crowd out other desirable species often killing the 
plants it smothers. 

Heather (Calluna vulgaris) Bushy, evergreen shrub with woody, wiry stems and densely hairy young shoots becoming 
hairless as they mature. Long dark green to brown leaves are in opposite pairs on the stem, 
overlapping in four vertical rows. Bell-shaped, pink to pale purple flowers on narrow, leafy, 
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elongated, upright clusters appear from December to March, followed by profuse, tiny, 
round, hairy seed capsules. Suckers are spread in soil and seed is spread via wind, water 
and soil movement. Rapidly forms dense stand in low-growing habitat preventing the 
establishment of native species. 

Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) 

 

Annual, hairless herb with erect, fleshy, hollow, purple to reddish tinged thick main stem up 
to 2.5 m.  Stem is swollen at the junctions of leaves and branches. Pink, white or purple 
flowers with a backwards pointing hood are produced from November to March. Hairless, 
purplish, ribbed seed capsules open when disturbed to explosively release shiny black 
seeds. Tall, fast growing plant capable of producing up to 2,500 seeds that are spread 
quickly by water and can be viable for 18 months or more. Competes with native plants for 
light, space and pollinators. Reproduction is by seed only. 
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Houttuynia (Houttuynia cordata) 

 

Dense, deciduous groundcover, which can grow to 1 m tall. Heart-shaped leaves with 
peppery scent when crushed are variegated cream, green, bronze and scarlet. Small 
flowerhead spike with minute white flowers from December to January.  Rapid growth rate 
with creeping rhizomes and produces seed without pollination. Not yet naturalised. Found 
only in gardens.  

Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica) 

 

Evergreen, woody, clockwise twining, vigorous climber that can smother all vegetation 
beneath. Oval leaves in opposite pairs. Pairs of two-lipped, sweetly scented tubular white 
flowers occur from September to May, and are followed by egg-shaped, glossy black 
berries. Weedy due to its climbing, smothering habit and the fact it forms dense, long-lived 
masses. Can cause forest canopy collapse. Spread via birds, possibly possums, roading 
machinery, dumped vegetation and contaminated soil and fill. 
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Japanese spindle tree (Euonymus japonicus) 

 

Many branched shrub or small tree up to 7 m tall with round or slightly four-ribbed twigs. 
Leaves are glossy, ovalish, and finely toothed, in opposite pairs along stems. Sold as 
variegated cultivar but reverts to green. Inconspicuous greenish flowers are produced from 
December to March, followed by fleshy, round, pink seed capsules with orange to red flesh 
surrounding seeds. Forms dense stands in open or shade. Seeds dispersed via birds, 
possums and by soil and water movement. 

Japanese walnut (Juglans ailantifolia) 

 

Wide-spreading, strongly-suckering, deciduous tree up to 15 m. Leaves, in groups of 9-17 
are hairless on upper surface, densely haired on underside veins and have sparsely 
serrated edges. Has male catkins which hang from stems and purplish female catkins on 
erect spikes. Groups of 9-22 small flowers with prominent pink stigmas (October - 
November) are followed by clusters of 10-22 sticky, downy, rust-coloured fruit containing 
hard, thick-shelled nuts.  Long-lived tree that crowds the canopy and prevents 
establishment of other species. Produces many long-lived seeds that are spread by 
dumped nuts, water and possibly pigs and possums. 

Jasmine (Jasminum polyanthum) 

 

Evergreen, rampant, climbing, perennial vine. Leaves are opposite, pinnate and usually 
have seven, long-stalked spear or egg-shaped leaflets. Highly fragrant white flowers 
(January to December). Flowers are pink when in bud. Stems are very tough and rooting 
occurs at the nodes. Grows rapidly over the forest floor into the under canopy and canopy 
forming dense long-lived masses. Extremely hard to kill. Spread via bird where seed is 
produced but main form of spread is dumped vegetation. 
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Kauri dieback disease (Phytophthora agathidicida (PA)) 

Previously known as Phytophthora taxon Agathis (PTA) 

 

The pathogen can sense a kauri tree’s roots and swim towards them using a tail-like 
flagella. Spread by soil and soil-water movement, through underground root-to-root contact, 
or human and animal vectors. Kauri dieback is also known as collar rot, which refers to the 
bleeding lesions at the bottom of the tree trunk. Cleaning footwear every time you enter or 
leave a forest area, avoiding kauri roots and keeping dogs on leads can help to slow the 
spread of this disease. 

Marram grass (Ammophila arenaria) 

 

Coarse with glaucous-grey tufts to 170 cm and fibrous roots. Leaf blade is tightly rolled 
(appearing cylindrical) while the seed head spike 15-30 cm long. A tussock forming grass 
that grows quickly to establish and push out other dune plant species. Has extensive 
system of creeping underground rhizomes which can stretch up to 2 m in six months. Once 
planted extensively along New Zealand foredunes for stabilisation, its ability to accumulate 
sand effectively means that it gives rise to higher, steeper dunes than native dune 
vegetation, changing dune profile while out-competing with native spinifex & pingao. 
Spreads mainly via rhizomes and occasionally seed. 

Marshwort (Nymphoides geminata) Water lily-like perennial aquatic with floating, bright green, heart-shaped leaves (up to 10 
cm across) with pinkish undersides.  Bright yellow flowers with fringed edges from 
November to April. Grows rapidly and forms dense floating mats across waterways. Spread 
through fragmentation and creeping stems. 
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Mexican waterlily (Nymphaea mexicana) 

 

Aquatic plant with vertical underwater rhizomes and round heart-shaped leaves (up to 25 
cm diameter) that float on long stalks. As the leaves mature they develop brown blotches on 
the upper surface and become mainly purple beneath. Fleshy stems bear banana-shaped 
tubers. Flowers are star-shaped and pale yellow with many veined petals. Grows rapidly 
covering infested waterbodies and is spread via rhizomes, tubers and seeds that are carried 
by water. Fragments can also be spread via boats, fishing gear and machinery. 

Mignonette vine (Anredera cordifolia) 

 

Perennial, climbing, hairless, woody vine with fleshy rhizomes and slender, reddish stems 
with small irregular 'warty' aerial tubers. Leaves are bright green, fleshy, heart-shaped and 
shiny. Slender, white, drooping, fragrant flowers from March to May. Tubers detach easily, 
resprout easily and are very hard to kill.  Grows at moderate rate but forms heavy, long-
lived masses that dominate medium to high canopy and can topple small trees. No seed is 
produced in  
New Zealand, all spread is via dumped vegetation and tubers or rhizomes. 
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Mile-a-minute (Dipogon lignosus) 

 

Evergreen, climbing vine with rounded, moderately hairy stems that are woody towards their 
base. Leaves are made up of three heart-shaped leaflets. Flowers are pea-like, coloured 
white to pink, lavender and white or reddish purple. The pods contain three to five seeds. 
Can rapidly smother low growing shrubs and regenerating forest canopy, eventually taking 
over completely. Seeds drop near parent plants though most spread is via dumped 
vegetation. Birds can also spread seeds when they use the vine for nesting material. 

Mistflower (Ageratina riparia) 

 

Erect or sprawling many-stemmed herb to 0.5-1.5 m with a perennial fibrous rootstock. 
Stems are usually purple and covered in purple-striped non-sticky hairs. They become 
woody with age. Willow-like leaves are coarsely serrated except near their base. From 
August to January clusters of small white flowers are produced, followed by black 5-angled 
seeds. Grows very densely and overtops groundcover often causing sediment build up and 
impeding water flow. Is long-lived, matures quickly and produces a number of highly viable, 
well-dispersed seed. Seed is spread long-distance by wind and water. 

Monkey apple (Syzygium smithii) An evergreen tree, 6-15 m high, with fragrant white flowers in late spring, followed by 
clusters of white to purple fruits. The leaves release an aromatic fragrance when crushed. A 
long-lived tree (100+ years) that produces a lot of seed that is well dispersed by birds 
(especially pigeons), soil movement also contributes to its spread. Forms dense carpets of 
seedlings which can grow to create pure stands of permanent canopy. 



PLANTS  

 

Mothplant (Araujia hortorum) 

 

Rampant, evergreen vine up to 10 m tall. Broken parts ooze a smelly, sticky, milky sap. 
White, fragrant, bell-shaped flowers develop into large, smooth, pear-shaped pods which 
contain many fluffy-headed, wind-borne, black seeds. Grows rapidly to canopy, forming 
large, heavy, long-lived masses. Produces masses of viable seed that can drift long 
distances in the wind which is the main form of spread. 

Pampas (Cortaderia selloana, Cortaderia jubata) 

 

Large, clump-forming tussock grasses with long, razor-edged leaves. Feathery flowers, 
creamy white to violet, on erect stalks, from February to May. Dead leaves curl into spirals 
at the base of the clump. Each plant releases millions of seeds which form dense stands 
smothering other vegetation. Seeds are spread very long distances by wind and 
occasionally water, also spread by soil movement and dumped vegetation. Not to be 
confused with native toetoe. 

Parrot’s feather (Myriophyllum apuaticum) Perennial, freshwater plant with light green or reddish stems that grow up to 4 m long. 
Fibrous roots are produced at each node. Foliage is blue-green, with leaves arranged in 
whorls of five or six. These are divided into many feathery leaflets. Flowers are small and 
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inconspicuous. All nodes can take root and forms dense mats in still or slow-flowing water 
or damp ground. Spread by fragments either breaking off or via contaminated equipment 
and boats. 

Periwinkle (Vinca major) 

 

Prostrate, scrambling, hairless, evergreen perennial with trailing stems that can take root 
wherever they come into contact with the soil. Glossy, dark green or occasionally variegated 
leaves. Solitary, blue-violet, 5-petalled flowers on short uprising stems are produced from 
January to December. Rhizomes, stem fragments and seeds are spread through dumped 
green waste and soil, and occasionally by water movement.  Smothers ground in dense, 
long-lived stands. 



PLANTS  

Plectranthus (Plectranthus ciliatus) 

 

Trailing or straggling herb with stems covered in purple hairs that form runners and root at 
nodes. Hairy oval, textured leaves with serrated edges are in opposite pairs and are purple 
underneath and dotted with glands. From December and August, erect stems (up to 30 cm 
tall) of tubular white flowers with purple dots inside lower lip are produced, followed by small 
dark brown nutlets.  Creeps along the ground forming thick, smothering mats. Runners are 
the only method of spread, and are moved around in soil and with green waste dumping. 

Prickly pear cactus (Opuntia monacantha) 

 

Grows up to 5 m tall with a definite trunk and many narrowly egg-shaped, flattened, 
succulent branches, 10-35 cm long. Leaves are minute and deciduous. Flowers are yellow 
with an orange to red median stripe, followed by reddish purple oblong fruit. The plant 
spreads by stem fragments forming monocultures in dry areas. 
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Purple nutsedge (Cyperus rotundus) 

 

Also known as nut grass. A perennial sedge with an unjointed solid stem that is triangular in 

cross-section. Bright green leaves, 20‑50 cm tall, taper to a point. Plant has brown-purple 

seed heads and rhizomatous roots with numerous 2-3 cm long tubers (nuts) along its 
length. Forms dense colonies that smother other plants, also removes nutrients and 
moisture from the soil. Dispersed mainly by cultivation equipment though locally through 
rhizome and tuber growth. 

Rough horsetail (Equisetum hyemale) 

 

Primitive fern, this plant stands erect with rigid hollow stems that feel hard and rough. Stems 
break easily at their joints. Leaves form spear-heads that encircle the joints with a distinctive 
black collar at the base of the joint. Spreads rapidly, resprouting from rhizomes that are 
hard to control. Forms stands that block out native seedlings from establishing. Can grow 
into and over watercourses, sometimes altering them and leading to flooding. Is resistant to 
most herbicides. 
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Royal fern (Osmunda regalis) 

 

Deciduous fern with short woody trunk up to 1.5 m. Fronds are tough, leathery and yellow 
green in colour. Spores are light brown and densely cover the plant.  It tolerates frost, wet, 
shade and poor, acidic soils. Spores are widely distributed by wind. Royal fern will grow in 
wetlands, swamps, and other damp areas. It competes with native species in these niche 
environments. Significant issue in wetlands. 

Saltwater paspalum (Paspalum vaginatum) 

 

Semi-aquatic, saline-tolerant perennial grass with long-creeping stems. The leaf blade (3-8 
cm long and 1-2 mm wide) has a leathery texture and grey-green colouring. The ligule is 
scarcely tapered and shortly bluntly pointed, with a collar with small tufts of hairs. Panicles 
of two erect spreading spikes. It can form dense swards on open mudflats, and along the 
banks of creeks to the upper limit of the tidal salt wedge. 
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Smilax (Asparagus asparagoides) 

 

A scrambling or twining perennial that grows up to 3 m tall in supporting shrubs or hedges. 
The ‘leaves’ are actually green, flattened leaf-like stems. Flowers are dense clusters of 
small, greenish-white, followed by red berries each containing 2-8 tiny black seeds. Tough 
long-lived tubers resprout at will and the plentiful seeds are distributed widely via birds. Also 
spread by soil and water movement. Forms dense patches and smothers other species. 

Snow poppy (Eomecon chionantha) 

 

Low-growing herbaceous perennial developing from long underground rhizomes. Small, 
oval, leathery leaves have scalloped edges, and stems ooze orange sap if crushed or 
broken. Long flower stems support pure white, four-petalled flowers (3-4cm across) with 
bright golden stamens. Very vigorous with a dense, matted root system that smothers small 
native plants. Extensive network of underground rhizomes make it difficult to control. 
Spread via garden dumping, vegetative spread and possibly seed. 
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Strawberry dogwood (Cornus capitata) 

 

A small evergreen tree up to 12 m tall with hairy branches when young that become hairless 
in time. Produces plentiful, pale-yellow flowers consisting of four large petal-like bracts from 
January to February, followed by large spherical fruit that ripen from pink to red. Grows 
rapidly, matures quickly and can produce a large number of seeds that are widely dispersed 
by birds. Grows into dense thickets, crowding out understorey species. 

Sydney golden wattle (Acacia longifolia) 

 

Fast–growing perennial shrub or small tree with sharply angled, hairless or sparsely angled 
twigs. Numerous, small, puffy, pale golden flowers appear in cylindrical spikes from July – 
August, followed by cup-shaped seeds. Produces many long-lived seeds which are spread 
by soil and water movement. Tolerates a range of climatic conditions and can grow quite 
happily in exposed dunes. Does well in poor soils as it fixes its own nitrogen. Forms 
extremely dense stands that prevent native species from establishing.  

Taiwanese cherry (Prunus campanulata) Small deciduous tree with a short trunk and narrowly spreading branches (branches nearly 
vertical when young). Thin leaves are rounded at base, broadly elliptic with sharp point at 
tip, and small teeth along entire leaf margin. Main veins on leaf are obvious and both 
surfaces are hairless. Bell-shaped flowers of magenta or pink to deep red, hang in clusters 
of 1-5 (July to September) and are followed by glossy scarlet cherries. It forms dense long-
lived stands in open or disturbed land that prevents the regeneration of other species. Seed 
is long-lived and widely dispersed by birds. 



PLANTS  

 

Thistle species other than Variegated thistle 

 

A group of flowering plants characterised by leaves with sharp prickles on the margins. 
Prickles often occur all over the plant, on surfaces of the stem and flat parts of leaves. 
Flowers are generally pinkish purple. Generally considered an agricultural pest as if 
unmanaged thistles can dominate pasture. Expensive and time consuming to control. Seed 
is dispersed via wind and also spread by rhizome movement. 

Tradescantia (Tradescantia fluminensis) 

 

An aggressive groundcover with dark, shiny, smooth leaves. Produces white triangular 
flowers with three petals in spring. The succulent trailing stems root easily at every node. 
Creeping and mat forming habit and rapid establishment from fragments smothers other 
ground dwellers and shades out other species preventing establishment. Spread via 
fragment including water movement and dumped vegetation. 

Tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima) Erect, deciduous tree with smooth, grey, striped bark. Leaves have up to 20 pairs of 
opposite leaflets on a stem. Clusters of yellow-green flowers produced from December to 
January, followed by seeds in pink/tan papery, winged sheaths. Tree has a strong smell 
similar to peanuts or cashews. Grows rapidly and forms dense thickets of suckering shoot. 



PLANTS  

 

Copious seed is spread via wind.  

Tree privet (Ligustrum lucidum) 

 

Fast-growing, evergreen, hairless tree up to 15 m tall with distinctive warty lumps on stems. 
Dark green, oval, glossy leaves. Tiny, fragrant, creamy flowers from November to March, 
followed by bluish-purplish-black, berry-like fruits coated with a powdery bloom which 
produce many highly-viable seeds.  Fast growing and very long-lived, it forms dense tall 
stands. Spread via birds, dumped vegetation and contaminated soil. 

Tube ladder fern (Nephrolepis cordifolia) Terrestrial or epiphytic fern. Upright ladder-like fronds with serrated, divided leaflets. Scaly 
rhizomes produce many long runners and round, hairy, potato-like tubers. It crowds out 
ground covers, shrubs and other ferns and can contribute to streamside erosion. Spore 
spread is probably minor but runners and tubers are spread through dumped vegetation, 
contaminated soil and occasionally water. 



PLANTS  

 

Velvet groundsel (Roldana petasitis) 

 

Erect, bushy, perennial shrub, up to 2.5 m tall, with large round, velvety leaves up to 20 cm 
across, and showy bunches of yellow daisy-like flowers followed by fluffy seed heads. Both 
the upper and lower surfaces are covered in short hairs, giving them a velvety texture. As 
the plant matures it forms dense cover which shades out and suppresses other species. 
Spread via windborne seed and dumped vegetative waste. Stems can take root and form 
new plants. 

 


