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Coastal shipping Sustainable Business 
Network (EM15) 

2.6 Sea Coastal shipping is another important 
part of the transport system that 
should be strongly supported, with 
freight targets. 

Accept The Government has signalled that 
a  second stage GPS will investigate 
enabling funding for coastal 
shipping. 

Remove the word ‘ports’ from the 
title of section 2.3.2 and add the 
following:  

‘Coastal shipping plays an important 
role in the movement of freight to 
and from the Bay of Plenty region. 
The National Freight Demand Study 
(2014) estimated that approximately 
2.7% of regional freight volumes 
were moved by coastal shipping. 
This figure will have increased as 
transhipments increased 48% in the 
6 months to December 2017 and the 
Port of Tauranga is projecting 
considerable growth in 
transhipments. 

The Government has signalled that 
a second stage GPS will investigate 
enabling funding for coastal 
shipping. The Bay of Plenty region 
supports strengthening the role of 
coastal shipping and will be seeking 
to explore potential opportunities 
presented in the second stage 
GPS.’ 
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Freight integration Waikato Regional 
Transport Committee 
(EM11) 

2.1.1 Inter-regional 
journeys 

6.1 Piarere-Tauranga 

6.2 Waihi to Tauranga 

In 2.1.1 requests reference to ECMT 
providing an efficient link between the 
Port of Tauranga and freight hubs in 
North Waikato and Hamilton. 

In 6.2 requests amendment to bullet 
point under "freight integration" to 
recognise inter-modal facilities in the 
North Waikato as follows:  

The ongoing development of inter-
modal facilities in South Auckland and 
Hamilton and the North Waikato 
supports the relative efficiency of rail 
for direct inter-regional freight 
movements between Auckland and 
the Bay of Plenty on this corridor. 

Accept Request adds value to the 
description of inter-regional freight 
integration in general and on the 
relevant corridors. Add references to 
2.1.1 and the Piarere-Tauranga and 
Waihi to Tauranga freight integration 
sections. 

Funding Sustainable Business 
Network (EM15) 

Chapter 8: Funding Requests urgent investigation of 
funding options, including 
road/congestion pricing and a 
(sub)regional fuel tax. Include an 
analysis of road tolls to ensure they 
are not a barrier to freight using 
optimal highway routes. 

Request 
noted 

The Government has recently 
introduced the Land Transport 
Management (Regional Fuel Tax) 
Amendment Bill and the RTC has 
made a submission expressing 
support for the ability to establish a 
regional fuel tax. 

Tolling options are also currently 
being explored in proposals for new  
roading infrastructure in the Bay of 
Plenty. 

The RTC is also recommending that 
variable road user charges be 
explored as a means of encouraging 
road freight to use optimal state 
highway routes. 

The introduction of road/congestion 
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pricing and associated regulation is 
a matter the needs to be explored at 
a national level. 

Land use and transport SmartGrowth (EM1) Chapter 6 – Corridors 
and Networks 

Align the Bay of Plenty corridors and 
networks with the SmartGrowth 
Corridors (see Map 3, page 93 of the 
SmartGrowth Strategy 2013). If this is 
not possible then a separate map 
illustrating the SmartGrowth Corridors 
should be included. 

Accept in 
part 

The RLTP includes a region-wide 
corridors and networks framework. 
Care has been taken to ensure the 
relevant corridors and networks in 
the western Bay of Plenty sub-
region align with the SmartGrowth 
Strategy. This alignment is noted in 
the description of those corridors. 

Other factors that need to be taken 
into account when depicting the 
region’s corridors and networks in 
the RLTP include: 

- the corridors used in the corridor 
management plans that underpin 
the NZTA’s investment proposal; 

- the use of similar terminology to 
the SmartGrowth corridors 
elsewhere in the region (e.g. 
Rotorua also has Western, Eastern 
and Southern corridors) which could 
lead to confusion when applied 
regionally; and 

- the need to divide the region 
spatially to a degree that allows 
local level information to be 
considered while retaining an 
understanding of the significance of 
the wider intra and interregional 
journeys occurring in these 
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corridors. 

The current approach as detailed in 
the RLTP is considered to provide 
the most appropriate balance 
between these potentially competing 
demands. 

Regional development Toi EDA (EM5) 2.4.2 Regional 
development 

Requests RLTP 2018 support to 
undertake an Eastern Bay of Plenty 
Logistics Study to inform potential 
future freight movements, modes of 
transport and impacts on road, sea, 
air transport links. 

Comment 
noted 

As part of its Provincial Growth 
Fund, the Government has provided 
$250,000 to KiwiRail to further 
investigate the feasibility of 
developing a freight hub in Kawerau. 
This is the most appropriate starting 
point for further exploring inter-
modal freight logistics in the eastern 
Bay of Plenty. 

The Bay of Plenty Regional Council 
Transportation Infrastructure Study 
Report – Eastern Bay of Plenty was 
completed in 2014. Following 
completion of  the KiwiRail study, 
the region will consider whether 
there is a need to update the 2014 
study. 

Regional development Toi EDA (EM5) Chapter 6 – Corridors 
and Networks 

Add references to development 
proposals for mussels, kiwifruit, water 
bottling, large scale developments at 
Kawerau, Minginui expansion and 
developments of SH38 as a tourism 
attractor in the following corridors: 

- Paengaroa to Whakatane 
- Rotorua to Whakatane 
- Kawerau to Murupara 

Accept in 
part 

Where applicable, add references to 
development proposals in the 
relevant corridor. 

Add a general reference to 
development proposals in the wider 
eastern Bay of Plenty in cases 
where the development is not in the 
specific corridor. 
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Urban growth SmartGrowth (EM1) 2.2 Strategic drivers  SmartGrowth would like to see the 
western Bay of Plenty story and 
context referenced in greater detail. 

Under ‘Regional growth’ add the 
following: 

The western Bay of Plenty sub-region 
has and continues to be an area of 
rapid population growth. By 2033 the 
population of the sub-region will be 
221,000 – a 34% increase over the 
2013 population. 

Accept Figures for forecast population 
growth in the western Bay of Plenty 
sub-region provide additional 
contextual information for strategic 
drivers. 

Add text to ‘Regional growth’ in 
‘Strategic drivers’ 

Urban growth SmartGrowth (EM1) 2.2 Strategic drivers 

2.4.1 Urban growth 

SmartGrowth would like to see the 
western Bay of Plenty story and 
context referenced in greater detail. 

Add a new section on the western 
Bay of Plenty sub-region (suggested 
drafting included in submission). 

Accept in 
part 

Include a significant proportion of 
the suggested text to highlight the 
growth pressures and integrated 
planning occurring in the western 
Bay of Plenty.  

However, the RLTP is a regional 
document  and a balance must be 
maintained to ensure that the range 
of pressures facing different parts of 
the region (including growth 
pressures) are appropriately 
represented. 

Include traffic growth figures under 
‘traffic growth’ in strategic drivers. 

Urban growth SmartGrowth (EM1) 2.4 Strategic planning 

2.4.1 Urban growth 

Insert and reference the strategic 
work currently underway in the 
western Bay of plenty sub-region. 

Add the following wording: 

The Housing and Business 
Development Capacity Assessment 

Accept in 
part 

The RLTP is a regional land 
transport policy document with 
specific requirements on form and 
content set out in the Land 
Transport Management Act (LTMA). 
The strategic context and corridors 
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completed by the SmartGrowth 
partnership under the NPS-UDC 
indicates that there is a demand for 
43,000 new dwellings in the sub-
region by 2047. The NPS-UDC 
requires that infrastructure and 
services, including transport be 
identified to support the housing and 
business demand identified. 

and networks chapters clearly 
reference the more detailed spatial 
planning and business cases 
occurring at the sub-regional level. 
Adding a further level of sub-
regional planning detail is 
considered inappropriate in a 
document primarily governed by 
LTMA requirements. 

The National Policy Statement on 
Urban Development Capacity sets 
new requirements including 
producing a future development 
strategy in high growth urban areas 
such as the western Bay of Plenty 
sub-region. The requirement to 
prepare a future development 
strategy is noted in Appendix 1 
(Statutory and Policy Context). 
There is value in noting this 
requirement for the western Bay of 
Plenty sub-region in 2.4.1 (Urban 
Growth). 

However, sub-regional plans such 
as the future development strategy 
are considered to be the appropriate 
documents for providing more 
detailed information on land use and 
transport integration in each sub-
region. 

Urban growth Whakatane District 
Council (EM26) 

6.8 Paengaroa-
Whakatane 

WDC seeks that the Draft RLTP 
acknowledge the urban growth 
expectations, particularly given the 

Accept Add new heading ‘urban growth’ 
accompanied by the following text: 
‘There is urban growth occurring in 
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development of the Opihi and Shaw 
Road subdivisions 

the Coastlands area on the north 
side of Whakatane River.’ 

 


