
IN THE MATTER OF THE BAY OF PLENTY REGIONAL COUNCIL: PLAN CHANGE 9 

REGIONAL WIDE WATER QUANTITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVIDENCE OF TE MARU O NGATI RANGIWEWEHI 

PRESENTED BY GINA MOHI AND TE RANGIKAHEKE BIDOIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thurs 15 March 2018 4.20pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



My name is Gina Mohi, I hold a MSc RMA planning degree and specialise in Maori RMA 

planning matters with over 15 years’ experience in this field. I am also a certified and 

experienced Independent Hearing Commissioner.  

 

I make this submission on behalf Te Maru o Ngati Rangiwewehi Iwi Authority. 

 

The concepts and responsibilities of kaitiakitanga are fundamental to the way Ngati 

Rangiwewehi expresses Rangatiratanga over their taonga so that the mauri and mana of our 

waterways is never compromised. All these factors contribute to what makes us an iwi and are 

important and essential elements to the physical and spiritual wellbeing of Ngati Rangiwewehi. 

 

The western methodology of identifying the Ecological minimum flow as the baseline for water 

allocation models does not satisfy the cultural imperative of sustainable use and development 

that the tikanga and kawa associated to Kaitiakitanga practices and protocols. 

 

The identification of a further water base flow parameter that takes into account the concerns 

raised by the tribal members of Ngati Rangiwewehi has led to the identification and 

development of a culturally-based flow parameter – Kaitiaki water flows.  

 

The Ngati Rangiwewehi Iwi Management Plan (NRIMP) identifies that current minimum flow 

settings do not provide for the cultural values of the iwi.  Additionally, we consider that current 

water management strategies do not adequately address the cultural values in water research. 

Policy 4 of the NRIMP water chapter gives further direction “That in-stream minimum flows, flow 

regimes, and lake tributary levels which recognise and provide for the cultural values of Ngati 

Rangiwewehi and the ecological health of connected ecosystems are promoted to Regional 

Council.” 

 

The Proposed National Environmental Standards on Ecological Flows and Water Standards 

discussion document (2008) released by the Ministry for the Environment identifies Thangata 

Whenua concerns around the current water allocation and management regimes and suggests 

the establishment of ‘Environmental Flows’ and water levels as being critical for effective water 

management, via the identification of the ecological, cultural, recreational and amenity values 

associated with a particular water body. 

 

Recognition of the intrinsic value of our awa and puna through the development and integration 

of an additional water flow parameter that provides additional sustainability parameters when 

using and allocating water is considered to be a suitable method of recognising our precious 

water resource as a taonga- tuku-iho that must be protected, while also providing for social and 

economic use and development by and for Ngati Rangiwewehi. The flow on benefit to the wider 

community over the long-term is an obvious positive outcome and global water reserves 

become limited or unusable due to poor water management practices. 

 

 

TE MANA O TE WAI - KAITIAKI FLOWS 



 

The Iwi Chairs Forum definition of ‘Te mana o te wai’ ls summarised very simply as  

● Protection - that the first right to the water goes to the water. 

● Sustains - the framework to rehabilitate and maintain gains in our water ways 

●  Enabling -  also nurturing and provides us with a koha to enable sustainable use. 

 

The identification of a further water base flow parameter that takes into account the concerns 

raised by the tribal members of Ngati Rangiwewehi has led to the identification and 

development of a culturally-based flow parameter – Kaitiaki water flows.  

 

Ngati Rangiwewehi is currently working with GNS on a stage 2 matauranga maori science 

research project to ascertain Flow regimes and develop an informed practice when advising on 

allocation. (ref pg. 14-23 Iwi Management Plan ), to utilise and collect data in a scientific 

method, in order to give examples of kaupapa Māori based approaches to land and waterways 

sustainability as Tangata whenua, interfacing with western science and working for the 

common good of the resource as responsible guardians. 

 

It is our view that Kaitiaki water flow model is a practical expression of “Te mana o te 

wai” particularly with respect to ‘the first right to the water goes to the water’.  

 

2. Ngati Rangiwewehi is very clear that as tangata whenua are treaty partners and therefore 

maintain their special interest in water.  The need to recognise and provide for an allocation 

specifically for Iwi purposes regardless of if it is for cultural and or development must be 

provided for by Council via this plan change.  Indeed we are very clear that IWI ALLOCATION IS 

NOT WATER BANKING but is a treaty right via article 2 of Te Tirity o Waitangi. 

 

In summary - support WQ P5 proposed interim threshold and limits however we have very real 

concerns that alternative flow models such as Kaitiaki flows will not be given due and 

appropriate consideration as matauranga maori methodology but will be relegated to a value 

discussion.  We seek clear direction from the Commissioners that our concerns will not be 

realised when locally specific limits are set. 

 

3. We note that the Regional Council has recently approved an internal Matauranga Maori 

Policy, however it is unclear how this policy has been incorporated into draft plan change given 

the ‘for internal use only’ nature of the policy document.  We seek clarity with respect to this 

matter. 

 

4.summary points 

- support  WQ Method 5 and  Rule 6  improving water efficiency by Councils metering of 

individual properties and distinguishing non domestic use of municipal water supplies 



- Unconsented water takes - Support option 4  

 

 

 

 

 

Gina Mohi (MSc) 

Te Tari Taiao Environmental Unit 

Te Maru o Ngati Rangiwewehi Iwi Authority 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EVIDENCE PRESENTED BY TE RANGIKAHEKE BIDIOIS:  Plan Change 9 

presentation to Hearing for Thurs 15 March 2018 4.20pm 

Commissioners, may we request your leave to share a few thoughts, even although 

these whakaaro may be slightly outside the scope of this hearing, you see, when it 

comes to water allocation, our thoughts irrevocably turn to the landmark Environment 

Court decision in 2007 regarding the Ngongotaha Water Supply, Consent 61175 

Taniwha Springs Water Take, and the ensuing journey. 

In the period 2005-2014 we were engaged in Environment Court and Appeal, Waitangi 

Tribunal resulting in the Maunga Rongo Report, and eventually Claims Settlement 

process with the Crown. 

In a snapshot – we are currently engaged in: 

 Iwi Leaders Group / Iwi Chairs Forum – specifically Pou Taiao  - Freshwater (but not 
limited to) 

 New Zealand Maori Council – Wai Claim 2358 National Freshwater and Geothermal 
Resources Inquiry: claims brought by Ngati Rangiwewehi for holding proprietary 
interests in the waters of Taniwha Springs at Awahou and at Hamurana Springs. 

 BOPRC – Plan Change 9, 10 and 12;   Long Term Plan consultation (and other kaupapa) 
 RLC – Joint Resource Consent – Taniwha Springs / Ngongotaha Water Supply;  and 

multiple other kaupapa 
 Kaitiaki Flows project – in partnership with GNS, funded by MBIE 
 Re-energised Nga Puna Wai o te Tokotoru (large natural grouping consisting of Tapuika 

Iwi Authority, Ngati Rangiteaoere and Ngati Rangiwewehi) seeking implementation 
with BOPRC of a Te Mana Whakahono a Rohe Agreement, led by Tapuika. 

 
We do all of this with a ‘skeleton crew’, and limited resources, even although we are a 
‘settled iwi vis the claims settlement process’. 
So, it is a real concern that Te Mana Whakahono a Rohe Agreements are like 

determination of Iwi proprietary rights in water, seemingly out in the ether of moemoea 

due to change in Government and other political reasons;  and not given the ‘status’ 

within this Plan Change that we certainly had an expectation of since entering the 

process in 2016. 

Despite all of this, we will continue to pursue the priority areas identified by our Iwi as 

significant in the determination of our tino rangatiratanga. 

Nga mihi nunui ki a tatou katoa mo tenei huihuinga.    Na reira tena koutou, tena koutou, 

tena tatou katoa.  Ka huri! 

 
Te Rangikaheke 
Yvonne Moana Bidois QSM 
Kaiwhakahaere 
Te Tahuhu o Tawakeheimoa Trust 
On behalf of Te Maru o Ngati Rangiwewehi Iwi Authority 
 


