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Statutory and Non-Statutory Assessment 

 

The purpose of this Appendix is to provide and assess the relevant statutory and non-statutory planning 

framework in further detail to the summary in Section 5 of the Assessment of Environmental Effects Report. 

 

National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission 2008 

Included in full in Appendix M and assessed directly within the Assessment of Environmental Effects Report. 

 

New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010  

Provision Comment 

Objectives  

Objective 1. To safeguard the integrity, form, 

functioning and resilience of the coastal 

environment and sustain its ecosystems, including 

marine and intertidal areas, estuaries, dunes and 

land, by: 

• maintaining or enhancing natural biological and 

physical processes in the coastal environment and 

recognising their dynamic, complex and 

interdependent nature; 

• protecting representative or significant natural 

ecosystems and sites of biological importance and 

maintaining the diversity of New Zealand’s 

indigenous coastal flora and fauna; and 

• maintaining coastal water quality, and enhancing it 

where it has deteriorated from what would 

otherwise be its natural condition, with significant 

adverse effects on ecology and habitat, because of 

discharges associated with human activity. 

The project results in the removal of a structure 

within the CMA, and no new structures will be 

installed in the CMA   

 

An identified SEA (TCC Plan)/IBDA B (PRCEP) is 

affected by some work in the span between Poles 

127A and 128/128A.    

 

The ecological assessment concludes that from a 

benthic ecological marine ecology and coastal bird 

perspective, the impact of the Tower 118 removal 

will have an overall low level of effect and no specific 

mitigation is required given the methodology 

proposed. 

 

In regard to the vegetation both within and 

surrounding the part of SEA25 (TCC Plan)/IBDA B 

(PRCEP) impacted by the proposal works, the area is 

weed dominated, and this limits overall botanical 

and habitat values. Ecological values in and around 

the SEA/IBDA B area are mainly related to the 

potential presence of at risk wetland birds and a 

small area of palustrine wetland.  Mitigation 

measures recommended in the ecological report will 

be adopted. 

Objective 2. To preserve the natural character of the 

coastal environment and protect natural features 

and landscape values through: 

• recognising the characteristics and qualities that 

contribute to natural character, natural features and 

landscape values and their location and distribution; 

• identifying those areas where various forms of 

subdivision, use, and development would be 

inappropriate and protecting them from such 

activities; and 

• encouraging restoration of the coastal 

environment 

The project involves removing overhead conductors 

and a tower from the CMA in one location, and 

relocating the conductors to a road corridor.  

Adverse effects on overall natural character and 

natural features and landscapes will be neutral if not 

reduced. 

Objective 3. To take account of the principles of the 

Treaty of Waitangi, recognise the role of tangata 

whenua as kaitiaki and provide for tangata whenua 

involvement in management of the coastal 

environment by: 

• recognising the ongoing and enduring relationship 

of tangata whenua over their lands, rohe and 

resources; 

The principles of the Treaty of Waitangi have been 

taken into account through ongoing tangata whenua 

engagement and supporting their aspirations by 

realigning the transmission line off Māori land. 
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• promoting meaningful relationships and 

interactions between tangata whenua and persons 

exercising functions and powers under the Act; 

• incorporating mātauranga Māori into sustainable 

management practices; and 

• recognising and protecting characteristics of the 

coastal environment that are of special value to 

tangata whenua. 

Objective 6. To enable people and communities to 

provide for their social, economic, and cultural  

wellbeing and their health and safety, through 

subdivision, use, and development, recognising that: 

• the protection of the values of the coastal 

environment does not preclude use and 

development in appropriate places and forms, and 

within appropriate limits; 

• some uses and developments which depend upon 

the use of natural and physical resources in the 

coastal environment are important to the social, 

economic and cultural wellbeing of people and 

communities; 

• functionally some uses and developments can only 

be located on the coast or in the coastal marine 

area; 

• the coastal environment contains renewable 

energy resources of significant value; 

• the protection of habitats of living marine 

resources contributes to the social, economic and 

cultural wellbeing of people and communities; 

• the potential to protect, use, and develop natural 

and physical resources in the coastal marine area 

should not be compromised by activities on land; 

• the proportion of the coastal marine area under 

any formal protection is small and therefore 

management under the Act is an important means 

by which the natural resources of the coastal marine 

area can be protected; and 

• historic heritage in the coastal environment is 

extensive but not fully known, and vulnerable to loss 

or damage from inappropriate subdivision, use, and 

development.  

The project will have a number of social, economic 

and cultural benefits through removal of 

transmission lines from land and realigning them 

generally within State Highway road reserve, and 

addressing security of supply issues in regard to 

being able to replace structures on Te Ariki Park.  It is 

necessary for the infrastructure to cross the CMA to 

connect with the Mt Maunganui substation, however 

the project reduces physical effects on the CMA by 

removing Tower 118 and crossing the CMA in a 

single span adjacent to the State Highway 29A road 

bridge.   

Policies  

Policy 2 – The Treaty of Waitangi, tangata whenua 

and Māori heritage 

 

In taking account of the principles of the Treaty of 

Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi), and kaitiakitanga, in 

relation to the coastal environment: 

(a) recognise that tangata whenua have traditional 

and continuing cultural relationships with areas of 

the coastal environment, including places where 

they have lived and fished for generations; 

(b) involve iwi authorities or hapū on behalf of 

tangata whenua in the preparation of regional policy 

statements, and plans, by undertaking effective 

consultation with tangata whenua; with such 

The principles of the Treaty of Waitangi have been 

taken into account through tangata whenua 

engagement and supporting their aspirations by 

realigning the transmission line off Māori land.  The 

relevant iwi management Plan for Tauranga Moana 

has bene taken into account. 
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consultation to be early, meaningful, and as far as 

practicable in accordance with tikanga Māori; 

(c) with the consent of tangata whenua and as far as 

practicable in accordance with tikanga Māori, 

incorporate mātauranga Māori in regional policy 

statements, in plans, and in the consideration of 

applications for resource consents, notices of 

requirement for designation and private plan 

changes; 

(d) provide opportunities in appropriate 

circumstances for Māori involvement in decision 

making, for example when a consent application or 

notice of requirement is dealing with cultural 

localities or issues of cultural significance, and Māori 

experts, including pūkenga, may have knowledge 

not otherwise available; 

(e) take into account any relevant iwi resource 

management plan and any other relevant planning 

document recognised by the appropriate iwi 

authority or hapū and lodged with the council, to the 

extent that its content has a bearing on resource 

management issues in the region or district; and 

(i) where appropriate incorporate 

references to, or material from, iwi 

resource management plans in regional 

policy statements and in plans; and 

(ii) consider providing practical assistance 

to iwi or hapū who have indicated a wish to 

develop iwi resource management plans;  

(f) provide for opportunities for tangata whenua to 

exercise kaitiakitanga over waters, forests, lands, 

and fisheries in the coastal environment through 

such measures as: 

(i) bringing cultural understanding to 

monitoring of natural resources; 

(ii) providing appropriate methods for the 

management, maintenance and protection 

of the taonga of tangata whenua; 

(iii) having regard to regulations, rules or 

bylaws relating to ensuring sustainability of 

fisheries resources such as taiāpure, 

mahinga mātaitai or other non commercial 

Māori customary fishing; and 

(g) in consultation and collaboration with tangata 

whenua, working as far as practicable in accordance 

with tikanga Māori, and recognising that tangata 

whenua have the right to choose not to identify 

places or values of historic, cultural or spiritual 

significance or special value: 

(i) recognise the importance of Māori 

cultural and heritage values through such 

methods as historic heritage, landscape and 

cultural impact assessments; and 

(ii) provide for the identification, 

assessment, protection and management of 

areas or sites of significance or special value 

to Māori, including by historic analysis and 
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archaeological survey and the development 

of methods such as alert layers and 

predictive methodologies for identifying 

areas of high potential for undiscovered 

Māori heritage, for example coastal pā or 

fishing villages. 

Policy 6 - Activities in the coastal environment  

(1) In relation to the coastal environment: 

(a) recognise that the provision of infrastructure, the 

supply and transport of energy including the 

generation and transmission of electricity, and the 

extraction of minerals are activities important to the 

social, economic and cultural well-being of people 

and communities; 

(b) consider the rate at which built development and 

the associated public infrastructure should be 

enabled to provide for the reasonably foreseeable 

needs of population growth without compromising 

the other values of the coastal environment; 

(c) encourage the consolidation of existing coastal 

settlements and urban areas where this will 

contribute to the avoidance or mitigation of 

sprawling or sporadic patterns of settlement and 

urban growth; 

(d) recognise tangata whenua needs for papakāinga, 

marae and associated developments and make 

appropriate provision for them; 

(e) consider where and how built development on 

land should be controlled so that it does not 

compromise activities of national or regional 

importance that have a functional need to locate 

and operate in the coastal marine area; 

(f) consider where development that maintains the 

character of the existing built environment should 

be encouraged, and where development resulting in 

a change in character would be acceptable; 

(g) take into account the potential of renewable 

resources in the coastal environment, such as 

energy from wind, waves, currents and tides, to 

meet the reasonably foreseeable needs of future 

generations; 

(h) consider how adverse visual impacts of 

development can be avoided in areas sensitive to 

such effects, such as headlands and prominent 

ridgelines, and as far as practicable and reasonable 

apply controls or conditions to avoid those effects; 

(i) set back development from the coastal marine 

area and other water bodies, where practicable and 

reasonable, to protect the natural character, open 

space, public access and amenity values of the 

coastal environment; and 

(j) where appropriate, buffer areas and sites of 

significant indigenous biological diversity, or historic 

heritage value. 

(2) Additionally, in relation to the coastal marine 

area:  

The importance of the provision of infrastructure in 

relation to the coastal environment to provide for 

the well-being of communities has been recognised 

and as such this proposal is consistent with this 

policy.  

 

This proposal aims to enable the long-term security 

of electricity supply to Mt Maunganui, remove an 

existing constraint from an important cultural and 

social facility, and honour a long-standing 

undertaking to iwi and the community to remove 

Tower 118 from the CMA.  In terms of effects on the 

coastal environment, the project does not involve 

construction of a new transmission line, but rather a 

realignment in the same general locality adjacent to 

a road corridor and avoids the need to locate any 

support structures within the CMA.  The project 

design has sought to mitigate any adverse effects to 

the extent practicable whilst meeting the objectives 

of the project. 
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(a) recognise potential contributions to the social, 

economic and cultural wellbeing of people and 

communities from use and development of the 

coastal marine area, including the potential for 

renewable marine energy to contribute to meeting 

the energy needs of future generations: 

(b) recognise the need to maintain and enhance the 

public open space and recreation qualities and 

values of the coastal marine area; 

(c) recognise that there are activities that have a 

functional need to be located in the coastal marine 

area, and provide for those activities in appropriate 

places; 

(d) recognise that activities that do not have a 

functional need for location in the coastal marine 

area generally should not be located there; and 

(e) promote the efficient use of occupied space, 

including by: 

(i) requiring that structures be made 

available for public or multiple use 

wherever reasonable and practicable;  

(ii) requiring the removal of any abandoned 

or redundant structure that has no 

heritage, amenity or reuse value; and  

(iii) considering whether consent conditions 

should be applied to ensure that space 

occupied for an activity is used for that 

purpose effectively and without 

unreasonable delay. 

Policy 11 – Indigenous biological diversity 

(biodiversity) 

 

To protect indigenous biological diversity in the 

coastal environment: 

(a) avoid adverse effects of activities on:  

(i) indigenous taxa that are listed as 

threatened or at risk in the New Zealand 

Threat Classification System lists; 

(ii) taxa that are listed by the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature and 

Natural Resources as threatened;  

(iii) indigenous ecosystems and vegetation 

types that are threatened in the coastal 

environment, or are naturally rare;  

(iv) habitats of indigenous species where 

the species are at the limit of their natural 

range, or are naturally rare;  

(v) areas containing nationally significant 

examples of indigenous community types; 

and (vi) areas set aside for full or partial 

protection of indigenous biological diversity 

under other legislation; and  

(b) avoid significant adverse effects and avoid, 

remedy or mitigate other adverse effects of 

activities on:  

(i) areas of predominantly indigenous 

vegetation in the coastal environment;  

An identified IBDA B is affected by some work in the 

span between Poles 127A and 128/128A.    

 

The ecological assessment concludes that from a 

benthic ecological marine ecology and coastal bird 

perspective, the impact of the Tower 118 removal 

will have an overall low level of effect and no specific 

mitigation is required given the methodology 

proposed. 

 

In regard to the vegetation both within and 

surrounding the part of SEA25 (TCC Plan)/IBDA B 

(PRCEP) impacted by the proposal works, the area is 

weed dominated, and this limits overall botanical 

and habitat values. Ecological values in and around 

the SEA/IBDA B area are mainly related to the 

potential presence of at risk wetland birds and a 

small area of palustrine wetland.  Mitigation 

measures recommended in the ecological report will 

be adopted. 
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(ii) habitats in the coastal environment that 

are important during the vulnerable life 

stages of indigenous species;  

(iii) indigenous ecosystems and habitats 

that are only found in the coastal 

environment and are particularly vulnerable 

to modification, including estuaries, 

lagoons, coastal wetlands, dunelands, 

intertidal zones, rocky reef systems, 

eelgrass and saltmarsh;  

(iv) habitats of indigenous species in the 

coastal environment that are important for 

recreational, commercial, traditional or 

cultural purposes;  

(v) habitats, including areas and routes, 

important to migratory species; and  

(vi) ecological corridors, and areas 

important for linking or maintaining 

biological values identified under this 

policy. 

Policy 13 – Preservation of Natural Character  

(1) To preserve the natural character of the coastal 

environment and to protect it from inappropriate 

subdivision, use, and development: (a) avoid adverse 

effects of activities on natural character in areas of 

the coastal environment with outstanding natural 

character; and (b) avoid significant adverse effects 

and avoid, remedy or mitigate other adverse effects 

of activities on natural character in all other areas of 

the coastal environment; including by: (c) assessing 

the natural character of the coastal environment of 

the region or district, by mapping or otherwise 

identifying at least areas of high natural character; 

and (d) ensuring that regional policy statements, and 

plans, identify areas where preserving natural 

character requires objectives, policies and rules, and 

include those provisions. (2) Recognise that natural 

character is not the same as natural features and 

landscapes or amenity values and may include 

matters such as: (a) natural elements, processes and 

patterns; (b) biophysical, ecological, geological and 

geomorphological aspects; (c) natural landforms 

such as headlands, peninsulas, cliffs, dunes, 

wetlands, reefs, freshwater springs and surf breaks; 

(d) the natural movement of water and sediment; 

(e) the natural darkness of the night sky; (f) places or 

areas that are wild or scenic; (g) a range of natural 

character from pristine to modified; and (h) 

experiential attributes, including the sounds and 

smell of the sea; and their context or setting. 

Rangataua Bay is identified as an area of High 

Natural Character in the RPS. 

 

The Landscape, Natural Character and Visual 

Assessment Report prepared by Isthmus Group 

concludes that the natural character values of the 

Maungatapu Peninsula section of the project area 

are moderate/low and for Matapihi are moderate.  It 

further concludes that the adverse natural character 

effects on these values will be low.    

Policy 15 – Natural features and natural landscapes  

To protect the natural features and natural 

landscapes (including seascapes) of the coastal 

environment from inappropriate subdivision, use, 

and development: 

Rangataua Bay is identified as an outstanding feature 

and landscape (ONFL 3) in the PRCEP.  The 

description of the ONFL in Schedule 3 recognises the 

presence of existing transmission line and bridge 

infrastructure as existing uses in describing the 

values of the ONFL.  The proposed works will be 
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(a) avoid adverse effects of activities on outstanding 

natural features and outstanding natural landscapes 

in the coastal environment; and 

(b) avoid significant adverse effects and avoid, 

remedy, or mitigate other adverse effects of 

activities on other natural features and natural 

landscapes in the coastal environment;  

including by: 

(c) identifying and assessing the natural features and 

natural landscapes of the coastal environment of the 

region or district, at minimum by land typing, soil 

characterisation and landscape characterisation and 

having regard to: 

(i) natural science factors, including 

geological, topographical, ecological and 

dynamic components; 

(ii) the presence of water including in seas, 

lakes, rivers and streams; 

(iii) legibility or expressiveness—how 

obviously the feature or landscape 

demonstrates its formative processes; 

(iv) aesthetic values including memorability 

and naturalness; 

(v) vegetation (native and exotic); 

(vi) transient values, including presence of 

wildlife or other values at certain times of 

the day or year; 

(vii) whether the values are shared and 

recognised; 

(viii) cultural and spiritual values for tangata 

whenua, identified by working, as far as 

practicable, in accordance with tikanga 

Māori; including their expression as cultural 

landscapes and features; 

(ix) historical and heritage associations; and 

(x) wild or scenic values; 

(d) ensuring that regional policy statements, and 

plans, map or otherwise identify areas  

where the protection of natural features and natural 

landscapes requires objectives, policies and rules; 

and 

(e) including the objectives, policies and rules 

required by (d) in plans. 

within a general corridor already occupied by a 

bridge and transmission line (to be relocated on the 

new alignment closer to the bridge). 

 

Broadly speaking this proposal is relocating rather 

than introducing new adverse effects to the ONFL, in 

an area acknowledged in the ONFL as having existing 

land uses including a bridge and transmission lines.  

There are also positive effects from the removal of a 

large structure from the CMA. 

 

The Landscape, Natural Character and Visual 

Assessment Report prepared by Isthmus Group 

concludes that outstanding landscape values of 

Tauranga Moana will not be adversely affected by 

the proposal due to the removal of the harbour floor 

transmission structure and some harbour edge 

structures and their replacement with structures 

that are connected and grounded in the adjacent 

landforms of the Maungatapu and Matapihi 

Peninsulas. 

 

Policy 25 – Subdivision, use and development in 

areas of coastal hazard risk 

 

•In areas potentially affected by coastal hazards 

over at least the next 100 years: 

a) Avoid increasing the risk of social, 

environmental and economic harm from coastal 

hazards; 

b) Avoid redevelopment, or change in land use, 

that would increase the risk of adverse effects 

from coastal hazards; 

c) Encourage redevelopment, or change in land 

use, that would increase the risk of adverse 

effects from coastal hazards, including managed 

retreat by relocation or removal of existing 

Removal of Pole 117 from Te Ariki Park reduces risks 

to security of electricity supply from coastal hazards 

(coastal erosion on the headland).  
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structures or their abandonment in extreme 

circumstance, and designing for relocatability or 

recoverability from hazard events; 

d) Encourage the location of infrastructure away 

from areas of hazard risk where practicable; 

e) Discourage hard protection structures and 

promote the use of alternatives to them, 

including natural defences; and 

f) Consider the potential effects of tsunami and 

how to avoid or mitigate them. 

 

 

Bay of Plenty Operative Regional Policy Statement 

Provision Comment 

Objectives  

Objective 2: Preservation, restoration and, where 

appropriate, enhancement of the natural character 

and ecological functioning of the coastal 

environment.  

Rangataua Bay is identified as an area of High 

Natural Character in the RPS.  The Landscape, 

Natural Character and Visual Assessment Report 

prepared by Isthmus Group concludes that 

outstanding landscape values of Tauranga Moana 

will not be adversely affected by the proposal due to 

the removal of the harbour floor transmission 

structure and some harbour edge structures and 

their replacement with structures that are 

connected and grounded in the adjacent landforms 

of the Maungatapu and Matapihi Peninsulas. 

 

An identified IBDA B is affected by some work in the 

span between Poles 127A and 128/128A.    

 

The ecological assessment concludes that from a 

benthic ecological marine ecology and coastal bird 

perspective, the impact of the Tower 118 removal 

will have an overall low level of effect and no specific 

mitigation is required given the methodology 

proposed. 

 

In regard to the vegetation both within and 

surrounding the part of SEA25 (TCC Plan)/IBDA B 

(PRCEP) impacted by the proposal works, the area is 

weed dominated, and this limits overall botanical 

and habitat values. Ecological values in and around 

the SEA/IBDA B area are mainly related to the 

potential presence of at risk wetland birds and a 

small area of palustrine wetland.  Mitigation 

measures recommended in the ecological report will 

be adopted. 

Objective 4: Enable subdivision, use and 

development of the coastal environment in 

appropriate locations 

The works will be undertaken in and are already 

influenced by a road corridor and transmission line 

infrastructure. 

Policies  

Policy CE 2B: Managing adverse effects on natural 

character within the coastal environment 

 

•Preserve the natural character of the coastal 

environment and protect it from inappropriate 

subdivision, use and development by including 

Rangataua Bay is identified as an area of High 

Natural Character in the RPS.  The Landscape, 

Natural Character and Visual Assessment Report 

prepared by Isthmus Group concludes that 
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provisions in regional and district plans, and when 

making decisions on resource consents to: 

(a) Avoid adverse effects of activities on the 

attributes that comprise natural character in areas of 

the coastal environment with outstanding natural 

character as identified in the maps and tables in 

Appendix I and J;  

(b) Avoid significant adverse effects and avoid, 

remedy or mitigate other adverse effects of activities 

on the attributes comprising the natural character in 

all other areas of the coastal environment, 

recognising that areas identified in maps in Appendix 

I as having high or very high natural character can be 

especially sensitive to the adverse effects of 

inappropriate subdivision, use and development; and 

(c) Recognise that open coastal water in the region is 

of at least high natural character 

outstanding landscape values of Tauranga Moana 

will not be adversely affected by the proposal due to 

the removal of the harbour floor transmission 

structure and some harbour edge structures and 

their replacement with structures that are 

connected and grounded in the adjacent landforms 

of the Maungatapu and Matapihi Peninsulas. 

 

 

 

Policy CE 3A: Identifying the key constraints to use 

and development of the coastal marine area 

 

•Identify the major constraints to the future use and 

development of the coastal marine area taking into 

account: 

(e)The role of the coastal environment in 

accommodating regionally significant infrastructure. 

The transmission line will have a single span over 

Rangataua Bay and will not reduce the existing aerial 

clearances.  Further, the adjacent bridge sets the 

practical height clearance limitations for the 

waterway.  An existing structure will also be 

removed from within the CMA.  Accordingly, the 

constraints on future use of the CMA will be the 

same if not reduced from existing. 

Policy CE 5A: Provide for sustainable use and 

development of the coastal marine area 

 

• Provide by zoning or other spatial mechanisms for 

activities that have a functional and positional need 

to locate in the coastal marine area by zoning or 

other spatial mechanisms to: 

(a) Enable efficient use of these areas to meet social 

and economic needs of the region; 

(b) Prioritise functionally or positionally dependent, 

activities over other uses which do not have a 

functional need for a location in the coastal marine 

area; 

The project area is not specifically zoned to enable 

infrastructure to be located on the alignment 

proposed.  However, the ONFL 3 description 

recognises existing land uses including bridge and 

transmission lines.  The work will be undertaken in 

any area already influenced by existing network 

utility infrastructure.  It is a functional requirement 

to cross the CMA to service Mt Maunganui. 

Policy CE 8B: Ensuring subdivision, use and 

development is appropriate to the natural 

character of the coastal environment 

 

•When assessing the effect of subdivision, use and 

development on the natural character of the coastal 

environment, particular regard shall be given to: 

(f) Subject to Policy CE 2B avoiding significant 

adverse effects and avoiding, remedying or 

mitigating (including where appropriate, through 

provision of buffers) other adverse effects on: 

(i) Visually, ecologically or culturally 

sensitive landforms, including ridgelines, 

coastal cliffs, beaches, headlands, and 

peninsulas and visually prominent public 

open space; 

(ii) Estauries, lagoons, wetlands and their 

margins (saline and freshwater), dune lands, 

rocky reef systems and areas of eelgrass 

and salt marsh; 

As set out in the assessment of environmental 

effects and supporting technical reports, there will 

be no significant adverse effects on natural 

character, culturally sensitive landforms, estuarine 

ecosystems or coastal landscape values. 

 

The project clusters network utility development 

together in adjacent corridors, and ensures 

structures (other than conductors in air space) are 

not located within the CMA.  The infrastructure does 

have a functional requirement to be located within 

the Coastal Environment. 
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(iii) Terrestrial and marine ecosystems; 

(iv) Natural patterns of indigenous and 

exotic vegetation and processes that 

contribute to the landscape and seascape 

value of the area. 

(g) Encouraging efficient use of occupied space 

through intensification and clustering of 

developments, rather than sprawling, sporadic or 

unplanned patterns of settlement and urban growth; 

(h) Setting buildings and structures back from the 

coastal marine area and other waterbodies where 

necessary, practicable and appropriate to protect 

natural character, open space, public access and 

amenity values of the coastal environment, while 

recognising some structures may have a functional 

need to be located in the coastal environment, for 

which a setback would be inappropriate. 

Policy CE 11B: Allocating public space within the 

coastal marine area 

 

•For allocation of space within the coastal marine 

area activities shall demonstrate: 

(a) A functional or positional need to be located in, 

or adjacent to, the coastal marine area 

(c) Whether any benefit to the public of the 

proposed activity compensates for the loss of public 

open space; Multiple use of space and/or 

rationalisation of infrastructure. 

The conductors in air space will not place any 

limitations on public use of the CMA more than 

currently occurs with the existing transmission line. 

 

Proposed Regional Coastal Environment Plan  

Provision Comment 

Natural Heritage  

Objectives  

Objective 2: Protect the attributes and values of: 

a) Outstanding natural features and landscapes of 

the coastal environment; and 

b) Areas of high, very high and outstanding natural 

character in the coastal environment; 

c) From inappropriate subdivision, use and 

development, and restore or rehabilitate the 

natural character of the coastal environment 

where appropriate. 

As set out in the Landscape and Visual Assessment, 

the attributes and values of ONFL 3 and the High 

Natural Character values of this part of Tauranga 

Harbour are appropriately protected. 

Objective 2A: Safeguard the integrity, form, 

functioning and resilience of the coastal 

environment and sustain its ecosystems by: 

(b) Maintaining Indigenous Biological Diversity Areas 

B 

An identified SEA (TCC Plan)/IBDA B (PRCEP) is 

affected by some work in the span between Poles 

127A and 128/128A.    

 

The ecological assessment concludes that from a 

benthic ecological marine ecology and coastal bird 

perspective, the impact of the Tower 118 removal 

will have an overall low level of effect and no specific 

mitigation is required given the methodology 

proposed. 

 

In regard to the vegetation both within and 

surrounding the part of SEA25 (TCC Plan)/IBDA B 

(PRCEP) impacted by the proposal works, the area is 

weed dominated, and this limits overall botanical 

and habitat values. Ecological values in and around 
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the SEA/IBDA B area are mainly related to the 

potential presence of at risk wetland birds and a 

small area of palustrine wetland.  Mitigation 

measures recommended in the ecological report will 

be adopted. 

Policies  

Policy NH 1: In relation to the natural heritage of the 

coastal environment, activities may be considered 

appropriate if they contribute to the restoration and 

rehabilitation of natural heritage and cultural values 

(including kaimoana resources), or if they: 

(a) Are compatible with the existing built 

environment and level of modification to the 

environment. This includes but is not limited to: 

(i) Modification that is anticipated as a 

permitted or controlled activity in an 

operative District or City Plan; and  

(ii) Urban development activities and 

associated provision of quality open spaces 

in Urban Growth Areas contained in the 

Regional Policy Statement where urban 

development has been provided for in that 

area in the relevant District or City Plan, 

and the development is consistent with the 

Urban and Rural Growth Management 

Policies (UG policies) of the RPS; and 

(b) Are compact, and do not add to sprawl or 

sporadic development; and 

(c) Have a functional need to be located in or near 

the coastal environment in general, or in or near a 

specific part of the coastal environment and no 

reasonably practicable alternative locations exists, 

and; 

(d) Are of an appropriate form, scale and design to 

be compatible with the existing landforms, 

geological features and vegetation or will only have 

temporary and short-term effects on such features; 

and 

(e) Will not, by themselves or in combination with 

effects of other activities, have significant adverse 

effects on the natural processes or ecological 

functioning of the coastal marine area. 

(ee) Are the operation, maintenance, upgrading or 

development of existing regionally or nationally 

significant infrastructure. 

This policy is under appeal and subject to Interim 

Decision [2017] NZEnvC 045 dated 30 March – 

pending the Iwi Resource Management Decision. 

 

The project is located within Natural Heritage areas 

of the PRCEP and is categorised as an activity that 

may be appropriate as it is consistent with clause 

(ee) as it involves the operation, maintenance, 

upgrading or development of existing regionally or 

nationally significant infrastructure.  

  

Policy NH 4: Adverse effects must be avoided on the 

values and attributes of the following areas: 

(b) Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes  

This policy is under appeal and subject to Interim 

Decision [2017] NZEnvC 045 dated 30 March – 

pending the Iwi Resource Management Decision. 

 

The waterway crossing is located within an 

outstanding natural landscape and feature.  The 

proposal may be assessed in accordance with the 

cascade of Policies NH 4A, NH 5 and NH11 to 

determine the extent to which adverse effects must 

be avoided.  
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Policy NH 4A: When assessing the extent and 

consequence of any adverse effects on the values 

and attributes of the areas listed in Policy NH 4 and 

identified in Schedules 2 and 3 to this Plan and 

Appendix I to the RPS: 

(a) Recognise the existing activities that were 

occurring at the time that an area was assessed as 

having Outstanding Natural Character, being an 

Outstanding Natural Feature and Landscape or an 

Indigenous Biological Diversity Area A;  

(b) Recognise that a minor or transitory effect may 

not be an unacceptable adverse effect;  

(c) Recognise the potential for cumulative effects 

that are more than minor; and  

(d) Have regard to any restoration and enhancement 

of the attributes and values of the area affected that 

will occur. 

This policy is under appeal and subject to Interim 

Decision [2017] NZEnvC 045 dated 30 March – 

pending the Iwi Resource Management Decision. 

 

The description of existing land uses within ONFL 3 in 

Schedule 3 recognises existing bridges, adjacent 

urban development and transmission lines, which 

must be taken into account to determine the extent 

of any adverse effects on the landscape and natural 

character values. 

Policy NH 5: Subdivision, use and development 

proposals that will adversely affect the values and 

attributes associated within with the areas listed in 

Policy NH 4 may be considered appropriate where: 

(aa) After an assessment of a proposal in accordance 

with Policy NH 4A, the adverse effects are found to 

be acceptable due to the adverse effects being 

transient or minor; or 

(a) The proposal: 

(i) Relates to the construction, maintenance 

or upgrading of regionally significant 

infrastructure that is consistent with Policy 

SO 4(b); or  

 (iv) Relates to the continuation of a use 

that was lawfully established on or before 

22 June 2014, provided there has been no 

change to the scale and significance of 

effects associated with an activity; or  

 (vii) Otherwise gives rise to a demonstrable 

and regionally significant social, economic, 

cultural or natural heritage benefit; and 

(b) There are no practical alternative locations 

available outside the areas listed in Policy NH 4; and  

(ba) The avoidance of effects required by Policy NH 4 

is not possible; and  

(c) The associated adverse effects on natural 

heritage values and attributes will be managed in 

accordance with Policy NH 11. 

This policy is under appeal and subject to Interim 

Decision [2017] NZEnvC 045 dated 30 March – 

pending the Iwi Resource Management Decision. 

 

The project may be considered appropriate in 

accordance with this policy as it relates to regionally 

significant infrastructure, and the adverse effects on 

natural heritage values can be managed in 

accordance with Policy NH 11. 

Policy NH 11: Manage the adverse effects of 

appropriate subdivision, use, maintenance and 

development activities in the coastal environment 

on the values and attributes of the areas listed in 

Policy NH 4, in accordance with the following 

management regime: 

(a) Route or site selection considers the avoidance of 

significant natural heritage areas listed in Policy NH 

4 or, where avoidance is not practicable, considers 

utilising the more modified parts of these areas;  

(b) Adverse effects are avoided to the extent 

reasonable, having regard to the technical and 

This policy is under appeal and subject to Interim 

Decision [2017] NZEnvC 045 dated 30 March – 

pending the Iwi Resource Management Decision. 

 

The adverse effects of the project have been 

appropriately managed in accordance with Policy NH 

11 by removal of an existing structure form the CMA, 

alignment of the A-line within a road corridor and 

adjacent to a State Highway bridge, thus utilising 

more modified parts of the natural heritage areas, 

and adverse effects that cannot be avoided are 

remedied or mitigated (e.g. removal of existing 
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operational requirements associated with regionally 

or nationally significant infrastructure;  

(c) Adverse effects which cannot be avoided are 

remedied or mitigated; and 

 

tower from CMA and spanning Rangataua Bay in a 

single span. 

 

Policy NH 6A Significant adverse effects on natural 

character in areas that are not identified as 

outstanding in Appendix I to the RPS are to be 

avoided, and other adverse effects avoided 

remedied or mitigated. 

This policy is under appeal and subject to Interim 

Decision [2017] NZEnvC 045 dated 30 March – 

pending the Iwi Resource Management Decision. 

 

The part of the project area in the CMA includes an 

area identified as High Natural Character in the RPS.  

As confirmed in the Landscape and Visual 

Assessment, there are no significant effects on 

natural character values. 

Policy NH 9: Maintain ecological interconnections 

that are necessary to sustain indigenous species, 

including migratory routes, intact ecological 

sequences and ecological corridors. Irreversible and 

other significant adverse effects on these 

interconnections should be avoided, including 

significant cumulative adverse effects; other effects 

should be avoided, remedied or mitigated. 

An identified SEA (TCC Plan)/IBDA B (PRCEP) is 

affected by some work in the span between Poles 

127A and 128/128A.    

 

The ecological assessment concludes that from a 

benthic ecological marine ecology and coastal bird 

perspective, the impact of the Tower 118 removal 

will have an overall low level of effect and no specific 

mitigation is required given the methodology 

proposed. 

 

In regard to the vegetation both within and 

surrounding the part of SEA25 (TCC Plan)/IBDA B 

(PRCEP) impacted by the proposal works, the area is 

weed dominated, and this limits overall botanical 

and habitat values. Ecological values in and around 

the SEA/IBDA B area are mainly related to the 

potential presence of at risk wetland birds and a 

small area of palustrine wetland.  Mitigation 

measures recommended in the ecological report will 

be adopted. 

Policy NH 10: Recognise and provide for Māori 

cultural values and traditions when assessing the 

effects of a proposal on natural heritage, including 

by:  

(a) Avoiding significant adverse effects, and 

avoiding, remedying, mitigating or 

offsetting other effects, on habitats of 

indigenous species that are important for 

traditional or cultural purposes; and on 

cultural and spiritual values associated with 

natural features and natural landscapes;  

(b) Avoiding, remedying or mitigating 

cumulative adverse effects on the cultural 

landscape;  

(c) Assessing whether restoration of 

cultural landscape features can be enabled; 

and  

(d) Applying the relevant Iwi Resource 

Management policies from this Plan and 

the RPS. 

The outcome of consultation with tangata whenua is 

recorded in the AEE document.  A key driver of the 

work is to assist tangata whenua in achieving 

aspirations to move Transpower infrastructure off 

ancestral lands.  The proposed new alignment is 

consistent with the sought outcomes of the Tauranga 

Moana Iwi Management Plan 2016-2026. 

 

Policy NH 13: The guidelines contained in Schedule 4 

Management Guidelines for Natural Features and 

Landscapes should be considered during the 

These guidelines are subject to appeal.  The following 

guideline is directly relevant in regard to terraces 

(elevated land beyond costal margin at Matapihi): 
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development of a proposal to undertake an activity 

in the coastal environment unless more specific 

provisions apply in a relevant district or city plan. 

These guidelines will be taken into account during 

the consideration of resource consent applications 

to undertake activities in the coastal marine area. 

 

S4.7 TERRACE S4.7.1 Natural Character Guidelines (a) 

Protect terrace escarpments from development. (b) 

Restrict the scale, density and skyline effects of 

development on terraces to maintain their landform 

characteristics. (c) Prevent earthworks which have an 

adverse visual effect on the natural landform of 

terraces. (d) Protect intact native vegetation cover. 

(e) Restrict the installation of aerial utilities and 

service corridors on terraces. 

 

In regard to clause (e), there are already two lines 

that are located on the terraces beyond the 

immediate coastal margin.  Collocating the A-Line 

with the B-line will not significantly change these 

effects. 

 

Policy NH 14: Subdivision, use and development in 

the coastal environment should consider the use of 

design techniques, materials and colours that assist 

in avoiding significant adverse effects on natural 

character values and attributes. Markers or high 

visibility materials may be required to provide for 

safety where relevant. Development in the coastal 

environment may require set-back from beaches 

and sand dunes to avoid significant adverse effects 

on natural character. 

Design techniques were used to minimise adverse 

effects, including crossing Rangataua Bay in a single 

span, and where practical combining both circuits 

onto the same structures. 

Iwi Resource Management  

Objectives Ngāti Mākino appeal seeks new objectives relating 

to the aspirations of iwi Māori and marine spatial 

tools.  

Objective 12: The active involvement of tāngata 

whenua in management of the coastal environment 

when activities may affect their interests and values 

Transpower has undertaken extensive engagement 

with tangata whenua throughout the development 

of the project.  A key driver of the work is to assist 

tangata whenua in achieving aspirations to move 

Transpower infrastructure off ancestral lands.  The 

proposed new alignment is consistent with the 

sought outcomes of the Tauranga Moana Iwi 

Management Plan 2016-2026. 

 

Objective 15: The restoration of areas of cultural 

significance, including mahinga mātaitai, and the 

mauri of coastal waters, where customary activities 

or the ability to collect healthy kaimoana are 

restricted or compromised. 

Objective 17: Appropriate mitigation or remediation 

is undertaken when activities have an adverse effect 

on the mauri of the coastal environment, areas of 

cultural significance to tāngata whenua or the 

relationship of tāngata whenua and their customs 

and traditions with the coastal environment 

Policies Various outstanding appeal points made by Ngāti 

Mākino Heritage Trust, Ngāti Ranginui Iwi Society 

and Motiti Rohe Moana Trust seeking new planning 

provisions. 

Policy IW 1: Proposals which may affect the 

relationship of Māori and their culture and traditions 

must recognise and provide for: (a) Traditional 

Māori uses, practices and customary activities 

relating to natural and physical resources of the 

coastal environment such as mahinga kai, mahinga 

mātaitai, wāhi tapu, ngā toka taonga, tauranga 

waka, taunga ika and taiāpure in accordance with 

tikanga Māori; 

Consent Order dated 30 September 2016 in relation 

to IW  (e). 

 

Transpower has undertaken extensive engagement 

with tangata whenua throughout the development 

of the project.  A key driver of the work is to assist 

tangata whenua in achieving aspirations to move 

Transpower infrastructure off ancestral lands.  The 
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(b) The role and mana of tāngata whenua as kaitiaki 

of the region’s coastal environment and the practical 

demonstration of kaitiakitanga;  

(c) The right of tāngata whenua to express their own 

preferences and exhibit mātauranga Māori in coastal 

management within their tribal boundaries and 

coastal waters; and  

(d) Areas of significant cultural value identified in 

Schedule 6 and other areas or sites of significant 

cultural value identified by Statutory 

Acknowledgements, iwi and hapū resource 

management plans or by evidence produced by 

tāngata whenua and substantiated by pūkenga, kuia 

and/or kaumatua; and; 

(e) The importance of Māori cultural and heritage 

values through methods such as historic heritage, 

landscape and cultural impact assessments. 

proposed new alignment is consistent with the 

sought outcomes of the Tauranga Moana Iwi 

Management Plan 2016-2026. 

 

The outcome of cultural impact assessments 

prepared are included in the AEE report. 

 

 

Policy IW 2: Avoid significant adverse effects on 

resources or areas of spiritual, historical or cultural 

significance to tāngata whenua in the coastal 

environment identified using criteria consistent with 

those included in Appendix F set 4 to the RPS, and 

remedy or mitigate other adverse effects on these 

areas. Where significant adverse effects cannot be 

avoided, remedied or mitigated, it may be possible 

to provide positive effects that offset the effects of 

the activity. 

Policy IW 3: To recognise the sensitivity associated 

with identifying sites, areas and resources of 

significance to Māori. 

Policy IW 4: The following shall be taken into 

account during decision-making:  

(a) The consistency of the proposal with any iwi or 

hapū resource management plan recognised by an 

Iwi Authority and lodged with the Regional Council 

that applies to the area affected; and  

(b) Recognition provided under any other legislation 

– including but not limited to: Treaty of Waitangi 

settlements; gazetting of Rohe Moana and Mātaitai 

under the Kaimoana Customary Fishing Regulations 

1998 and the customary rights recognitions available 

under the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) 

Act 2011. 

Policy IW 5: Decision makers shall recognise that 

only tāngata whenua can identify and evidentially 

substantiate their relationship and that of their 

culture and traditions with their ancestral lands, 

water, sites, wāhi tapu and other taonga. Those 

relationships must be substantiated for evidential 

purposes by pūkenga, kuia and/or kaumātua. 

Policy IW 6: Applications for coastal permits should 

include sufficient evidence of consultation with 

tāngata whenua likely to be affected by the 

proposed activity or those who otherwise have tribal 

jurisdiction over the location of the proposed 

activity. Tāngata whenua that may be affected by a 

proposal include those: 
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(a) That have mana moana or mana whenua over an 

affected area; 

(b) That are ahi kā;  

(c) That are landowners;  

(d) Groups that have recognition under 

other legislation; or  

(e) Tāngata whenua who have lived in an 

affected area for a long time. 

Policy IW 10: To avoid use and development which 

would restrict the access of tāngata whenua to sites 

used for cultural practices, gathering kaimoana and 

areas of cultural significance in the common marine 

and coastal area, unless: (a) The restriction is 

consistent with one or more of the clauses (a) to (k) 

listed in Policy RA 4; or (b) Alternative access can 

specifically be provided for; or (c) The effects of the 

loss of access can be adequately remedied or 

mitigated. 

Historical Heritage  

Objectives  

Objective 18: Protection of historic heritage values 

and historic heritage resources in the coastal 

environment from inappropriate subdivision, use 

and development. 

An archaeological assessment has been prepared 

and an authority from HNZPT will be sought for 

terrestrial aspects of the project. 

 

 

 

Policies  

Policy HH 1: Protect historic heritage resources 

within the Bay of Plenty coastal marine area that 

are:  

(a) Entered on the New Zealand Heritage 

List/Rārangi Korero;  

(b) Recorded in the New Zealand Archaeological 

Association Site Recording Scheme; 

(c) Listed in the Regional Historic Heritage Inventory 

in Schedule 7;  

(d) Identified in any iwi and hapū resource 

management plan; or  

(e) Otherwise identified as being of significance 

using criteria consistent with Appendix F set 4: 

Māori culture and traditions or Appendix F set 5: 

Historic heritage to the Regional Policy Statement; 

by avoiding any adverse effects of use or 

development on these historic heritage resources 

and where avoidance is not possible, requiring 

information on the resources to be recorded and 

any adverse effects to be remedied or mitigated. 

An archaeological assessment has been prepared 

and an authority from HNZPT will be sought for 

terrestrial aspects of the project.  Adverse effects on 

archaeology can be appropriately managed by 

ensuring appropriate discovery protocols and 

archaeological monitoring is in place. 

 

Māori culture and traditions have been appropriately 

taken into account via the preparation of cultural 

impact assessments and proposed mitigations.  

 

Coastal Hazards  

Objectives  

Objective 20: Development and activities in the 

coastal environment are managed to take account of 

the dynamic nature of coastal processes. 

The project will enable the removal of Pole 117 

which is at risk from coastal erosion. 

Policies  

Policy CH 2: The design of redevelopment and the 

design and location of activities in the coastal 

environment shall avoid increasing the level of risk 

of social, environmental and economic harm from 

The project will enable the removal of Pole 117 

which is at risk from coastal erosion. 
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coastal erosion or inundation over a 100 year 

period. 

Policy CH 2A: Despite Policy CH 2, new regionally 

significant infrastructure that has a functional need 

for a location in the coastal environment, shall, in 

the first instance, avoid locating in areas subject to 

coastal erosion or inundation; or where avoidance is 

not possible, shall be designed and located to 

mitigate to the extent practicable any potential 

threats to human life, property and the environment 

from coastal erosion or inundation. 

Consent order dated 4 May 2016 ENV-2015-348- 

000029, 30 and 31 Urban Growth Management and 

Infrastructure. 

 

The project will enable the removal of Pole 117 

which is at risk from coastal erosion. 

 

Poles 33C and 33D are necessary in low lying areas 

adjacent to the CMA to facilitate a single span 

crossing of the CMA. 

 

 

Activities in the Coastal Marine Area  

Objectives  

Objective 23: Exclusive occupation of parts of the 

common marine and coastal area is provided for in 

appropriate locations (recognising the positional 

requirements of some activities) for temporary or 

permanent activities that have a functional need to 

be in the coastal marine area and are incompatible 

with other activities. 

Appeal point resolved via agreed Policy SO 4A 

(Draft Consent Documents Activities in the CMA). 

 

The conductor in air space will be exclusive 

occupation, but will place no more restriction on 

public access than the existing conductors being 

removed. 

Objective 25A: The operation, maintenance and 

upgrade of existing regionally and nationally 

significant infrastructure, and transportation 

infrastructure that provides access to and from 

islands, is recognised and enabled in appropriate 

circumstances to meet the needs of future and 

present generations. 

Consent order dated 4 May 2016 ENV-2015-348- 

000029, 30 and 31 Urban Growth Management and 

Infrastructure. 

 

The transmission line realignment is necessary and 

appropriate in the circumstances to provide a 

resilient electricity supply to Mt Maunganui and to 

enable tangata whenua to realise their aspirations to 

move infrastructure off ancestral land. 

Objective 25B: Establishment of new regionally and 

nationally significant infrastructure, and 

transportation infrastructure that provides access to 

and from islands, is provided for in appropriate 

locations, recognising the positional requirements of 

such activities, and any technical or operational 

constraints. 

Objective 26: Activities and structures in the coastal 

marine area are located, designed and undertaken 

in a manner that is appropriate given the values and 

existing uses of their location. 

The values of the coastal environment in this 

location include existing road and transmission line 

infrastructure.  

Policies   

Policy SO 1: Recognise that the following structures 

are appropriate in the coastal marine area, subject 

to Natural Heritage Policies NH 1 and NH 4, Iwi 

Resource Management Policy IW 2 and an 

assessment of adverse effects on the location: 

(b) Structures associated with new and 

existing Regionally and nationally significant 

infrastructure; or 

Recognise that the following structures are 

appropriate in the coastal marine area, subject to 

Natural Heritage Policies NH 1, and NH 4, NH 5, NH 

11, NH 6 and NH 6A, Iwi Resource Management 

Policy IW 2 and an assessment of adverse effects on 

the location: 

 

Agreed at mediation on 29 April 2016. (Draft 

Consent Document 18 Natural Heritage) Awaiting 

outcome of Natural Heritage hearing. 

 

The proposal involves regionally and nationally 

significant infrastructure and has been assessed in 

accordance with policies NH1, NH4, NH5, NH11, 

(NH6 is not relevant) NH6A and IW 2.  Under the 

NESETA, the physical conductor structures in 
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airspace do not require any resource consent from 

the BOPRC (consent to occupy airspace is required). 

Policy SO 2: Structures in the coastal marine area 

shall: 

(aa) Where relevant, be consistent with the 

National Policy Statement on Electricity 

Transmission; 

The proposed structures are consistent with the 

NPSET. 

Policy SO 3: Adverse effects from the use of 

structures in the coastal marine area:  

(a) Will be controlled to appropriate levels, 

having regard to the values of the site, or 

avoided altogether; and  

(b) Will not result in significant nuisance 

effects (such as noise, dust, traffic, light, 

glare or smell) to adjoining occupiers of the 

coastal marine area or nearby land, and 

other nuisance effects will be avoided, 

remedied or mitigated. 

Consent Order 30 September 2016 (Activities in the 

CMA). 

 

The proposed conductors are appropriate in the 

proposed location and will not result in significant 

nuisance.  The project enables the removal of a 

tower form the CMA. 

Policy SO 4: Require the efficient use of space in the 

coastal marine area, including: 

(b) Efficient use of existing structures, facilities and 

network utility corridors. Where practical, new 

services and structures are located in, or adjacent 

to, existing infrastructure, whilst having regard to:  

(i) Whether they are compatible with the 

existing services or utilities and meet any 

operational or safety requirements; and  

(ii) Whether the environmental effects of 

locating at an existing facility will be less 

than the effects of alternatives. 

The proposed conductors in airspace will not further 

restrict any public access to any extent greater than 

what occurs with existing conductors, and are 

located adjacent to existing State Highway 

infrastructure.  The adjacent bridge provides a 

greater restriction on navigable water. 

Disturbance, deposition and extraction (DD)  

Policies  

Policy DD 7: Activities that cause disturbance of the 

foreshore and seabed shall: 

(a) Be undertaken at times of the day or year and 

using methodologies, that will avoid significant 

adverse effects and remedy or mitigate other 

adverse effects on the environment, particularly on:  

(i) The feeding, spawning and migratory 

patterns of indigenous fauna, including bird 

roosting, nesting and feeding, and 

whitebait runs;  

(ii) Indigenous ecosystems and habitats that 

are particularly vulnerable to modification, 

including: estuaries, lagoons, coastal 

wetlands, dunelands, intertidal zones, rocky 

reef systems, eelgrass and saltmarsh; and  

(iii) Habitats of indigenous species that are 

important for recreational, commercial, 

cultural or traditional purposes, including 

traditional Māori gathering, collection or 

harvest of kaimoana; and 

(b) Ensure that the foreshore or seabed is, as far as 

practicable, reinstated in a manner which is in 

keeping with the natural character and visual 

amenity of the area; 

The only disturbance of the CMA will be in relation to 

removal of the existing tower. 

 

Transpower will liaise with the harbourmaster to 

minimise interference with other activities within the 

CMA and ensure appropriate notifications are in 

place during construction activity. 

 

The ecological assessment concludes that from a 

benthic ecological marine ecology and coastal bird 

perspective, the impact of the Tower 118 removal 

will have an overall low level of effect and no specific 

mitigation is required given the methodology 

proposed. 
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(d) Be undertaken at times of the day or year, and 

using methodologies, that will avoid as far as 

practicable, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on: 

(i) Recreational use of the coastal marine 

area; and  

(ii) Other lawfully established activities in 

the coastal marine area. 

Coastal Discharges (CD)  

Policies  

Policy CD 1: Discharges to the coastal marine area 

must:  

(a) Avoid significant adverse effects, including 

cumulative effects, on aquatic life, habitats, feeding 

grounds, kaimoana (including shellfish gathering), 

ecosystems, contact recreation and amenity values 

in the coastal marine area after reasonable mixing; 

(b) Minimise adverse effects on the life-supporting 

capacity of water within the mixing zone;  

(e) Avoid the discharge of persistent toxic 

contaminants into the environment, and where 

avoidance cannot be practically achieved, the 

adverse effects of such discharges must be mitigated 

or remedied;  

(f) Avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on the 

stability of the coastal environment, including 

localised erosion and scour resulting from the 

discharge;  

(g) Maintain or enhance the physical characteristics 

of receiving waters (including salinity) that 

contribute to their lifesupporting capacity, including 

their ability to support indigenous flora and fauna 

and kaimoana beds; and  

(h) Be of a quality that has particular regard to: 

(i) The sensitivity of the receiving 

environment;  

(ii) The capacity of the receiving 

environment to assimilate contaminants; 

and  

(iii) The nature of the contaminants to be 

discharged, the concentration of 

contaminants needed to achieve the 

required water quality in the receiving 

environment, and the risks if that 

concentration of contaminants is exceeded. 

Any sediment from drilling and dewatering activity 

will be suitably controlled to avoid the discharge of 

sediment to the coastal marine area.   

Policy CD 3A: When considering measures to avoid, 

mitigate and remedy adverse effects on the coastal 

marine area, as a result of the discharge of 

contaminants, particular regard must be had to 

using alternative land based treatment and disposal 

systems, where appropriate and environmentally 

sustainable and where socially, technically and 

economically feasible. 

Policy CD 4: To recognise and provide for the effects 

on the mauri of the receiving environment caused 

by the discharge of contaminants to the coastal 

marine area by: 

(c) Avoiding, remedying or mitigating adverse effects 

on coastal resources or sites that are of significance 
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to tāngata whenua, where such resources or sites 

have been identified by tāngata whenua. 

Policy CD 5: To maintain a response capability with 

regard to unauthorised or accidental discharges or 

spills of contaminants into the coastal marine area. 

 

Operative Regional Coastal Environment Plan 

Provision Comment 

Chapter 4 – Natural Character  

Objective  

Objective 4.2.1: There is ongoing and often 

incremental loss and degradation of natural 

character through inappropriate subdivision, use, 

and development in the coastal environment. 

Part of the project area in the CMA includes an area 

identified as High Natural Character in the RPS.  As 

confirmed in the Landscape and Visual Assessment, 

there are no significant adverse effects on natural 

character values. 

Policies  

Objective 4.2.3(b): To recognise that most of the 

coast has some degree of natural character which 

needs to be protected from inappropriate use and 

development. The following plan provisions should 

be used as a guide to the relative weight to be 

attached to the protection of natural character in 

particular localities:  

· The purpose of the zones as set out in chapter 3 – 

Plan Structure.  

· Policies 4.2.3(f), 4.2.3(i), 5.2.3(a), 5.2.3(b), 6.2.3(a) 

and 6.2.3(b).  

· Policies 13.2.3(b), 13.2.3(c) and 13.2.3(d).  

· The outstanding and regionally significant 

landscapes and natural features identified in the 

maps and the Fourth Schedule – Natural Features 

and Landscapes.  

· The sites of ecological significance and areas of 

significant conservation or cultural value identified in 

the maps, the Third Schedule – Areas of Significant 

Conservation Value, the Sixth Schedule – Significant 

Marshbird Habitat Areas, the Seventh Schedule – 

Significant Indigenous Vegetation Areas, and the 

Fourteenth Schedule – Areas of Significant Cultural 

Value.  

· Fifth Schedule – Management Guidelines for 

Natural Features and Landscapes. 

Part of the project area in the CMA includes an area 

identified as High Natural Character in the RPS.  As 

confirmed in the Landscape and Visual Assessment, 

there are no significant affects effects on natural 

character values. 

 

An identified SEA (TCC Plan)/IBDA B (PRCEP) is 

affected by some work in the span between Poles 

127A and 128/128A.    

 

The ecological assessment concludes that from a 

benthic ecological marine ecology and coastal bird 

perspective, the impact of the Tower 118 removal 

will have an overall low level of effect and no 

specific mitigation is required given the 

methodology proposed. 

 

In regard to the vegetation both within and 

surrounding the part of SEA25 (TCC Plan)/IBDA B 

(PRCEP) impacted by the proposal works, the area is 

weed dominated, and this limits overall botanical 

and habitat values. Ecological values in and around 

the SEA/IBDA B area are mainly related to the 

potential presence of at risk wetland birds and a 

small area of palustrine wetland.  Mitigation 

measures recommended in the ecological report will 

be adopted. 

Objective 4.2.3(c): To recognise that all remaining 

areas of indigenous vegetation and habitats in the 

coastal environment contribute to the overall natural 

character of the environment. Cumulative adverse 

effects on these areas should be avoided. 

As confirmed in the Landscape and Visual 

Assessment, there are no significant affects effects 

on natural character values. 

Objective 4.2.3(f): New subdivision, use and 

development should be located in areas already 

modified by development. It should also be compact, 

not add to sprawl or sporadic development, and 

minimise further loss of the remaining natural 

character of the areas. In particular, further urban 

development of the coastal environment in western 

areas of Tauranga Harbour, Ohiwa Harbour, and 

The realigned transmission line is located in an area 

already influenced by a State Highway bridge and 

overhead transmission lines. 
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Waiotahi Estuary, should be avoided unless it can be 

demonstrated that there will not be cumulative 

effects on the natural character and life supporting 

capacity of these areas.  

Natural Features and Landscapes  

Objectives  

Objective 5.2.2: The maintenance of the quality of 

the outstanding and regionally significant landscape 

features. 

The CMA crossing within an outstanding natural 

feature and landscape (Tauranga Harbour). 

 

As confirmed in the Landscape and Visual 

Assessment, there are no significant affects effects 

on the values of natural features and landscapes. 

Policies   

Policy 5.2.3(a): To ensure the visual quality, and the 

physical and ecological integrity of the outstanding 

and regionally significant natural features and 

landscapes of the coastal environment are 

maintained. The guidelines contained in the Fifth 

Schedule – Management Guidelines for Natural 

Features and Landscapes, will be applied. 

As confirmed in the Landscape and Visual 

Assessment, there are no significant effects on the 

values of natural features and landscapes. 

 

Policy 5.2.3(c): Adverse visual effects on the 

outstanding and regionally significant natural 

features and landscapes identified in the Fourth 

Schedule – Natural Features and Landscapes, and the 

significant sub-tidal scenery identified in the Third 

Schedule – Areas of Significant Conservation Value, 

should be avoided or remedied. 

Policy 5.2.3(d): To maintain significant public views 

and visual corridors associated with the outstanding 

and regionally significant natural features and 

landscapes identified in the Fourth Schedule – 

Natural Features and Landscapes. This includes views 

from within the landscapes or features, and views of 

the landscape and features. 

Tangata Whenua Interests  

Objectives  

Objective 8.2.2(a): The involvement of tangata 

whenua in management of the coastal environment. 

Transpower has undertaken extensive engagement 

with tangata whenua throughout the development 

of the project.  A key driver of the work is to assist 

tangata whenua in achieving aspirations to move 

Transpower infrastructure off ancestral lands.  The 

proposed new alignment is consistent with the 

sought outcomes of the Tauranga Moana Iwi 

Management Plan 2016-2026. 

 

The outcome of cultural impact assessments 

prepared are included in the AEE report. 

Objective 8.2.2(b): The protection of the 

characteristics of the coastal environment of special 

spiritual, cultural and historical significance to 

tangata whenua. 

Objective 8.2.2(c): Sustaining the mauri of coastal 

resources. 

Policies  

Policy 8.2.3(a); To recognise the significance of the 

coastal environment to tangata whenua, and to 

provide for customary uses and management 

practices relating to the natural and physical 

resources of the coastal environment, including 

mahinga mataitai, waahi tapu and taonga raranga, in 

accordance with tikanga Māori. 

Transpower has undertaken extensive engagement 

with tangata whenua throughout the development 

of the project.  A key driver of the work is to assist 

tangata whenua in achieving aspirations to move 

Transpower infrastructure off ancestral lands.  The 

proposed new alignment is consistent with the 
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Policy 8.2.3(c): To avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse 

effects on resources or areas of special spiritual, 

historical or cultural significance to tangata whenua. 

This includes, but is not limited to, those areas and 

values identified in the maps and Fourteenth 

Schedule – Areas of Significant Cultural Value. 

sought outcomes of the Tauranga Moana Iwi 

Management Plan 2016-2026. 

 

The outcome of cultural impact assessments 

prepared are included in the AEE report. 

 

Coastal Hazards  

Objectives  

Objective 11.2.2: No increase in the total physical 

risk from coastal hazards. 

The project will enable the removal of Pole 117 

which is at risk from coastal erosion. 

 

Poles 33C and 33D are necessary in low lying areas 

adjacent to the CMA to facilitate a single span 

crossing of the CMA. 

Policies  

Policy 11.2.3(d): The following matters should be 

taken into account when considering new 

subdivision, use and development within existing 

urban areas located in coastal hazard areas identified 

by district councils: 

· Policy 3.4.5 of the New Zealand Coastal 

Policy Statement: “New subdivision, use and 

development should be so located and 

designed that the need for hazard 

protection works is avoided.” 

· Policy 11.3.1(b)(x) of the Bay of Plenty 

Regional Policy Statement: “To ensure that 

new subdivision, use and development, and 

significant infrastructure are located and 

designed to avoid significant natural 

hazards, unless there is a particular 

functional need to locate in an area subject 

to significant risk. In particular, new 

development within existing settlements 

which are at risk from natural hazards, shall 

not result in increased vulnerability, and 

should aim to reduce net vulnerability over 

time.” 

The project will enable the removal of Pole 117 

which is at risk from coastal erosion. 

 

Poles 33C and 33D are necessary in low lying areas 

adjacent to the CMA to facilitate a single span 

crossing of the CMA. 

 

Structures  

Objectives  

Objective 13.2.2: Any structures in the coastal 

marine area are to be appropriate. 

The conductors in airspace are appropriate to 

continue to provide electricity supply to Mt 

Maunganui, and replace other conductors in 

airspace that will be removed. 

Policies  

Policy 13.2.3(e): To allow an activity in the Coastal 

Management Zone where it is appropriate having 

considered the actual or potential effects on the 

environment, including the values of the site. 

The conductors in airspace are appropriate to 

continue to provide electricity supply to Mt 

Maunganui, and replace other conductors in 

airspace that will be removed. 

Policy 13.2.3(g): To discourage the proliferation of 

structures in the coastal marine area and promote 

the efficient use of existing structures, facilities and 

network utility corridors. 

Where practicable, new services and structures are 

to be located in or adjacent to existing infrastructure, 

provided that: 

The project enables the removal of a tower from the 

CMA, which will reduce the extent of structures in 

the CMA. 
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· they are not incompatible with the 

existing services or utilities; and  

· the environmental effects of locating at an 

existing facility will be less than the effects 

of alternatives. 

In the Coastal Environment, the new alignment is 

either co-located with the B-line, or adjacent to SH 

29A. 

 

Further, the project is designed to enable the CMA 

to be crossed in a single span while maintaining 

appropriate waterway clearances.   
Policy 13.2.3(h): To avoid, remedy or mitigate any 

adverse effects of activities associated with 

structures in the Coastal Management Zone. 

Policy 13.2.3(j): Activities will not result in any 

nuisance to adjoining occupiers of the coastal marine 

area or nearby land, which is not controlled to 

acceptable levels or avoided altogether. Nuisance 

effects such as noise, dust, traffic, light, glare or 

smell are to be avoided, remedied or mitigated. 

As set out in the noise assessment, any noise 

nuisance from conductors will be maintained at 

acceptable levels.  Nuisance during construction will 

be managed appropriately. 

Disturbance, Deposition and Extraction  

Objectives The only disturbance of the CMA will be in relation 

to removal of the existing tower. 

 

The ecological assessment concludes that from a 

benthic ecological marine ecology and coastal bird 

perspective, the impact of the Tower 118 removal 

will have an overall low level of effect and no 

specific mitigation is required given the 

methodology proposed. 

 

Transpower will liaise with the harbourmaster to 

minimise interference with other activities within 

the CMA and ensure appropriate notifications are in 

place during construction activity. 

 

 

Objective 14.2.2(a): Provisions for disturbance and 

deposition within the coastal marine area only as 

appropriate and while avoiding, remedying or 

mitigating any associated adverse environmental 

effects. 

Policies 

Policy 14.2.3(f): To avoid, remedy or mitigate any 

adverse environmental effects associated with 

disturbance, deposition or mineral extraction. 

Historic and Cultural Heritage  

Objectives  

Objective 18.2.2: The protection of the heritage 

values and heritage resources within the coastal 

marine area. 

An archaeological assessment has been prepared 

and an authority from HNZPT will be sought for 

terrestrial aspects of the project. 

 

No specific items of historic heritage are known to 

be located within the area of the CMA affected by 

the project. 

Policies: 

18.2.3(a): To protect the heritage resources within 

the Bay of Plenty coastal marine area which are 

either scheduled by the Historic Places Trust, 

recorded in the New Zealand Archaeological 

Association Site Recording Scheme, or listed in the 

Regional Heritage Inventory (proposed in 18.2.5(a)). 

18.2.3(e): To avoid adverse effects on heritage 

resources as far as practicable, and where avoidance 

is not practicable, effects shall be remedied or 

mitigated. 

Coastal Discharges  

Objectives  

Objective 9.22: Maintenance and enhancement of 

the water quality and mauri of the Bay of Plenty 

coastal marine area. 

Any sediment from drilling and dewatering activity 

will be suitably controlled to avoid the discharge of 

sediment to the coastal marine area.   

Policies:  

9.2.3(b): Discharges must not have significant 

adverse effects on aquatic life, habitats, feeding 
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grounds, ecosystems or amenity values in the coastal 

marine area. This policy applies whether or not the 

actual point of discharge is in the coastal marine area 

9.2.3(c): Discharges must not cause water quality to 

be unsuitable for the purposes of contact recreation, 

and shellfish gathering for human consumption, 

throughout harbours and estuaries and on the open 

coast out to a distance of 400 metres from the line of 

mean high water springs. This policy applies whether 

or not the actual point of discharge is in the coastal 

marine area. 

9.2.3(j): To maintain a response capability with 

regard to unauthorised or accidental discharges or 

spills of contaminants into the coastal marine area. 

 

Bay of Plenty Regional Land and Water Plan 

Provision Comment 

Coastal  

The Integrated Management of Land and Water  

Objectives  

Objective 9: Land use and land management 

practices are appropriate to the environmental 

characteristics and limitations of the site and avoid, 

remedy or mitigate adverse effects on the life-

supporting capacity of soil resources, the receiving 

environment and heritage values. 

The project is linear infrastructure covering land and 

CMA area.  The design has sought to minimise both 

terrestrial and CMA environmental effects. 

 

Objective 10: Stewardship of natural resources 

which: 

(a) Sustains the life-supporting capacity of 

soil, water and ecosystems. 

(b) Maintains, and where appropriate, 

protects cultural, ecological, amenity, 

natural character and landscape values 

through management practices that 

avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse 

effects.  

Minor earthworks will be managed to ensure less 

than minor effects on natural resources and cultural 

heritage. 

Objective 19: Protect vulnerable areas from erosion. No high erosion areas are affected. 

Policies  

Policy 21: To manage land and water resources in the 

Bay of Plenty within an integrated catchment 

framework to: 

(f) Recognise and provide for heritage values in 

resource management decisions. 

(g) Maintain existing high quality groundwater, where 

the following have been identified: 

(i) Potable water, including aquifers used for 

municipal water supply. 

(ii) Natural water quality that has not been 

adversely affected by land use or point 

source discharges. 

(iii) Recharge areas of aquifers related to 

areas specified in (i) and (ii). And 

(iv) In the groundwater catchments of the 

Rotorua lakes, Ohiwa and Tauranga 

harbours. 

Temporary dewatering of the Pole 33C and 33D 

foundations will not adversely affect potable water 

or aquifer recharge areas due to minor and 

temporary nature of the works.  Heritage values 

have been appropriately considered in the 

archaeological assessment and the archaeological 

authority for the project that will be sought from 

HNZPT.  Effects on soil resources will be minimal. 



 

xxv 

 

(iii) Protect the soil and avoid, remedy or 

mitigate the adverse effects of erosion. 

  

Discharges to Water and Land  

Objectives  

Objective 26: Discharges of contaminants to land are 

managed to: 

(b) Avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects of 

run off to surface water. 

(d) Ensure that any adverse effects on high quality 

groundwater are no  more than minor: 

(i) Where there is potable water, including 

aquifers used for municipal water supply. 

(ii) Where natural water quality has not been 

adversely affected by land use or point 

source discharges. 

(iii) Where there are recharge areas of (i) 

and (ii) 

(iv) In the groundwater catchments of the 

Rotorua lakes, Ohiwa and Tauranga 

harbours. 

Sediment control measures are proposed around 

the Pole 33C and 33D construction sites.  Other 

earthworks are minor, very localised, and not near 

waterways. 

Policies  

Policy 43: To take appropriate action to avoid, 

remedy or mitigate the cumulative effects of 

discharges of contaminants to water or to land where 

such discharges are having an adverse effect on 

water quality, the life-supporting capacity of soil, or 

the coastal environment. 

Sediment control measures are proposed around 

the Pole 33C and 33D construction sites.  Other 

earthworks are minor and not near waterways. 

Policy 44: To require the appropriate management of 

discharges of contaminants to land, and to land 

where the contaminant may enter water, to ensure 

that: 

(a) The rate and volume of the discharge 

does not exceed the natural treatment 

and assimilative capacity of the soil and 

its vegetative cover. 

(c) The creation of contaminated sites is 

prevented. 

(d) Any adverse effects on high quality 

groundwater are no more than minor: 

(i) Where there is potable water, 

including aquifers used for 

municipal water supply.  

(ii) Where natural water quality has 

not been adversely affected by land 

use or point source discharges.  

(iii) Where there are recharge areas 

of (i) and (ii). (iv) In the 

groundwater c 

Sediment control measures are proposed around 

the Pole 33C and 33D construction sites.  Other 

earthworks are minor and not near waterways. 

 

For any earthworks on potentially contaminated 

land, earthworks will be undertaken in accordance 

with a Site Management Plan (SMP) to ensure any 

potential contaminated soil is appropriately 

managed. 

Wetlands  

Objectives  

Objective 73: The preservation of the remaining 

wetlands in the Bay of Plenty. 

The project has minor effects on a degraded 

wetland area in the span between Poles 127A and 

128A.  The area is dominated by weed and exotic 

plant species but has some habitat value for bird 

breeding.  The ecological assessment concludes that 

provided recommended mitigation measures are 

Objective 76: The adverse effects of any necessary 

maintenance in wetlands, or sustainable use of 

wetlands, on the ecological values, water quality, 
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water quantity, or natural character of the wetland 

are avoided, remedied or mitigated.  

implemented, the long-term effects on the wetland 

area will be less than minor. 

Policies  

Policy 133: To protect existing wetlands, including 

small wetlands, to maintain their natural functions. 

The project has minor effects on a degraded 

wetland area in the span between Poles 127A and 

128A.  The area is dominated by weed and exotic 

plant species but has some habitat value for bird 

breeding.  The ecological assessment concludes that 

provided recommended mitigation measures are 

implemented, the long-term effects on the wetland 

area will be less than minor. 

Policy 134: To maintain or enhance migratory 

pathways to wetlands, and ecological sequences that 

include wetlands.  

Policy 135: To maintain or enhance the values of 

existing wetlands by encouraging landowners and the 

community to: 

(a) Maintain or improve water quality in 

wetlands, while recognising that wetlands 

themselves are natural water filtering 

systems. 

(b) Maintain or improve the hydrological 

regime, including enhancing water quantity 

and flows, providing for flood retention, and 

fluctuations of water levels. 

(c) Maintain or improve soil conservation 

values. 

(d) Maintain or improve aquatic and terrestrial 

indigenous biodiversity of flora and 

(e) fauna. 

(f) Maintain or enhance cultural values. 

(g) Maintain or enhance amenity values. 

Policy 143: To allow for the removal or disturbance of 

low-growing indigenous wetland vegetation (such as 

flax, raupo and sedges) to maintain existing amenity 

values in accordance with an approved management 

document, plan or agreement. 

 

 

Tauranga City Plan 

Provision Comment 

Section 4 - Earthworks  

Objective  

Objective 4C.1.1: Earthworks are provided for and 

managed to ensure they do not adversely affect the 

environment. Plan Areas or cultural and heritage 

values. 

Earthworks are relatively minor and relate to pole 

foundations, pole removal and minor access track 

works.  These works are generally all permitted 

activities in the NESETA in regard to district council 

planning functions aside from works within SEA 25 in 

the TCC Plan (some regional consents are required). 

 

An identified SEA (TCC Plan)/IBDA B (PRCEP) is 

affected by some work in the span between Poles 

127A and 128/128A.    

 

In regard to the vegetation both within and 

surrounding the part of SEA25 (TCC Plan)/IBDA B 

(PRCEP) impacted by the proposal works, the area is 

weed dominated, and this limits overall botanical 

and habitat values. Ecological values in and around 

the SEA/IBDA B area are mainly related to the 

potential presence of at risk wetland birds and a 

small area of palustrine wetland.  Mitigation 
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measures recommended in the ecological report will 

be adopted. 

 

An authority from HNZPT will be sought in regard to 

the project due to historic Māori occupation of the 

area (and as such no specific consent in regard to 

heritage values in required under the NESETA), 

Policies  

Objective 4C. 1.1.1: Stability By ensuring that areas 

of cut and fill associated with site earthworks are 

managed to minimise the risk of instability and 

damage to other properties both during and after 

construction. 

Earthworks are localised to structures and minor 

track works and will not cause instability. 

Objective 4C. 1.1.3: Flood-Prone Areas By ensuring 

the potential adverse flooding effects to property are 

minimised where earthworks occur on land 

containing watercourses, overland flow paths, 

ponding areas and/or land subject to inundation by 

harbour and coastal waters. 

Poles 33C and 33D are located in low lying flood 

prone areas.  These structures will not exacerbate 

any flood risks and are not sensitive to flooding. 

Objective 4C. 1.1.4: Contaminated Soils By managing 

the potential adverse effects to human health and 

the environment when earthworks are undertaken 

that involve contaminated soils. 

Any earthworks on potentially contaminated land 

require regional earthworks consents and will be 

suitably managed under a Site Management Plan 

(SMP). 

Objective 4C.1.1.6: Earthworks Within and Adjoining 

Special Ecological Areas, Outstanding Natural 

Features and Landscapes, and Important Natural 

Landscapes By ensuring the adverse effects of 

earthworks on the recognised factors, values and 

associations of Special Ecological Areas and areas of 

outstanding natural features and landscapes and 

important amenity landscapes are avoided. 

Earthworks are localised to structures and minor 

track works.  These avoid any SEA’s, and will have 

minimal effects on adjacent natural landscapes and 

features. 

Section 5 - Noise  

Objective The noise assessment prepared by Malcolm Hunt 

Associates concludes that operational noise will be 

de minimis, and provided noise and vibration effects 

are managed according to the recommended 

Construction Noise and Vibration Management Plan 

(CNVMP), construction effects of the proposed 

works are expected to be less than minor. 

 

Objective 4E.1.1: Noise The generation of noise is 

reasonable for the nature and scale of individual 

activities, recognising the purpose and character of 

the underlying zone whilst minimising annoyance 

and disturbance on surrounding activities and 

sensitive zones. 

Policies 

Policy 4E.1.1.1: Noise from Non-Residential Activities 

By ensuring non-residential activities and roadside 

cabinets do not generate noise levels normally 

considered unacceptable in sensitive zones, or create 

noise levels which are unreasonable for occupiers of 

adjoining or adjacent properties. 

Section 5A – Natural Environment  

Objective  

Objective 5A.3.2: Maintenance and Enhancement of 

Special Ecological Areas (Category 2): The factors, 

values and associations of the City’s Category 2 

Special Ecological Areas are maintained and 

enhanced. 

An identified SEA (TCC Plan)/IBDA B (PRCEP) is 

affected by some work in the span between Poles 

127A and 128/128A.    

 

In regard to the vegetation both within and 

surrounding the part of SEA25 (TCC Plan)/IBDA B 

(PRCEP) impacted by the proposal works, the area is 
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weed dominated, and this limits overall botanical 

and habitat values. Ecological values in and around 

the SEA/IBDA B area are mainly related to the 

potential presence of at risk wetland birds and a 

small area of palustrine wetland.  Mitigation 

measures recommended in the ecological report will 

be adopted. 

Policies  

Policy 5A.3.2.2: Maintaining & Enhancing Special 

Ecological Areas (Category 2) : 

By maintaining and enhancing the particular factors, 

values and associations that make an area a Special 

Ecological Area (Category 2), from the adverse 

effects of inappropriate subdivision, use and 

development, by having regard to:  

a) The character and degree of 

modification, damage, loss or destruction 

that will result from the activity;  

b) The duration and frequency of effect (for 

example long-term or recurring effects);  

c) The magnitude or scale of effect (for 

example number of sites affected, spatial 

distribution, landscape context);  

d) Cumulative effects (for example loss of 

multiple features or values);  

e) Need for, or purpose of, the works;  

f) The provision of public amenity and 

access to land acquired by Council for 

reserve purposes. 

An identified SEA (TCC Plan)/IBDA B (PRCEP) is 

affected by some work in the span between Poles 

127A and 128/128A.    

 

In regard to the vegetation both within and 

surrounding the part of SEA25 (TCC Plan)/IBDA B 

(PRCEP) impacted by the proposal works, the area is 

weed dominated, and this limits overall botanical 

and habitat values. Ecological values in and around 

the SEA/IBDA B area are mainly related to the 

potential presence of at risk wetland birds and a 

small area of palustrine wetland.  Mitigation 

measures recommended in the ecological report will 

be adopted. 

Section 6 – Natural Features and Landscapes  

Objectives  

Objective 6A.1.2: Important Amenity Landscapes 

The factors, values and associations of the City’s 

important amenity landscapes are maintained and 

enhanced. 

The coastal edge on the Matapihi Peninsula is 

identified as an Important Amenity Landscape.  The 

existing A-line already traverses this area and 

accordingly the works are primarily a relocation of 

infrastructure in the same general locality within this 

amenity landscape. 

Objective 6A.1.3: Preservation of the Natural 

Character of the Coastal Environment, Wetlands, 

Rivers and Streams: The natural character of the 

City’s coastal environment, wetlands, rivers and 

streams is preserved and protected from 

inappropriate subdivision, use and development. 

As confirmed in the Landscape and Visual 

Assessment, there are no significant effects on the 

values of natural features and landscapes. 

Objective 6A.1.10: Rural Residential and Rural 

Landscape Character: The City’s rural-residential and 

rural landscape character values are maintained and 

enhanced. 

The rural landscape values on the Matapihi side are 

maintained where the transmission lines are on a 

combined or adjacent alignment, and in some cases 

where they are completely removed will be 

enhanced. 

Policies   

Policy 6A.1.2.2: Maintaining and Enhancing 

Important Amenity Landscapes 

By maintaining and enhancing the particular factors, 

values and associations that make an area an 

important amenity landscape from the adverse 

effects of inappropriate subdivision, use and 

development by having regard to:  

The coastal edge on the Matapihi Peninsula is 

identified as an Important Amenity Landscape.  The 

existing A-line already traverses this area and 

accordingly the works are primarily a relocation of 

infrastructure in the same general locality within this 

amenity landscape. 
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a) The character and degree of modification, 

damage, loss or destruction that will result from 

the activity;  

b) The duration and frequency of effect (for 

example long-term or recurring effects);  

c) The magnitude or scale of effect (for example 

the number of sites affected, spatial distribution, 

landscape context);  

d) Cumulative effects (for example the loss of 

multiple features or values);  

e) Need for, or purpose of, the works.  

f) The provision of public amenity and access to 

land acquired by Council for reserve purposes. 

There will be broader landscape benefits by removal 

of a tower from within the CMA adjacent to this 

Amenity Landscape. 

Policy 6A.1.3.2: Preservation of the Natural 

Character of Coastal Environment, Wetlands, Rivers 

and Streams  

By ensuring that subdivision, use and development 

preserves the natural character of the coastal 

environment, wetlands, rivers and streams by having 

regard to:  

a) The extent to which natural processes, elements 

and patterns that determine the area’s natural 

character are sustained;  

b) The degree of change to landform and relief; c) 

The degree of protection of vegetation cover and 

patterns;  

d) The presence of human influence, modification, 

intervention or manipulation to wetlands, rivers, and 

the coastal environment including buildings, 

structures and other activities;  

e) The ability to mitigate any potential adverse 

effects of subdivision, use, and development;  

f) The provision of public amenity and access to land 

acquired by Council for reserve purposes.  

g) The ability to restore or rehabilitate natural 

character. 

As confirmed in the Landscape and Visual 

Assessment, there are no significant effects on the 

values of natural features and landscapes. 

Policy: 6A.1.10.1: Maintenance and Enhancement of 

Rural Residential and Rural Landscape Character  

By ensuring that subdivision, use and development 

does not adversely affect the landscape character 

values of rural-residential and/or rural areas by:  

a) Maintaining and enhancing the characteristics and 

elements that determine the character and amenity 

of the surrounding area; 

b) Ensuring the bulk and scale of the built form is 

compatible with that anticipated in the surrounding 

area;  

c) Maintaining an open character and spatial 

separation between buildings;  

d) Avoiding built form of a scale that dominates the 

landscape;  

e) Siting buildings, structures, infrastructure and 

services to avoid or minimise visual impacts on the 

skyline;  

The rural landscape values on the Matapihi side are 

maintained where the transmission lines are on a 

combined or adjacent alignment, and in some cases 

where they are completely removed will be 

enhanced. 

 

Any effects on cultural and heritage values (e.g. 

accidental discovery) can be appropriately managed.  
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f) Selecting materials and colours for external 

surfaces that assist in integrating the built form into 

the surrounding landscape;  

i) Reinforcing the natural pattern of the landscape 

through planting;  

j) Protecting areas of cultural or heritage value; 

k) Maintaining and enhancing indigenous vegetation, 

notable trees and heritage trees;  

l) Ensuring the effects of activities maintain and 

enhance the factors, values and associations of 

outstanding natural features and landscapes and/or 

important amenity landscapes;  

m) Managing the interface between rural residential, 

rural activities and adjoining landscapes to maintain 

the integrity of identified outstanding natural 

features and landscapes and important amenity 

landscapes;  

 

Section 7 - Heritage  

Objectives  

Objective 7A.1.1: Historic Heritage  

The factors, values and associations that define the 

City’s historic heritage are identified and protected. 

An archaeological assessment has been undertaken 

and an authority for the project will be sought from 

HNZPT.  This will ensure any works in areas that may 

encounter archaeology will be appropriately 

managed. 

Objective 7C.4.3: Maintenance and Enhancement of 

Group 2 Significant Māori Areas  

The values associated with Group 2 Significant Māori 

Areas, identified in accordance with the criteria in 

7C.4.1.1 Policy – Identifying Significant Māori Areas, 

are maintained and enhanced by ensuring that 

subdivision, use and development is not 

inappropriate. 

The project enables infrastructure to be removed 

from M41 Te Ariki Pa on the Maungatapu side, and 

minimises any additional effects on M44 Te Ngaio Pa 

on the Matapihi side.  The project has been 

developed in consultation with local hapū and Māori 

landowners. 

Policies  

Policy 7A.1.1.2: Protection of Historic Heritage By 

ensuring the particular factors, values and 

associations of the City’s historic heritage are 

protected from the adverse effects of subdivision, 

use and development by having regard to:  

a) The character and degree of modification, 

damage, loss or destruction;  

b) The duration and frequency of an effect (for 

example long-term or recurring effects);  

c) The magnitude or scale of an effect in relation to 

the values and significance of the feature;  

d) The irreversibility of an effect (for example the 

loss of unique features);  

e) The opportunities for remediation or mitigation 

and the costs and technical feasibility of remediation 

or mitigation;  

f) The resilience of a heritage feature to change (for 

example the ability of the feature to assimilate 

change, or the vulnerability of the feature to 

change);  

The project enables infrastructure to be removed 

from M41 Te Ariki Pa on the Maungatapu side, and 

minimises any additional effects on M44 Te Ngao Pa 

on the matapihi side.  The project has been 

developed in consultation with local hapū and Māori 

landowners. 



 

xxxi 

 

g) The probability of an effect (for example the 

likelihood of unforeseen effects, ability to take a 

precautionary approach);  

h) Cumulative effects (for example the loss of 

multiple features, factors, values or associations). 

Policy 7C.4.3.1: Maintenance and Enhancement of 

Group 2 Significant Māori Areas  

By ensuring that subdivision, use and development 

maintains and enhances the remaining values and 

associations of Group 2 Significant Māori Areas by 

having regard to the following criteria:  

a) The extent to which the degree of destruction, 

damage, loss or modification associated with the 

activity detracts from the recognised values and 

associations and the irreversibility of these effects; 

b) The magnitude, scale and nature of effects in 

relation to the values and associations of the area;  

c) The opportunities for remediation, mitigation or 

enhancement;  

d) Where the avoidance of any adverse effects is not 

practicable, the opportunity to use alternative 

methods or designs that lessen any adverse effects 

on the area, including but not limited to the 

consideration of the costs and technical feasibility of 

these. 

The project enables infrastructure to be removed 

from M41 Te Ariki Pa on the Maungatapu side, and 

minimises any additional effects on M44 Te Ngao Pa 

on the matapihi side.  The project has been 

developed in consultation with local hapū and Māori 

landowners. 

Section 8 – Natural Hazards  

Objectives  

Objective 8A.1.1: Adverse effects of Natural Hazards 

on People property and Infrastructure People, 

property and infrastructure are not adversely 

affected by natural hazards 

Poles 33C and 33D are located in low lying flood 

prone areas.  These structures will not exacerbate 

any flood risks and are not sensitive to flooding. 

Objective 8A.1.3: Hazard Management - Avoidance 

or Mitigation of Areas of Land Instability  

The risk to life, property and the environment 

resulting from the subdivision, use and development 

of land subject to, or likely to be subject to, land 

slippage or instability is avoided or mitigated 

Policies 

Policy 8A.1.1.1: Avoidance and Mitigation of Natural 

Hazards  

By ensuring that subdivision, use and development 

avoid or mitigate the adverse effects of natural 

hazards. 

Policy 8A.1.3.1: Avoidance or Mitigation of Areas of 

Land Instability  

By ensuring subdivision, use and development avoids 

areas of known or potential land instability, or 

mitigates against the effects of known or potential 

land instability where those activities, or any 

subsequent use that is likely to be made of the land, 

are likely to accelerate, worsen or cause damage to 

land (or in respect of the subsequent use of that 

land, any other land or structure), structures or the 

environment through slippage or erosion. 

 

 

No works are proposed in erosion prone areas.  The 

project enables the removal of Pole 117 from the 

eroding cliff top at Maungatapu. 
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Section 10 – Network Utilities   

Objectives  

Objective 10A.3.1: Provision of Network Utilities  

a) The importance of network utilities to the City’s, 

region’s and nation’s existing and future social and 

economic wellbeing is recognised;  

b) The sustainable, secure and efficient use and 

development of network utilities within the City is 

provided. 

The project supports a sustainable and secure 

electricity supply to Mt Maunganui. 

Objective 10A.3.3: Construction, Operation and 

Maintenance of Network Utilities  

a) The construction (and minor upgrading in relation 

to electric lines) of network utilities avoids or 

mitigates any potential adverse effects on amenity, 

landscape character, streetscape and heritage 

values;  

b) The operation (and minor upgrading in relation to 

electric lines) and maintenance of network utilities 

mitigates any adverse effects on amenity, landscape 

character, streetscape and heritage values. 

The project has been designed to minimise adverse 

environmental effects to the extent practicable 

whilst meeting the project objectives including 

removal of infrastructure from Te Ariki Park.  Where 

practical the A-line has been co-located onto the B-

line alignment. 

Objective 10A.3.4: Health and Safety of Community 

The health and safety of the community is not 

adversely affected by the construction, operation 

and maintenance of network utilities. 

The project will be designed and constructed to 

protect the health and safety of the community, 

both through any direct effects from the 

infrastructure, and ensuring resilience of electricity 

supply which is vital to modern living and health and 

safety. 

Objective 10B.1.1 – Electricity Transmission Network 

The importance of the high-voltage transmission 

network to the City’s, regions and nation’s social and 

economic wellbeing is recognised and provided for. 

The project supports a sustainable and secure 

electricity supply to Mt Maunganui. 

Policies  

Policy 10A.3.1.1: Provision of Network Utilities  

a) By providing for a range of network utilities to 

operate throughout the City to meet the existing and 

future community’s needs;  

b) By ensuring that the provision for network utilities 

that cross jurisdictional boundaries are managed in 

an integrated manner;  

c) By enabling the efficient establishment, operation, 

maintenance and minor upgrading (in relation to 

electric lines) of network utilities;  

d) By recognising the functional, technical and 

operational requirements of network utilities and 

the benefits they provide when assessing resource 

consent applications. 

The project supports a sustainable and secure 

electricity supply to Mt Maunganui, which has 

substantial community benefits. 

 

The functional, technical and operational 

requirements largely dictate the alignment and 

design of the realignment. 

Policy 10A.3.3.1: Undergrounding of Infrastructure 

Associated with Network Utilities  

By ensuring infrastructure associated with network 

utilities (including, but not limited to pipes, lines and 

cables) shall be placed underground, unless: a) 

Alternative placement will reduce adverse effects on 

the amenity, landscape character, streetscape or 

heritage values of the surrounding area; b) The 

existence of a natural or physical feature or structure 

makes underground placement impractical; c) The 

operational, technical requirements or cost of the 

Undergrounding was not considered feasible given 

the technical, operational and cost implications.  The 

A-line will be relocated to an existing utility corridor 

and will be co-located on or located adjacent to the 

B-line for much of its length.  The overhead crossing 

will replace an existing overhead crossing in the 

same locality, and will be placed closer to other 

infrastructure (road bridge). 
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network utility infrastructure dictate that it must be 

placed above ground; d) It is existing infrastructure. 

Policy 10A.3.3.2: Effects on the Environment  

By ensuring that network utilities are designed, sited, 

operated and maintained to address the potential 

adverse effects:  

a) On other network utilities;  

b) Of emissions of noise, light or hazardous 

substances;  

c) On the amenity of the surrounding environment, 

its landscape character and streetscape qualities;  

d) On the amenity values of sites, buildings, places or 

areas of heritage, cultural and archaeological value. 

The environmental effects are fully considered in the 

AEE and supporting technical reports. 

Policy 10A.3.4.1: Health and Safety of Community  

By ensuring network utilities, in particular those 

network utilities emitting radiofrequency fields or 

generating electric and magnetic fields, are designed, 

sited, operated and maintained to meet nationally 

recognised standards. 

The electric and magnetic fields are confirmed as 

being within recognised standards as specified in the 

NPSET. 

Policy 10B.1.1.1: Electricity Transmission Network 

By providing for the sustainable, secure and efficient 

use and development of the high-voltage 

transmission network within the City, while seeking 

that adverse effects on the environment are avoided, 

remedied or mitigated to the extent practicable, 

recognising the technical and operational 

requirements and constraints of the network. 

The project supports a sustainable and secure 

electricity supply to Mt Maunganui. 

 

The environmental effects are fully considered in the 

AEE and supporting technical reports. 

 

Policy 10B.1.1.2 Identifying Electricity Transmission 

Network 

By identifying the City’s high-voltage transmission 

network. 

The mapped High-Voltage Transmission Plan Area 

will need to be updated on the planning maps once 

the A-line has been realigned and amendments 

made to the B-Line alignment at pole 50. 

Policy 10B.1.1.3 Adverse Effects on the Electricity 

Transmission Network 

By ensuring that subdivision, use and development 

does not adversely affect and is not at risk of being 

adversely affected by the safe and efficient 

operation of the high-voltage transmission network. 

Reinstatement of the High-Voltage Transmission 

Plan Area on the new alignment will protect the 

ongoing operation of the high-voltage transmission 

line.  Easements on land outside of roads, and the 

protections provided by the New Zealand Electrical 

Code of Practice NZECP34: 2001, will provide 

adequate protection to the transmission lines prior 

to the District Plan being updated. 

Policy 10B.1.1.4 Subdivision, Use and Development 

within Transmission Line Corridors 

By providing for subdivision, use and development 

that:  

a) Does not compromise the safe and efficient 

functioning of the transmission network;  

b) Ensures compliance with the New Zealand 

Electrical Code of Practice for Electrical Safe 

Distances (NZECP 34:2001);  

c) Avoids locating built development under the 

conductors, including within their area of swing, and 

around support structures, and ensures suitable 

building platforms are identified at the time of 

subdivision;  

d) Recognises that compatible activities, such as 

infrastructure, roads or open space areas, can be 

Reinstatement of the High-Voltage Transmission 

Plan Area on the new alignment will protect the 

ongoing operation of the high-voltage transmission 

line.  Easements on land outside of roads, and the 

protections provided by the New Zealand Electrical 

Code of Practice NZECP34: 2001, will provide 

adequate protection to the transmission lines prior 

to the District Plan being updated. 
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appropriately located under or in close proximity to 

lines traversing greenfield areas;  

e) Recognises the need for an efficient, integrated 

land use and development pattern between 

landholdings especially where there are varying land 

ownership and/or tenure patterns;  

f) Provides for practicable access to the line and 

support structures;  

g) Recognises existing built development and 

redevelopment opportunities where there are 

appropriate safeguards in place to avoid contact or 

flashovers with high voltage electricity transmission 

lines and to avoid adverse effects on the stability of 

support structures. 

Rural Zone  

Objectives  

Objective 16A.3.1: Sustainable Management of the 

Rural Land Resource  

The City’s rural land resource provides for 

predominantly primary production activities, low 

density residential activity ancillary to those activities 

and papakainga development compatible with the 

maintenance and enhancement of an open, 

vegetated, rural character and amenity. 

The extent of works in the rural parts of Matapihi 

appropriately considers rural amenity by generally 

concentrating the existing A-line and B-line 

infrastructure along the SH29A corridor, and 

removal of the A-line from ‘mid-block’ parts of 

affected rural properties. 

Objective 16A.3.3: Maintenance of Rural Character 

and Amenity  

A rural backdrop to the City’s urban areas 

characterised by a low density of buildings and 

development; a predominance of primary 

production activities and open space and vegetative 

cover. 

 

Tauranga Moana Iwi Management Plan 2016-2026 

Provision Comment 

Coastal  

Objectives  

Objective 1: The mauri of Te Awanui (Tauranga 

Harbour) and coastal areas is restored and protected. 

This means that:  

· Water is clean enough for swimming and 

sustaining plentiful and healthy kaimoana.  

Waterways are accessible for our enjoyment and 

customary use. e.g. gather kaimoana. 

· Our coastal sites and areas of cultural 

significance are acknowledged and actively 

protected.  

· Ecosystems are healthy and diverse and are 

protected from biosecurity threats, including 

pest plants, fish and organisms.  

· Cumulative impacts on water quality are 

investigated and managed  

· There is balance between natural, cultural, 

recreational and ecological values of Tauranga 

Moana and commercial use and development. 

The project enables the removal of a tower 

structure from the CMA.  No new structures other 

than conductors in airspace will be located within 

the CMA.   

 

No identified indigenous biodiversity areas will be 

adversely affected. 

 

Transpower has undertaken extensive engagement 

with tangata whenua throughout the development 

of the project.  A key driver of the work is to assist 

tangata whenua in achieving aspirations to move 

Transpower infrastructure off ancestral lands. 

 

The outcome of cultural impact assessments 

prepared are included in the AEE report. 
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Policies  

Policy 15: Manage the effects of coastal structures 

(including moorings and jetties) and infrastructure in 

Tauranga Moana 

 

Action 15.2: Pylons are to be removed from Te Ariki 

Park and Opoopoti (Maungatapu) and rerouted along 

the main Maungatapu road and bridge. [Lead Agency: 

Transpower] 

 

 

The project enables the removal of a tower 

structure from the CMA.  No new structures other 

than conductors in airspace will be located within 

the CMA.   

 

The project specifically enables Action 15.2 under 

Policy 15 to be achieved.  

 


