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Introduction 

1. My name is Kevin Wood and I am Ballance Agri-Nutrient’s Environmental Manger. 

2. Ballance Agri-Nutrients Limited (or ‘Ballance’) is a farmer-owned co-operative with over 

19,000 shareholders and approximately 800 staff throughout New Zealand. The corporate 

office, a super-phosphate manufacturing plant, and a distribution hub are all located here in 

Mount Maunganui. In addition to its major manufacturing plant based in Mount Maunganui, 

Ballance has a network of fertiliser storage and dispatch facilities (‘Service Centres’) located 

within the Bay of Plenty Region. 

3. Ballance lodged a submission to proposed plan change 9.  

Scope of my evidence 

4. Ballance is supportive of the water quantity provisions in proposed plan change 9. We 

provided a total of eleven comments in our original submission, of which six were fully 

supportive. The remaining five were supportive with amendments. In my evidence I would 

like to speak of Ballance’s belief that primary production and industrial activities are 

important to the economic wellbeing of the Bay of Plenty that deserves recognition. 

5. For brevity I will speak to only provision WQ O8 of Ballance’s original submission to the 

proposed plan change 9. 

WQ O8 

6. Ballance’s original submission requested that WQ O8 (b) be amended to include a reference 

to ‘industry and primary production activities’ (submission number 4:4).  

"(b) Social, economic and cultural benefits that existing water takes contribute, 

including industry and primary production activities, which is often associated with 

significant investment" 

7. In further submissions, one was in opposition, two in support, and one ‘not applicable’. The 

further submission in opposition (Further submission number 10-1) stated that industry does 

not need special mention as the objective is inclusive. 

8. Ballance’s request is not included in the proposed plan change version 6.0. However, the 

following three new explicit additions have been made to WQ O8: 

(c) Tangata whenua values and interests in the water body. 

(e) Benefits to be derived from the use of water for, or directly associated with, electricity 

generation from renewable resources. 

(f) Long term certainty and priority required for safe and adequate municipal drinking water 

supplies 
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9. The Bay of Plenty Regional Policy Statement. Specifically the Water quantity section (Section 

2.10, p101) that says - 

Water is essential for all life and is valued for its usefulness and intrinsic qualities. 

The use and development of fresh water resources plays an important role in 

providing for the region’s wellbeing. Both surface and groundwater are highly valued 

in the Bay of Plenty region for a variety of reasons including: 

• Economic – for primary production, power generation, and industry; 

• Environmental – maintaining healthy ecosystems; 

• Social – for water supply and safe swimming; 

• Cultural – mahinga kai and mauri; and 

• Recreation – for fishing and boating. 

10. It is Ballance’s contention that we and our farmers have made and are continuing to make 

significant investment for the social and economic benefit of the Bay of Plenty. The Regional 

Policy Statement seems to acknowledge the economic value primary production and 

industry offers the Bay of Plenty.  

11. Ballance does not disagree with the additions of three new explicit entities (Tāngata 

whenua, electricity generation from renewable resources, or adequate municipal drinking 

water supplies) being added to the WQ O8. These are also referenced in the Regional Policy 

Statement, but Ballance questions why primary production and industry should be excluded. 

Summary 

12. As detailed in its original submission, Ballance is supportive of the general direction provided 

in proposed Plan Change 9. However, as identified in the preceding sections of my evidence, 

Ballance believes that the significant economic and social investment that primary 

production and industrial activities offer to the economic wellbeing of the Bay of Plenty 

deserve recognition. 

13. I thank the Commissioners for their consideration of this evidence on behalf of Ballance Agri-

Nutrients. 


