Kopeopeo Canal Remediation
CLG Update Report
June 2017

1.

Executive Summary
The month of June 2017 saw the continued construction at CS1, including the construction of
the bund and improvements to the site drainage and the stockpiling of pipes in the laydown area
(See Figure 1).
Higher intensity and more frequent rainfall in the month of June, compared with May, saw the
stormwater management at CS1 unable to keep the site consistently well drained. This has led
to improvements being initiated to ensure that the quality of water discharged from site is within
the required consent condition limits.
The following report is based upon the observations and commentary by the Independent
Monitor Field Observer (Matt James) with support from Jade McConchie and the Independent
Monitor (Andrew Kohlrusch).
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Figure 1: Site Plan
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Whakatane District Council GIS Online Viewer (http://maps.whakatane.govt.nz/WDC/index.html?viewer=WebMap.HTML5Viewer). Accessed 12/07/2017.

GHD | Report for - Kopeopeo Canal Remediation, 51/33279/ | 1

2.

Limitations
The IM and IM field observer are not providing commentary or observations on matters related
to project team (or subcontractor) health and safety as part of the IM role for the Kopeopeo
Canal Remediation Project.

3.

Project Progress
The following summarises the project events during the month of June 2017:

4.



Installation of the Silt Buster water treatment plant



Construction of a new carpark adjacent to CS1



Continued preliminary works: erosion and sediment controls; topsoil removal; bund
construction; and improvements to the site entrance



Preparation and stockpiling of pipeline materials by Kope Drain Road

Community Liaison Group Update
4.1

Community Concerns

The following concerns were brought to the attention of the IM:
4.1.1

Stormwater discharges from CS1

Heavy rainfall during late June led to excessive water accumulation on site. This issue was
compounded by the SH30 drainage channel and surface water on the neighbouring farm
draining through openings in the perimeter into CS1. This caused delays with the earthworks
and meant that the stormwater management system was unable to treat and discharge the
volume of water accumulating during high rainfall events. Consequently, Envirowaste identified
that the water discharged to the adjoining farm drainage channel and Kopeopeo Canal on or
about 26 June may have exceeded the consented discharge limits for Total Suspended Solids.
In response to the release of water from CS1 to Kopeopeo Canal, the following steps were
taken by Envirowaste to improve the stormwater management system:


The inflow points from the SH30 drainage channel and the neighbouring farm were closed
off



The drainage channels on site were modified to increase flow from the containment area
and perimeter drains to the Silt Buster treatment plant



The Silt Buster set-up and flocculent mix was refined

The following further measures have been proposed by Envirowaste:


Increase the height of bunding around the perimeter drainage channel



Increase the capacity and gradient of the offsite drainage channels



Increase the gradient to improve flow along the southern perimeter drainage channel



Increase the diameter of the pump hosing to increase flow capacity

The steps taken to date have resulted in a noticeable improvement in the quality of the water
being discharged. Analytical results for the samples collected showing this improvement have
not yet been provided to the IM and therefore this observation has not been verified.

5.

IM Inspection Summary
This section outlines the results of the weekly site inspections undertaken by the IM field
observer for the month of June.

5.1

Vegetation Clearing, Fauna, Topsoil Management and
Rehabilitation & Visual Amenity

Earthworks at CS1 associated with preparation of the containment site. No contaminated
material disturbed.

5.2

Drainage, Sediment & Water Management

Heavy rainfall led to accumulation of water on site in the drainage channels and containment
area. Works are being undertaken to improve the drainage from site and prevent further excess
water accumulation. Following these works the visual amenity of the water being discharged
from the Silt Buster has improved significantly. No contaminated material disturbed.

5.3

Dust Management

Dust monitoring is being undertaken at CS1. The site remains wet minimising the risk of dust
generation. No significant amount of mud has been tracked off site.

5.4

Waste Management and Hazardous Goods

The site is still being developed with further site buildings to be brought to site. Rubbish is being
collected within the site office and removed off site.

5.5

Heritage

Not applicable at this time.

5.6

Validation and Sampling

Not applicable at this time.

5.7

Fire Prevention and Response

Fire extinguishers on site.

5.8

Weed & Dieback Management

Not applicable at this time.

5.9

Sustainability

Not applicable at this time.

5.10

Community Interest

No community interest noted.

6.

Analytical Results
Dust monitoring graphs were provided to the IM for the period of 12 – 30 June 2017. During this
period, the portable sampling unit recorded two exceedances of air quality limits. Both of these
exceedances were recorded as being due to atmospheric conditions, with at least one of these
being recorded when no work was being carried out on site. The dust monitoring unit was also
inactive due to a fault, on the 14th and 15th of June. Envirowaste provided two total suspended
solid (TSS) results for the stormwater entering and leaving the Silt Buster. The results showed
the water entering the Silt Buster with a TSS value of 86 g/m3 and discharging from the Silt
Buster to the drainage channel with a TSS value of 35 g/m3.

7.

Summary of Monitoring and Validation
The only monitoring that has occurred to date is stormwater discharge and dust monitoring at
CS1. The Silt Buster was set up on the 31st of May 2017 and sampling began on the 2nd of June
2017. The dust monitoring began on the 13th of March 2017.
The results summarised in Section 6 indicate that the dust suppression at the site is being
successful with the two exceedances of air quality limits being related to atmospheric
conditions. The one set of stormwater discharge TSS data provided to the IM shows that water
entering the Silt Buster with a TSS value of 86 g/m3 and then discharging from the Silt Buster to
the drainage channel with a TSS value of 35 g/m3.
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