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Horticulture NZ thanks the Hearings Panel for the opportunity to present evidence at the 
hearing on Plan Change 9 to the Bay of Plenty Regional Council. 

Crop and Rootstock Survival 

At that hearing, the Panel requested Horticulture NZ provide a supplementary response to 
clarify the manner in which a methodology for determining crop and rootstock survival 
water could be provisioned in the Regional Plan. 

Section 7.1.9, paragraph 115 of the s42a Report stated as follows: 

Policy WQ P16(a) should be revised to include identification of crop and rootstock survival 
water. The Horticultural industry may wish to provide information on methods of estimating 
crop and rootstock survival water requirements to incorporate in the definition. 

In response, Mr Nic Conland outlined a method to the Panel that suggested that crop and 
rootstock survival water be calculated to be a maximum of 25% of the total daily consented 
water demand and no more than 80% of the Q5. 

Mr Conland had mistakenly suggested the change should be made to Policy 16(a), when 
aligning with the s42a report, the change is more appropriately made to the definition as 
follows: 

Crop and rootstock survival water - Water provided for the survival of crop or root stock 
intended for human consumption. This includes permanent horticultural crops (e.g. kiwifruit, 
avocado, stonefruit, pipfruit) and hydroponic glasshouse crops and excludes all annual crops, 
pasture species, animal fodder crops and maize. The allocation is calculated within each 
WMA to be a maximum of 25% of the total daily consented water demand and no more than 
80% of the Q5.  

National Value (Other) Irrigation, cultivation and food production 

Commissioners questioned Horticulture NZ on changes sought to WQ O8 to specifically 
identify that the community has placed particular value on water to support food cultivation 
and processing as a means to realising the Region’s economic potential and improving the 
wellbeing of communities. A question was posed as to whether a broader reference in WQ 
O8 to Rural Production Activities would address the issue for Horticulture NZ. In response, 
Mr Chris Keenan referred commissioners to the preferred wording and terminology of the 
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National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management and we provide the reference in full 
as follows: 

Appendix 1: National values and uses for fresh water 

Other National Values: Irrigation, cultivation and food production 

The freshwater management unit meets irrigation needs for any purpose. Water quality 
and quantity would be suitable for irrigation needs, including supporting the cultivation of 
food crops, the production of food from domesticated animals, non-food crops such as 
fiber and timber, pasture, sports fields and recreational areas. Attributes will need to be 
specific to irrigation and food production requirements. 

Should changes be agreeable to WQ O8, Horticulture NZ reiterates its preference that the 
terms Irrigation, Cultivation and Food Production are used. 

Other matters 

Evidence presented from Mr Vance Hodgson and Mr Chris Keenan, addressed the issue of 
when an ‘existing authorised user’ should be defined. Defining an existing user is important 
in the consent renewal process and in situations where the phasing out of over-allocation is 
required and relevant in terms of WQ P12 Recognition and certainty for existing authorised 
users WQ P3 Existing over allocation.  

Horticulture NZ suggested that the policy specify then an existing user is one authorised at 
the date of notification of the plan (18 October 2016). To clarify for the Panel, this 
determination would only be relevant until sub-catchment plans had been prepared for a 
Freshwater Management Unit. Upon these plans becoming operative, the 18 October 2016 
to identify an existing authorised user would become redundant. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

Lucy Deverall 

Environmental Policy Advisor – North Island 
Horticulture New Zealand 

 

 
 


