
Further Submission on Proposed Plan Change 9  
Clause 8 of Schedule 1, Resource Management Act 1991 

Please send your submission to be received by 4:00 pm Wednesday, 28 June 2017 

TO: The Chief Executive  
Bay of Plenty of Regional Council 
PO Box 364 
Whakatāne 3158  

FAX: 

EMAIL: 

0800 884 881 

waterquantity@boprc.govt.nz 

Name:  Oceana Gold (New Zealand) Ltd 

This is a further submission in support of or opposition to a submission on proposed plan change 9. 

1. I do wish to be heard in support of my further submission.

2. If others make a similar submission I would be prepared to consider presenting a joint case with them at any hearing.

3. I am:-

[Please tick one]

 a person representing a relevant aspect of the public interest. (Specify upon what grounds you come within this category.)

 a person who has an interest in the proposal that is greater than the interest the general public has. (Specify upon what grounds you come within this category.) 

On the following grounds:   

Oceana Gold (New Zealand) Ltd carries out prospecting and exploration for mineral deposits and during the life of Proposed Plan Change 9 may hold 

minerals prospecting and/or exploration permits in the Bay of Plenty Region. Oceana Gold (New Zealand) Ltd made a submission on Proposed Plan 

Change 9 and is directly affected by the proposed plan provisions. 

Signature [of person making submission or person authorised to sign on 

behalf of person or organisation making submission.  

Further Submission Number  
Office use only  
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A signature is not required if you make your submission by electronic means]  

 
Address for Service [Provide full postal details]:                                Oceana Gold (New Zealand) Ltd  

Telephone:  

Email:  

Contact person [Name & Designation if applicable]:                         Kerry Watson  

Note: A copy of your submission must be served on the original submitter within 5 working days after making this further submission  

Daytime:  07 863 9834  

Kerry.Watson@oceanagold.com  
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FURTHER SUBMISSION POINTS:  
  

Sub 
Number  

  

Submitter 
Name  

  

Section 
Reference  

  

Relief sought in original submission  Support/ 
Oppose  

Reasons  

 

 4-3  Balance Agri-
Nutrients Ltd 

WQ I8 - The 
ability to 
provide for 
growing 
social and 
economic 
needs 

Amend to specifically identify industry and primary production uses by inserting 
the words "such as industrial and primary production activities," as follows: 
"Key social and economic activities in the region, such as industrial and primary 
production activities, require reliable and secure access to water" 

Support   
The amendments specifically recognise 
the importance of water for industrial 
activities, and such recognition is 
supported.  
 

 

 4-5  Balance Agri-
Nutrients Ltd 

WQ O9 – 
Integrated 
Management 
 
 

Amend to provide for the recognition of the social and economic benefits of water 
use, by inserting a new clause which reads as follows: 
"(cc) The social and economic benefits associated with water use for industrial 
and primary production purposes" 
 

Support  Reference to economic and social 
benefits values are supported.  

 

18-1  

 
 The Oil 
Companies 

Policy x  Provide an appropriate policy framework for the assessment of temporary 
dewatering activities, including in over allocated catchments. This could be 
achieved by providing an enabling dewatering policy and amending the proposed 
objectives and policies as set out below. 
 
Alternative wording may achieve the same outcome. 
"Policy X 
Enable the temporary take and use of water for construction dewatering activities 
provided adverse effects are appropriately managed." 
 

 Support A new policy is supported as it 
recognises the nature of temporary 
dewatering activities. Such activities are 
common during mining operations to 
provide a safe work environment but are 
of a temporary nature. OceanaGold 
seeks confirmation that mine dewatering 
is contemplated within ‘construction’. 

18-2  

 
 

 The Oil 
Companies 

WQ O7 
Setting of 
limits 

Add new clause (v) to Objective WQ 07 (c) as follows: 
"(c) Groundwater, which takes into account: 
(i) … 
(v) The need to provide for temporary construction dewatering activities." 

 Support The inclusion of reference to dewatering 
in the objective is supported as it 
provides the policy framework to consider 
dewatering activities. OceanaGold seeks 
confirmation that mine dewatering is 
contemplated within ‘construction’  
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18-3  

 
 

 The Oil 
Companies 

WQ P2 Work 
within 
WMA's 

Add new clause (n) to Policy WQ P2 as follows: 
"(n) Recognise the need to provide for temporary construction dewatering 
activities." 

 Support The inclusion of reference to dewatering 
in the policy is supported as it provides 
the policy framework to consider 
dewatering activities, and recognise the 
need for such activities. OceanaGold 
seeks confirmation that mine dewatering 
is contemplated within ‘construction’ 
 

18-4  

 
 

 The Oil 
Companies 

WQ P10 
Generally 
decline 
applications 
in over 
allocated 
resources 

Add new clause (e) to Policy WQ P10 as follows: 
"(e) A temporary construction dewatering activity where adverse effects on 
downstream environments and existing users of the water resource are no more 
than minor" 

 Support The inclusion of reference to dewatering 
in the policy is supported as it provides 
the policy framework to consider 
dewatering activities in context of over 
allocation. OceanaGold seeks 
confirmation that mine dewatering is 
contemplated within ‘construction’  
 

18-6  

 
 

 The Oil 
Companies 

WQ P15 
Considering 
applications 
to take and 
use water 

Amend Policy WQ P15 matter (e) to add "the nature and purpose of the activity" 
and to delete "which depend on the water abstracted.' To read as follows: 
"Policy WQ P15 
When considering any application for resource consent to take and use water, 
have regard to:….. 
(e) The nature and purpose of the activity, including the value of investment that 
existing consent holders have made" 
 

 Support Reference to the nature and purpose of 
the activity is supported as it is a relevant 
consideration when considering the value 
of investment.  

18-8 

 
 

 The Oil 
Companies 

WQ P24 
Generally 
decline 
applications 
in over 
allocated 
resources 

Provide an exemption from Policy WQ P24 for temporary construction dewatering 
activities. This could be achieved by adding an additional row to the table 
provided with the policy: 
Activity: Temporary construction dewatering 
Meter: Not required 
Report frequency: Within three months of completion of dewatering activity 

 Support While Oceana Gold is not opposed to 
metering, it supports the exclusion for 
temporary construction dewatering given 
the temporary nature of the activity and 
because it is required for safety reasons. 
OceanaGold seeks confirmation that 
mine dewatering is contemplated within 
‘construction’  

18-9 The Oil 
Companies 

WQ R10 
Restricted 
Discretionary 
Activity – 
Take and 
Use of Water 

Amend WQ R10 to provide for exceptions for temporary dewatering activities as 
follows: 
The take and use of surface water or groundwater is a Restricted Discretionary 
activity where: 

1) The take will not result in the interim limits set out in WQ P5 being 
exceeded, except for temporary construction dewatering activities. 

Support The sought activity status would reflect 
the nature of the activity and provide an 
appropriate consenting framework in 
which to consider activities. OceanaGold 
seeks confirmation that mine dewatering 
is contemplated within ‘construction’ 
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2) The take and use is not permitted by a rule in this regional plan. 
3) The take and use is not prohibited by Rule 49. 
4) A water meter is installed, except for temporary construction dewatering 

activities. 
(retain matters of discretion unchanged) 

 
Alternatively provide a new standalone RD rule to appropriately provide for both 
the Take of Water and Discharge of Sediment Contaminated Water from the 
Dewatering of Building and Construction Sites not otherwise permitted by Rule 42 
of the Plan. 
 

18-10 The Oil 
Companies 

WQ R11 
Discretionary 
Activity – 
Take and 
Use of Water 

Retain the discretionary pathway at WQ R11 for temporary dewatering activities 
that are unable to comply with Rule 42 and the relevant restricted discretionary 
activity rule. 

Support The sought activity status would reflect 
the nature of the activity and provide an 
appropriate consenting framework in 
which to consider activities. 

25-2 Motiti Rohe 
Moana Trust 

Overarching 
comments 

Mitigation and offsetting should be required to restore Maori and tangata whenua 
values including (but not limited to) levies or financial contributions to remedy 
freshwater quality and restore mauri of water; 

 Oppose The universal imposition of financial 
contributions or levies is opposed as it 
fails to recognise that financial 
contributions are not always appropriate.   

31-13 Mercury NZ 
Limited 

WQ O11 
The taking of 
water in 
over-
allocated or 
fully 
allocated 
catchments 
or aquifers 

Amend Objective WQ O11 by adding an additional clause (d) as follows, or words 
to like effect: "... and; 
(d) Temporary and periodic takes timed to avoid seasonal water shortage and low 
flow conditions. 

Support  Recognition of temporary and periodic 
takes is supported as it recognises those 
circumstances in which water takes may 
be appropriate.   

32-5 
 

Galatea-
Murupara 
Irrigation 
Society 

New 
objective  

Insert a new objective: 
" WQ O2: Anticipate and plan for provision of water to meet the reasonable needs 
of people and communities" 

Support  The provision of a new objective is 
supported as it reflects the section 5 RMA 
purpose of enabling people and 
communities to provide for social, cultural 
and economic wellbeing.   
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38-5 DairyNZ WQ P3 
Phase out 
over 
allocation 

Amend Policy 3 so that it is more aligned with the requirements of Policy E1 of the 
NPS-FM. 
Remove the reference to the 2027 date. 
The policy should read: 
"Through development of sub-regional water quality and quantity plan changes by 
community groups in Water Management Areas, and where overallocation of 
water quantity has been identified by these groups and justified through robust 
measured and modelled information, set out steps in the sub-regional plans to 
phase out over allocation, where by: 
(a) Encouraging voluntary reductions in allocation through information provision 
from the council about the amount of water currently being used and promoting 
industry-developed good management practices. 
..." 

Support  The amended text is supported as it 
clarifies the intent of the policy and 
relationship to the NPSFM.  
 
 

39-4 Forest and 
Bird 

Deleted 
provisions 

Reinstate Objective 46 and reword as follows: 
"Adequate flows are restored to rivers, streams, including individual reaches 
where allocation or diversion has resulted in Objective 03 not being met." 

 
Oppose  

The deleted objective is not necessary 
within context of the proposed plan 
change and on this basis its 
reinstatement is opposed.  

39-6 Forest and 
Bird 

WQ O9 
Integrated 
management 

Amend (a) and (b) as follows: 
"Integrated management of freshwater resources within WMAs that reflects: 
(a) Tangata whenua values and aspirations and Community values. 
(b) Community values and aspirations Well-being of people and communities. 
(c) Scientific research and matauranga Maori. 
(d) Understanding of the relationship between freshwater quantity and quality." 
 

 
Oppose  

The deletion of reference to aspirations is 
opposed as it changes the focus of the 
objective.  

39-20 Forest and 
Bird 

WQ P15 
Considering 
applications 
to take and 
use water 

1. Amend WQ P15 to begin with: 
"When considering any application for resource consent to take and use water: 
(aa) Ensure that consents are not granted in circumstances where a water quality 
or quantity limit would be exceeded, or a target not met within the defined 
timeframe (individually or cumulatively with other consents); and 
Have regard to…." 
2. Add to WQ P15(m): 
"(m) Where the water body is at or exceeding the interim limits in WQ P5, the 
extent to which the applicant has considered other sources of water ( for example 
storage or deep groundwater), and other land uses." 
 

 
Oppose  

The directive nature of the proposed 
policy is opposed (i.e. ensure that 
consents are not granted) as it provides 
no consideration of the actual effects of 
the proposed activity which is 
appropriately assessed through the 
resource consent process if the activity is 
not permitted.  

39-30 Forest and 
Bird 

WQ R1 
Permitted 
Activity - 

Prevent permitted takes from sources linked to wetlands.  
Oppose  

The existing standards are considered 
sufficient in relation to wetlands.   
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Take and 
Use of 
Groundwater 
- property 
less than 
5ha 

39-31 Forest and 
Bird 

WQ R2 
Permitted 
Activity - 
Take and 
Use of 
Groundwater 
- property 
5ha or more 

Add "(f) the take is not within 30m [or other appropriate distance] of a wetland."  
Oppose  

The existing standards are considered 
sufficient in relation to wetlands.   

39-38 Forest and 
Bird 

WQ R11 
Discretionary 
Activity - 
Take and 
Use of Water 

Change activity status for takes from over-allocated catchments to non-complying Oppose  A non-complying activity status is 
opposed as a discretionary activity status 
provides sufficient scope to enable a full 
assessment of the effects of a proposed 
activity.   

50-60 Federated 
Farmers  

WQ P15 
Considering 
applications 
to take and 
use water 

Amend Policy WQ P15(n) as follows: 
"(n) The duration of the take: 
(i) Consent term of no more than 20 years for waterways which are at or 
exceeding the flow and allocation regime determined in accordance with Policy 
WQ P2; 
(ii) Consent term of no more than 25 years for all other waterways; except where 
the consent: 
1. Enables the use or development of regionally significant infrastructure; or 
2. Is for a non-typical activity such as dewatering and the access to, and use and 
development of, mineral resources; or 
3. Is demonstrated by the applicant to be appropriate in the circumstances." 
  

Oppose in 
part  

The reworded policy is opposed in so far 
as it is not clear as to the consent term 
for activities listed in clause (n)(ii)2. “a 
non-typical activity such as dewatering 
and the access to, and use and 
development of, mineral resources”.  
 
 

50-62 Federated 
Farmers  

WQ P17 
Duration of a 
resource 
consent 

Delete Policy WQ P17 Oppose in 
part  

Oceana Gold supported WQP17 on the 
basis the potential for longer timeframes 
reflects the significant economic and 
costs and commitment associated with 
mineral resources and dewatering 
activities.  
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The removal and rewording of the 
provisions is opposed in so far as the 
reworded policy (refer submission point 
50-60) is not clear in respect of the 
consent duration for mineral resources.  
  

53-35 Combined 
Tangata 
Whenua 
Forum 

WQ R2 
Permitted 
Activity - 
Take and 
Use of 
Groundwater 
- property 
5ha or more 

Delete rule (so Rule R1 applies).  Oppose  The relief sought is opposed as it fails to 
recognise the property size.  

67-24 Ngati Makino Rules Reclassify all activities to no lower order than discretionary. All discretionary 
activities and those in over allocated catchments should be subject to a financial 
contribution. 

Oppose  The universal imposition of financial 
contributions or levies is opposed, as it 
fails to recognise that financial 
contributions are not always appropriate.   
A flat discretionary activity status is 
opposed as it is overly onerous and fails 
to recognise that some activities may be 
appropriate as permitted activities.  
 

73-24 Fonterra WQ P17 
Duration of a 
resource 
consent 

Amend Policy WQ P17 as follows: 
When determining the duration of a resource consent to take and use water, to 
apply a: 

(a) Consent term of no more than 10 years for water bodies which are at or 
exceeding the interim limits in Policy WQ P5 

(b) Consent term of no more than 15 years for all other water bodies 
Except that a longer consent may apply if the take and use of water: 

(i) Enables the use or development of regionally significant 
infrastructure or a regionally significant industry; or 

(ii) Is for a non-typical activity such as dewatering and the access 
to, and use and development of, mineral resources; or 

(iii) Is demonstrated by the applicant to be appropriate in the 
circumstances. 
 

Support Recognition of regionally significant 
industry which represents a substantial 
investment and requires long term 
certainty is appropriate  
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73-25 Fonterra Definition Include a definition of “regionally significant industry: as follows: 
Means an economic activity based on the use of natural and physical resources in 
the region that is possible because of a substantial financial investment and which 
has been shown to have benefits that are significant at a regional or national 
scale. These may include social, economic or cultural benefits. 
 

Support Recognition of regionally significant 
industry is appropriate 

73-26 Fonterra WQ P31 
Priority 
during low 
flow 

Amend WQ P31 to add: 
(f) Any commercial or industry use that has a zero net take 
 

Support It is appropriate to provide for non-
consumptive takes that demonstrate a 
neutral or positive water balance 

73-27 Fonterra Definition Insert a new definition of “net take” as follows:  
Means the total take less the flow discharged in accordance with resource 
consent directly to the source of the take at or about the same time as the take is 
operating. 

Support Provision for non-consumptive takes is 
appropriate. 

73-28 Fonterra  WQ R10 Amend Rule WQ R10 as follows:  
The take and use of surface water or groundwater is a restricted discretionary 
activity where:  
1.  The take:  
a) will not result in the interim limits set out in Policy WQ P5 being exceeded or 
further exceeded; or  
b) is a replacement take subject to section 124 (3) of the Act that is of a volume 
and rate of take that is the same or lesser than the take it replaces; or  
(c) is a zero net take 
 

Support The changes clarify that the rule and RD 
activity status applies to replacement 
takes and non-consumptive takes that do 
not cause the interim limits to be 
exceeded.  

  

Note: A copy of your submission must be served on the original submitter within 5 working days after making this further submission  
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