
Changes have been made to Bay of Plenty 
Regional Council’s On-Site Effluent Treatment 
(OSET) Plan.
The OSET Plan ensures that wastewater from on-site effluent systems is 
discharged safely, and the effects of effluent on the environment are managed.  

From August 2014, changes to the OSET Plan mean that discharges from septic 
tank-based systems are a ‘discretionary’ activity - they’re only allowed if you 
have a resource consent. You must either connect to reticulation (sewerage 
system), upgrade your septic tank to an Aerated Wastewater Treatment system 
with Nutrient Reducing Capabilities (AWTS + NR) or apply for a resource 
consent. 

The OSET Plan includes the dates by which you need to apply for a resource 
consent. For your area the deadline is 1 December 2014. However we know 
the timeframe is very short, so we will continue to receive resource consent 
applications until 1 June 2015 so you have time to explore your options.

Changes to the OSET Plan
Currently, discharges from septic tank-based systems are a ‘permitted’ activity 
– they don’t need a resource consent. The Plan includes some dates when 
discharge from septic tanks becomes ‘discretionary’ – they’re only allowed if 
you have a resource consent. You must either connect to reticulation (sewerage 
system), upgrade your septic tank to an Aerated Wastewater Treatment System 
with Nutrient Reducing Capabilities (AWTS+NR) or apply for a resource consent 
to continue discharging from your existing system, as long as it meets some 
minimum requirements. (See sidebar on page 2) 

Will your property be connected to a sewerage 
system?
Rotorua District Council is responsible for providing sewerage systems, and 
can tell you which areas will be connected to a sewerage system. You can 
also check the maps in the OSET Plan, which show future reticulation zones. 
If your property isn’t going to be reticulated, you will need to upgrade, or apply 
for a resource consent for your existing system. 

Important date
Under the Plan, properties less 
than two hectares not connected 
to a sewerage system must 
upgrade to an AWTS+NR, or 
apply for a resource consent 
by 1 December 2014. We know 
these timeframes are short, so 
Bay of Plenty Regional Council 
will continue to receive resource 
consent applications until 1 June 
2015 so you have time to explore 
your options. 

Useful links
 OSET Plan                  
 www.boprc.govt.nz/osetplan

 Approved systems       
 www.boprc.govt.nz/  
 approvedsystems

Current Sewerage 
Scheme 
Programmes
Check out the Rotorua District 
Council website  
www.rdc.govt.nz to find out if 
your property will get a sewerage 
scheme. 
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Options for upgrading 
AWTS + NR

Discharging treated effluent from an aerated wastewater treatment system 
with nutrient reducing capabilities is a ‘permitted’ activity (it doesn’t need a 
resource consent if it meets requirements). Five approved systems are listed on 
our website www.boprc.govt.nz/approvedsystems. Treated wastewater can be 
pumped to land for disposal through drippers buried under mulch or through 
small soakage trenches. A wastewater system designer can tell you how much 
area you need. The cost varies, and averages $16,000. 

Getting a consent
Where your existing septic tank and land application area meets minimum 
standards, you may be able to get a resource consent to continue using it, but 
some may not make the grade. Your existing system can only get a consent if 
the septic tank and land application area meets minimum standards (see the 
sidebar). If your property’s soil type is poor, your site is small or the water table 
is high, it may not be possible to have a complying system.

If a consent is granted, you may be required to pay a financial contribution to 
remedy or mitigate the effects of the discharge. This cost is determined using 
the formula outlined in Section 6 Financial Contributions of the OSET Plan, and 
you pay this financial contribution only once.

You can also install a new Aerated Wastewater Treatment System with Nutrient 
Reducing Capabilities (AWTS+NR).

Why upgrade?
Wastewater systems need to ensure the surrounding environment isn’t affected 
and operate well for the next 30-plus years. If they fail, they could make people 
sick. Many septic tanks around Lake Rotorua are old, very small and are on 
unsuitable land (small properties, ineffective land treatment area and poor soils, 
giving little or no treatment to the effluent), so this is why we need to ensure 
they are working well. 

Minimum standards 
for existing septic 
tanks
Ask your local septic tank 
pumpout contractor to check your 
system. To get a consent for an 
existing septic tank system, you’ll 
need:

• Minimum 2,700 litre capacity 

• Sludge and scum do not 
exceed one third of volume

• Land application area is of 
sufficient size and operating 
correctly

• Easily accessible lid (one 
that can be opened without 
specialist equipment).

• Well maintained (regular 
pumping and inspections).


