
Have your say on 

Plan Change 13 
(Air Quality)



What is the process?
Draft Plan Development
From science and research, monitoring 
data, review of current plan, discussions 
with operations staff, complaints database, 
compliance reports, technical advice

Feedback Period
Draft Plan released along with discussion 
document for public feedback – 26 April  
– 30 November 2016

Regional Plans Amalgamated
Decision to amalgamate regional plans to  
one Regional Natural Resources Plan – 
September 2017

Proposed Plan Change 13
Formally notified for public submissions 
– 27 February 2018

Submission Period  
27 February – 12 April 2018

Further Submissions
A summary of submissions will be made 
available. This period will give an opportunity 
to consider what other submitters have said 
and make a submission

Submissions Evaluated

All submissions are considered and  
responses prepared

Hearings
Submitters have the opportunity to  
present to a Hearing Panel

Decisions 
The Hearing Panel makes decisions and 
amended Plan Change is released to the 
public 

Appeals
Submitters may appeal decisions to the 
Environment Court

Operative Plan Change
Once appeals resolved, Plan Change becomes 
operative and included as a section of the 
Regional Natural Resources Plan

We have a Regional Air Plan to help us do this. The plan is 
more than 10 years old and needs updating. We released 
a draft new air plan in 2016 for feedback from the public. 
We used this feedback to develop the latest version of the 
plan. The air plan is now proposed, which means it’s open 
for public submissions.

Why is this a plan change?
The plan doesn’t look the same as before. Since we 
released the draft plan, we have decided to amalgamate 
six regional plans, including the Regional Air Plan, into 
one plan. The first stage was to reformat the Regional 
Water and Land Plan and reissue it as the Regional Natural 
Resources Plan. We completed this in November 2017.

From here, the remaining five regional plans will be 
incorporated as chapters into the Regional Natural 
Resources Plan, as plan changes. The air plan is the first to 
go through this process as Plan Change 13 (Air Quality).

Read on for a summary of the key topics and changes.

What happens now?
Until now, consultation has been informal – usually through 
phone calls, meetings, open days and workshops. The 
next stage is more formal, with written submissions and 
hearings processes. If you want  your say, now is the time 
to have it. 

Written submissions are due at any of our offices by 4pm 
on 12 April, 2018. Submissions must be in the prescribed 
format which can be downloaded from our webpage. 
When completed send to:

Under the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council is responsible for the management of spray, smoke, odour and dust.

Have your say on 

Plan Change 13 (Air Quality)

Make your voice heard
Being a part of an official process can be daunting, 
especially for those who have never done it before. 
But it’s important to tell us if there is something in 
the plan change you support or oppose, or just want 
to provide some comment on.

The Ministry for the Environment has an excellent 
series of booklets available to help people 
understand the plan change process. The guide to 
making submissions on plans is available at  
www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/rma/everyday-guide-
rma-making-submission-about-proposed-plan-or-
plan-change. You can also contact our staff for help 
with the process.

Email: air@boprc.govt.nz
Fax:  0800 884 882
Post: The Chief Executive 
  Bay of Plenty Regional Council 
  PO Box 364 
  Whakatāne 3158

For more information and links to 
key documents visit www.boprc.
govt.nz/air-plan-change

We are here



Topic 1 – Open burning

Issue: Open burning, particularly in urban areas is 
a nuisance and leads to complaints

 • Urban open burning banned (except 
recreational)

 • Burning for fire fighter training and emergency 
disposal permitted

 • Certain harmful materials (e.g. plastic) cannot 
be burned

Topic 2 – Rotorua burners

Issue: Old, inefficient burners in Rotorua Airshed 
cause high concentrations of particulates and 
health effects

 • Old burners cannot be used from 1 February, 
2020

 • Low emission burners may replace existing old 
burners

 • Resource consent required to install new 
burners where not replacing existing burner

 • Indoor open fires permitted in heritage buildings 

 • Pellet burners permitted

Topic 3 – Agrichemical spraying

Issue: Agrichemical spray can drift off target, 
leading to heath concerns and adverse effects

 • Spray risk management plan required for spray 
activities with higher risk of spray drift

 • Stricter signage requirements for spraying in 
public amenity areas

 • Stricter notification requirements for spraying 
using methods with higher risk of spray drift

 • Option for notification agreements with 
neighbours

 • Rules focus on discharge to air, not storage, 
transport, disposal of agrichemicals

Topic 4 – Fuel burning equipment 
(boilers)

Issue: Discharges from boilers may cause adverse 
effects including health impacts

 • No change for existing boilers

 • New permitted boiler thresholds reduced to 
50kW for solid fuel and oil, 10MW for gas fuels 
with 12m stack

 • No new permitted boilers in the Rotorua Airshed

Topic 5 – Methyl bromide and fumigants

Issue: Logs for export treated using large amounts 
of methyl bromide. It is then vented to the 
atmosphere, where it may cause health effects

 • All fumigants used for quarantine and pre-
shipment fumigants need a resource consent

 • Use of methyl bromide without recapture is a  
non-complying activity

Topic 6 – Mt Maunganui area

Issue: Large complex area with many commercial 
and industrial discharges to air

 • No change to rules

 • Expanded monitoring installed in the area

 • If necessary, rules to manage discharges in this 
area will be introduced in the future 

Topic 7 – General activities and 
discretionary activities

Issue: Specific discretionary activity rules ensure 
discharges from higher-risk activities such as 
industrial or commercial activities apply for a 
resource consent. General activity rules capture any 
activity that is not otherwise managed.

 • New crematoria are listed as discretionary and 
require resource consent 

 • Pet food processing (using heat) is listed as 
discretionary and requires resource consent

 • General permitted rule is updated using 
terms “noxious or dangerous, offensive or 
objectionable” consistent with the RMA instead 
of “harmful concentrations”

 • Reference to hazardous air pollutants list is 
removed

 • Air discharges from industrial or trade premises  
no longer default to general 

 • Discharges to air from activities associated 
with plantation forestry and managed by the 
National Environmental Standard for plantation 
forestry are excluded from these rules.

Topic 8 – Minor activities 

Issue: Many low-scale and minor activities can be 
managed using permitted activities with conditions 
specific to each activity and type of discharge.

 • Abrasive blasting, vehicles and aircraft, spray 
irrigation of liquid waste, unsealed roads, 
ventilation of liquid storage tanks and venting of 
gas from geothermal bores and soakage holes 
are still permitted

Summary of Proposed Plan Change 13 Provisions


