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Map 4: Ecological values

 Areas of significant conservation value
 Areas of significant conservation (ASCVs) are taken from the Coastal Plan and are based on  

documents supplied by the Department of Conservation during the plan’s formation. They are  
identified for their value as being: 

sub-tidal marine or estuarine habitat;

marine mammal habitat;

underwater landscapes;

geological features;

historical features;

areas important to endangered or nationally rare species; or

areas important to wading birds, and migratory species.

 These sites have policy relating to them and are listed in Schedule Three of the Coastal Plan  
– Areas of Significant Conservation Value.

 Rocky reefs and buffer zone
 Rocky reef areas have high species diversity and productivity associated with them. They only 

make up a small percentage of the total Bay of Plenty marine area. Sand and mud is dominant 
throughout most of the bay.

 Rocky reef systems are sensitive to increases in sediment. It can cause a drop in the productivity 
and the diversity of species found in them. Some aquaculture like mussel or fish farming can create 
deposits which smother rocky reef systems with sediments. 

 Reef systems usually have high fish numbers, which makes them attractive recreational fishing  
areas. Commercial and recreational fishers harvest crayfish from a number of these rocky  
reef areas. 

 The resolution of data for mapping rocky reefs within the Bay of Plenty varies from area to area 
depending on the date of the surveys. Original Naval Hydrographic sounding data has been used 
to measure the rocky reef formations found offshore in the Bay of Plenty. The areas mapped cover 
reef or foul ground down to 100 m depth or deeper where these are continuous. This covers nearly 
all the seabed within the 12 nautical mile zone that Environment Bay of Plenty administers. Mapped 
areas of reef and foul ground have had an additional 500 m buffer zone included. This takes into 
account the resolution of the data and the extent of low-lying rock which may be associated with 
more obvious reef structure.

 Variable water quality buffer
 A 2 km buffer zone has been placed at the mouths of the central Bay of Plenty’s main river  

systems. The exclusion zones are based on water quality impacts that include variable  
salinity, suspended sediment, bacteriological and other possible contaminants. Fluctuations in  
one or several of the water quality factors make these zones undesirable for most aquaculture  
activities. The rivers are Kaituna, Rangitaiki, Tarawera, Whakatane, Waioeka/Otara and Motu. 
These rivers are those with the largest flows and have more developed catchments when  
compared to many of the smaller rivers in the Bay of Plenty. The Tarawera River is a relatively 
small river but is listed because it is influenced by industrial discharges. 
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 Marine reserves
 The Tuhua (Mayor Island) Marine Reserve was established in January 1993. It covers about three 

square nautical miles at the northern end of the island and extends from the mean high water 
springs mark to one nautical mile offshore. The reserve is next to a restricted fishing area that 
extends one nautical mile offshore around the rest of the island. 

 Te Paepae Aotea (Volkner Rocks) Marine Reserve was officially opened on 12 October 2006.  
It’s an area of 1,444 ha and circles the rocks with a 1.6 km boundary.

 All fishing and removing or disturbing marine life or other natural features is strictly prohibited in 
marine reserves. Boats can navigate freely in the area and there are no restrictions on anchoring 
or diving to observe.

 Ocean outfalls and buffer
 In the Bay of Plenty there are ocean outfalls that discharge treated sewage a short distance  

offshore. These sewage outfalls are at: Matakana Island (650 m offshore) Mount Maunganui  
(600 m offshore) Piripai, Whakatane (600 m offshore) and Ohope (600 m offshore). Sewage  
discharged from these outfalls has the potential to impact on water quality. 

 The sewage outfalls all vary in size, discharge rate and type of treatment. The largest discharge 
is from the Mount Maunganui outfall, although the effluent discharged has a very high level of 
treatment. These differences make it difficult to specify a uniform zone of potential water quality 
impact. In general these outfalls are operated so that they do not impact adjacent inshore waters in 
terms of the required bathing and shellfish bacteriological standards. Investigations and monitoring 
programmes show this is usually achieved. A 2 km buffer has been placed around these outfalls to 
provide a wide safety margin.

 

 Ship wrecks
 Wrecks can have historic and recreational values, and provides good fish habitat. Many ships are 

known to have sunk in the Bay of Plenty. Only a small number of wrecks are known to still exist 
intact. Two shipwrecks are listed in and protected by the Coastal Plan – the Taupo off the northern 
entrance to Tauranga Harbour and the Martha in Tauranga Harbour. The Taranaki is located near 
Karewa Island and is a popular dive site. An additional wreck, the Taioma, has been sunk at Motiti 
Island since the Coastal Plan was created. A buffer area of 500 m has been placed around  
the wrecks. 

 DOC administered land in CMA
 There are a number of Department of Conservation (DOC) administered areas that extend into 

the coastal marine area (CMA) i.e. below mean high water springs. These include areas protected 
under the Wildlife Act 1953, Reserves Act 1977 and Conservation Act 1987. 

 The maps show the entire area i.e. not just the part(s) in the CMA. 

 These areas were sourced from “Area Based Restrictions in the New Zealand Marine  
Environment”, Department of Conservation, 2004. 
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