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Map 11: Charter and recreational boating

 Land-based fishing buffer
 Fishing from the beaches of the Bay of Plenty is popular along the entire coastline. One of the  

popular beach fishing methods include kontiki and kite deployed long lines that are usually  
500–1500 m in length, but can extend out to 2 km off the coast. Surfcasting is the other most  
popular recreational fishing method. The map shows a 2000 m buffer along the coastline from 
Waihi to Opape to provide for recreational fishing from the beach. From Opape to the top of the 
East Cape, the buffer is 500 m. This is because there is very little land based long lining due to  
the rocky coastline. 

 Buffer for small vessel navigation
 A 5.5 km (three nautical miles) zone along the coast is for small vessel navigation. The zone 

extends around some offshore islands Environment Bay of Plenty’s Harbour Master identified as 
being heavily used for recreation.

 Charter boat routes
 Charter boat operators were sent a marine chart and a questionnaire of the Bay of Plenty offshore 

area. They were asked to mark their most frequently used routes on the chart and to answer  
questions about marine farming in the Bay of Plenty coastal marine area. 

 Of the charter boat operators that responded, 67% use regular routes and these have been 
mapped. The survey results have shown that there is general support in the Bay of Plenty charter 
boat industry towards marine farming with 80% of respondents either giving their support or being 
neutral. Eighty percent of respondents also indicated they did not think that marine farms would 
cause any negative impact on their charter operations. Respondents commonly noted that if they 
had to use different, less direct routes to their destinations because marine farms were in the way, 
their costs would increase and this would be detrimental to their business.

 Recreational boating density
 Logbooks from the Whakatane, Tauranga and Waihi Beach Coastguard Associations provided 

information on the key recreational boating sites in the Bay of Plenty. Key areas have been mapped 
and shaded according to their level of use (i.e. most frequently visited – least frequently visited). 

 The level of use was determined by going through the coastguard call-in logbooks for one year  
and recording the number of calls to the coastguard from recreational vessels from defined  
locations. 

 There are limitations with the use of this data, such as inaccuracies caused by vessels that do not 
call in, those that call in twice in a day after moving location, and those that misreport locations 
(either intentionally or unintentionally). The information is however useful in a general qualitative 
sense. Without attempting to adjust for any bias in the data, results are shown on the map for the 
most highly reported locations. The seaward extent of the band along the coast is the 30 m  
bathymetric line (i.e. where the water is 30 m deep). This is an arbitrary seaward ‘boundary’  
based on the assumption that most recreational fishing occurs in 30 m or shallower. 
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