
Lake structures are an integral feature of the 

Rotorua Te Arawa lakes. They have mainly 

served the purpose of providing access from 

land to the water to enable recreational 

activities, access, shelter for watercraft and 

erosion protection.  

The construction and use of lake structures 

(existing and new, as well as who they serve) 

requires full evaluation by the Te Arawa 

Lakes Trust. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Lakes Structures Policy is 

to outline the Trust’s position regarding 

lakes structures.  

The Te Arawa Lakes Trust will work with 

respective lake structure parties to ensure the 

best outcome is achieved for the lake 

environment and our people, who are tangata 

whenua. The Trust will do this through 

consideration of all matters in accordance 

with Trust policies and the needs of each 

party.  

It is important for all parties to understand the 

role of Te Arawa as kaitiaki and the 

engagement principles and values we 

subscribe to, to ensure the on-going 

relationship can be maintained and 

encouraged.  

WHO WE ARE 

Te Arawa Lakes Trust was established to 

represent the interests of Te Arawa hapū and 

iwi members in relation to the Te Arawa Lakes 

Settlement Act 2006. Under this legislation, 

thirteen lakebeds have been vested in the 

Trust.  Rotorua Lakes Council also resolved to 

transfer ownership of the bed of Okaro. 

Te Arawa Lakes Trust has responsibility, as 

owner of the lake beds, to safeguard places 

of cultural and spiritual significance. This 

includes revitalising and enhancing the state 

of wellbeing (mauri) of the lakes.  

The Te Arawa Lakes are also statutory 

acknowledgement areas under this legislation. 

This means that consent authorities must have 

regard to these acknowledgements when 

processing applications for lake structures.  

HOW WE OPERATE 

Te Arawa Lakes Trust operates as a conduit, 

working closely with Te Arawa hapū and iwi 

members to obtain advice and assess the 

cultural effects across consents and activities 

on the lakes. Engagement in this process 

provides an opportunity for all parties to gain 

understanding, seek clarification of views and 

perspectives. It is an opportunity to establish, 

build and maintain relationships around our 

Lakes.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAKE STRUCTURE STATEMENTS OF POSITION 

The following are five key statements of position in relation to lake structures:

1. Lake structures are not located in, on or 

within 400m of culturally or historically 

significant areas including waahi tapu, 

marae, mahinga kai (food gathering) 

area or mahinga raranga (plant 

gathering for weaving) areas. 

 

2. The views of relevant iwi/hapu are 

incorporated into any application or 

structure design. 

 

3. The ability to access the lake water is 

not restricted or impeded by lake 

structures. 

 

4. Lake structures to provide multiple 

benefits as follows: 

a. Commercial recreational access 

structures are to be accessible for 

public use. 

b. Structures are to provide positive 

ecological contributions to the lake 

environment.  

 

 

5. Incremental or cumulative effects of 

lake structures are avoided, by: 

a. Ensuring a minimum distance of 

100m between recreational 

structures. 

b. Encouraging the sharing of 

structures.  

c. Providing for lake structures only in 

suitable locations, when critical for 

specific activities and alternatives 

have been explored. 

d. Non-renewal of leases when 

structures become surplus due  to  

sharing agreements. 

e. Minimising the impact on indigenous 

vegetation (e.g. Raupo / reeds) 

and wildlife associated with lake 

structure maintenance.  

 

MORE INFORMATION 

Please contact the team at the Te Arawa 

Lakes Trust on koreromai@tearawa.iwi.nz for 

more information.  

 

LAKE STRUCTURE PRINCIPLES 

The Te Arawa Lakes Trust has five principles that it considers relating to all lake structures: 

 

Safety - ensuring the structure is safe for public use. 

Sharing - ensuring that combined use of existing and new structures is promoted. 

Appropriate - ensuring that only structures that are necessary are provided. 

Effects - ensuring that lake structures do not contribute to adverse or cumulative effects of 

structures on the lakes. 

Sustainability - ensuring that the natural and physical resource is maintained and is not 

compromised by lake structures. 
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