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IN THE MATTER of the Resource Management Act 1991 

AND 

IN THE MATTER Hearing of submissions and further 

submissions in relation to the Region-

wide Water Quality – Proposed Plan 

Change 9 to the Bay of Plenty Regional 

Water and Land Plan 

 

STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE OF DAYLE HUNIA 

ON BEHALF OF NGĀTI HOKOPU 

 

    INTRODUCTION 

Ko Mataatua te Waka 
Ko Whakatāne te Awa 

Ko Kāputerangi te Maunga 
Ko Ngāti Awa te Iwi 

Ko Te Whare o Toroa te Marae 
Ko Ngāti Hokopū te Hapū 

 

My name is Dayle Hunia. I have prepared this statement of evidence on behalf of Ngāti Hokopū to 

whom I affiliate through whakapapa.  

I am an environmental consultant based in Whakatāne.  I hold a Bachelor of Applied Science 

(Natural Resource Management) from Massey University and a Master of Business Administration 

from Waikato University.  I am a certified Environmental Commissioner. I have 20 years’ 

experience in the field of Natural Resource Management. I hold a range of governance and 

strategic advisory roles at a local and national level. 
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BACKGROUND 

Ngāti Hokopū is a hapū of Ngāti Awa. Ngāti Hokopū maintain an ancient cultural and traditional 

relationship over our ancestral lands and waters including Wai Māori. Our rohe extends from 

Whakatāne to Ohiwa Harbour. The eponymous ancestor of Ngāti Awa is Awanuiarangi II.  Our 

connection through whakapapa compels us to uphold our manawhenua, rangatiratanga and 

kaitiakitanga in perpetuity. 

As Kaitiaki, Ngāti Hokopū hold an inherited responsibility to maintain the relationship between 

our whanau, hapū and our ancestral waters and surrounding environs.  The mauri of our whenua 

and waters has been severely degraded and must be restored and protected for the benefit of 

future generations of all people who reside within our rohe.   The existence of structures, dams, 

water takes and discharges (including Municipal sewage) to our waters continues to have a 

devastating effect on our relationship with our Wai Māori.   

Section 8 requires that all persons exercising functions and powers under the RMA take into 

account the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi.  As Treaty Partners, Ngāti Hokopū assert that PC9 

must be deferred until such time as the Regional Council is able to adequately address the complex 

issues set out in the original submission by way of robust dialogue with Ngāti Hokopū.  

RESPONSE TO STAFF REPORT 

I have read the section 42A staff report received prior to this hearing. I was one of many who 

participated in a range of hui called by the Regional Council as part of the Plan Change preparation 

process. The views of tangata whenua provided at those hui are not reflected in either the Plan 

Change or the subsequent staff report.  

Overall, I consider that the recommended changes do not address the submission points raised 

by Ngāti Hokopū.  Our opposition to the majority of provisions within Plan Change 9 therefore 

remains unchanged.  

DECISION SOUGHT  

Ngāti Hokopū will continue to work with other hapū and Iwi as part of current and future RMA 

processes and acknowledges the right of other hapū to make their own assertions as to their rights 

and interests. 
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I have considered the decisions sought in the evidence to be provided by Leonie Simpson – Chief 

Executive, Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Awa. The Hearings Panel is advised that Ngāti Hokopū fully endorses 

and adopts the outcomes sought by Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Awa as follows: 

That the Hearings Panel: 

• reduces the scope of Proposed Plan Change 9 to provisions for water metering and to 

enable water management area (WMA) works only 

• abandons the approach of providing amnesty periods and preferential treatment for 

unauthorised water users in the dairy industry and instead enter mediation with Maori 

and other submitters to WQR4 and WQP14 to discuss appropriate, fair and reasonable 

provisions for water use in dairy shed activities (milk cooling and shed washdown) 

• deletes the rest of the proposed plan change 9 provisions so that existing regulations 

remain operative until they can be changed through Water Management Area works 

involving iwi, hapu, tangata whenua with values and interests in fresh water and 

freshwater ecosystems, and the community with to identify tangata whenua values and 

interests, to be reflected in fresh water and freshwater ecosystems management 

regulations in each catchment (WMA) in the region 

• withdraws the ‘Assessment of water availability and estimates of current allocation levels 

October 2016 Report’ 

• recognises that it must involve and work with iwi, hapu, Maori Land Trusts, Kaitiaki, 

including Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Awa, its hapu and community in ways consistent with 

legislation, the NPSFM, its regional policy and iwi planning documents to develop interim 

water quantity limits for the region that will recognise and provide for Maori, take 

account of the Treaty of Waitangi, give effect to regional policy and set objectives and 

policy that integrates the ways the planning provisions are implemented by Council, iwi 

authorities and members of the regional community. 

Dayle Hunia 

15 March 2018 


