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I, John Butterworth, farmer from Mamaku, say: 

Introduction 

1. I make this statement in support of the submissions of Federate Farmers of New 

Zealand (FFNZ) to the proposed Plan Change 9 to the Bay of Plenty Regional Natural 

Resource Plan. 

2. My partner, Nicole, and I are 50/50 sharemilkers with my parents Jack and Shelley 

Butterworth on their 285ha farm in Mamaku.  I am the fourth generation of my family 

to farm in Mamaku. My great grandfather Percy Heather milked jersey cows here 

through the 1930’s to the 1950’s on a piece of land we still manage as a drystock farm 

down the road. The farm we are currently on was converted to dairy in 1990.  

The Farm 

3. My partner, Nicole, and I live on the farm in Mamaku, running the farm as 50/50 

sharemilkers with my parents. 

4. As 50/50 sharemilkers we own the cows and machinery, manage the farm, and split 

expenses and income 50/50 with my parents, the farm owners. 

5. We milk approximately 550 cows, and rear 30 deer and 250 calves each year. 30ha 

of the farm is in native bush, and a further 7ha in pine trees. 

6. We take our water from an in ground bore, taking water from ground water. Water is 

currently metered to measure shed usage but not the rest of the farm. The pumping 

of water from the bore and around the farm costs $600 a month.  

7. The installation of the water system in its current guise was a significant farm expense 

to the farm owners. The bore itself cost $35,000, tanks $15,000, pumps $16,000 and 

the water pipes $50,000. This was a total cost of $116,000 in the fitting of infrastructure 

before considering the on-going upkeep. 

8. We use water to run the plate cooler in the dairy shed to cool the milk before it goes 

into the vat. This is a requirement from our milk company for food safety. For hygiene 

purposes we wash out the shed and yards during and after milk from mid-July (when 

calving begins) until we dry off at the end of May. We use up to 23,000 litres per day 

in the shed for these purposes.  

9. Water is recycled from the plate cooler to be reused for cowshed and yard washdown. 

To minimise water used in the yard washdown, we scrape the yard first with a rubber 

scraper attached to the quad bike. We estimate this has reduced our water usage by 

30%. We also only wash the yard down following the morning milking to further reduce 

water usage. 
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10. We take water for stock drinking water, this is pumped around the farm to in paddock 

troughs, and supply water to the four houses on the farm for staff and ourselves.  

11. Stock drinking water demand varies hugely across the season. In winter, stock tend 

to drink very little. We have a very high rainfall of 2,500mm per year and a lot of this 

falls in winter. Water intakes peak in summer, with the most water being consumed 

from the main reticulation system. We have very few leaks and we know when water 

is running faster than it should by the sound the dosatron (a dosatron is a system that 

adds minerals for the cows into their water) makes when it is required to work 

overtime. 

12. To manage biosecurity, and minimise weed transfer from machinery, we regularly 

wash down our machinery. This, while another draw on the water supply, is important 

for us to minimise spread of weeds which allows us to use less weed spray. 

13. We are very aware of the environment in which we farm and farm it accordingly.  

Impact of propositions  

14. I was asked by Federated Farmers of New Zealand to explain how some of the 

proposed restrictions will impact on my farm. 

15. We absolutely know the water we receive is precious and we have always farmed 

accordingly to make sure we don’t waste what we receive. We have measures in our 

cowshed, including recycling the water used through the water cooler, to minimise 

water wastage. 

16. If I had to separately meter stock drinking water I will need to separately record house, 

animal drinking and cowshed water use. This not only is an additional expense in new 

water meters, but also their upkeep for no direct benefit to our farm business. 

Monitoring cowshed use makes sense as I can make a difference in water use here, 

but I can’t ask the cows to reduce their water intake. 

 

17. The recording is also difficult to comply with, for telemetry we would need additional 

technology to do it, making it even more expensive to do but otherwise we need to 

regularly download the data but in the period between downloading, there could have 

been an issue with the recording and the data for that month lost. I worry that I could 

be penalised for this but it isn’t practical to check on it everyday when I currently work 

incredibly long hours. 

 

John Butterworth  


