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Proposed Plan Change 9 Hearings Panel 

C/- Sue Simpson, Hearings Co-ordinator 

 

 

13 March 2018 

Dear Hearings Panel 

Letter to Hearings Panel from First Gas Ltd - Proposed Plan Change 9: Region-wide Water Quality 

First Gas Ltd (‘First Gas’) lodged submissions (Submitter Number 016) on the Proposed Plan Change 9 – 

Region-wide Water Quantity. First Gas has approximately 360km of pipeline within the region, along with 

associated above-ground facilities. 

First Gas has reviewed the recommendations in the Section 42A Officer Report as they relate to First Gas’ 

submissions. First Gas has opted not to attend the public hearing, but respectfully requests the Hearings 

Panel to consider the points noted below in their deliberations.  

1 Overview 

In broad terms, First Gas’ submission sought to ensure the Regional Plan provides a framework, to the 

extent it can, to:  

 enable the operation, maintenance, replacement, upgrade, development and / or removal of its regionally 

(and nationally) significant assets and operations; and  

 protect its’ regionally (and nationally) significant assets and operations from others’ activities.  

First Gas’ network is recognised in the Regional Policy Statement as regionally and nationally significant 

infrastructure which provides significant benefits. The Regional Plan must give effect to the RPS and it is in 

this context that First Gas’ assets and activities must be provided for. 

It is noted that First Gas is not a consumptive user. However, it requires the taking of water for its activities, 

including for construction purposes and hydro-testing associated with the commissioning of new pipelines. It 

is therefore important that the water quantity provisions recognise and provide for this within the overall 

framework. This includes avoiding the over-allocation of water and avoiding the ‘locking-up’ of water through 

authorisations. 

2 Key Outcome Sought 

First Gas’ submission sought specific provisions in relation to: 

 A new issue: to recognise the importance of regionally significant infrastructure and that these activities 

should be provided for; 

 Amendments / additions to the objective framework (Objective WQ9 and new objectives WQ12 and 

WQ13): to address the issue identified above; 

 Additions to the policy framework to achieve the objectives in relation to regionally significant 

infrastructure; and 

 Amendments to the rule framework (Rules WQ1, WQ2, WQ3, WQ5 and WQ10). 
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The intent of these submissions was to ensure an enabling pathway is explicitly provided for regionally 

significant infrastructure. Broadly speaking, while the section 42A Report recommends not accepting First 

Gas’ submissions, the outcomes sought in its submission are more generally provided for (as recommended) 

in the overall framework. This includes: 

 WQI3 and WQI8; 

 WQO8(d); 

 WQP10(a)(iv), WQP15(d) and WQP31(c); and 

 The recommended rule framework under the proposed Plan Change which provides an enabling 

framework to allow a consideration of the merits of any proposed abstraction. 

First Gas respectfully seeks that this enabling framework for regionally significant infrastructure (and the 

social, economic and cultural benefits provided for by that infrastructure) is provided for in decisions. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Hywel Edwards 

Associate - Planning 
 
on behalf of 

Beca Limited 

Direct Dial: +64 6 759 5744 
Email: hywel.edwards@beca.com 

 

Copy 

Adam Du Fall, First Gas Ltd 


