
13/12/2016 – hand delivered by Ian Noble 

Plan name: Proposed Plan Change 9 – Region-wide Quantity 

To:  Mary-Anne Macleod, Chief Executive, Bay of Plenty Regional Council 

I write to make a submission on the Proposed Plan Change 9 – Region-wide

Quantity, and I wish to be heard on this matter.  It is timely to do so and it is very 
important that Council takes responsibility and gives users a higher level of 
confidence to invest in production. 

This submission will be in the form of Topic Headings rather than detail and 
references. I agree, in part, with the need to review the Plan.  However, some 
aspects of good management are not considered.  I would support productive 
change and subsequent consideration for a more informed community and Plan. 

It is my opinion that Council has missed a huge opportunity to fully engage with the 
community by not providing much background information on rechange rates for 
ground water, flow rates over time in streams and rivers, the possible effects of 
climate change and other matters.  It appears that there is siloed thinking and no 
mention of water harvesting and storage for future use. 

Of particular concern is: 

I. Salt water intrusion groundwater levels declining over time.  Well 2822 
Pongakawa. 

II. No recognition of allocation for different uses 
e.g. irrigation, frost, stock, people. 

III. Estimates of future use? (see SmartGrowth).
IV. I am not aware of sharing of knowledge e.g. water quantity change over

time.  What is the benefit of saving many water tests if the trend of
change is not explained by good people

V. The possibility of user groups taking control of catchments and 
managing use with an understanding of needs and benefits, an 
understanding of low flow requirements and possibly ground water 
rechange etc. 

VI. Small stream maintenance outside of the River Scheme areas e.g.
willow control and sediment reduction to Tauranga Harbour.

VII. The effect of abstraction or wetlands?
VIII. The value of wetlands to reduce N and capture P.
IX. The suggested length of consents? Appears short to justify and capture

a return on capital.
X. The requirement to meter takes for small stock numbers instead of 

estimations.  The cost versus benefit appears questionable. 
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The Council has a challenge and an obligation to the region to give certainty to users 
and protection to our natural environment.  Much information has been gathered 
over years and it will only be of value if it is explained and used to make good 
decisions.  The cautionary principal should apply so that a natural resource is not 
over allocated but it is wisely used. 

I appreciate the opportunity to be heard at some future time. 

 

Yours faithfully 

Ian A Noble QSM   

 

Contact number: 07 5520713 

Email:    ianjoycenoble@kinect.co.nz   
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